
“Who Cannot Lie” 
Introduction. What if I told you that you can love your life and see good days? 

You’d probably say, “Sign me up!” But Peter wrote that they way to do that is to keep 
your lips from telling lies (1 Peter 3:10). God never tells a lie (Titus 1:2). God is a God of 
truth, and we should be people of truth.


Webster defines a “lie” as “to make an untrue statement with the intent to 
deceive; to create a false or misleading impression.” The word “lie” comes from the 
Greek word pseudos, from which we get the word “pseudo.” “Pseudo” means “being 
apparently rather than actually as stated.”


We lie because we think it makes life a little easier and better. But the first sin 
involved a lie (Genesis 3:4). Satan told it and he is the father of lies (John 8:44). Lying is 
a sin, and God does not excuse sinning. By “excuse” we mean “to overlook, to give 
permission.” Lying seems to be a way of life for most people — in every age group. An 
average person lies 1.65 times per day. Can we ever be people of truth? We can if we 
will listen to God and His attitude about lying yesterday, today, and tomorrow.


I. God Did Not Excuse Lying Yesterday 
A. God did not excuse Abraham in Genesis 12:13.


1. Abraham lied by omission.

a) Abraham told a half-truth.


(1) Abraham and Sarah did share the same father, but they had different 
mothers (Genesis 20:12).


(2) Yet, she was Abraham’s wife.

b) Abraham deceived the Pharaoh.


2. Abraham’s lie demonstrated several facts about Abraham then.

a) His faith in God was not what it should have been.

b) His respect for others was not what it should have been.


(1) He jeopardized the safety of Sarah.

(2) He jeopardized the lives of Pharaoh and his people (Genesis 

12:17-18).

c) His value for himself was not what it should have been (Matthew 

16:24-26).

3. Abraham’s lie was not excused by God; in fact, God had to intervene to save 

everyone involved.

a) The situation did not determine whether the lie was right or wrong; God’s 

nature had already declared that lying was wrong.

b) What Abraham needed to do was repent (Genesis 13:3-4). God will 

forgive lying, but He will not condone it.

B. Abraham lied by overt omission in Genesis 20:2-6.


1. Abraham, a prophet of God, misled a very sincere man. On this occasion, 
Abimelech was more righteous than Abraham.

a) Abraham’s lie put these people in danger.

b) Abimelech had a clear conscience.

c) God knew Abimelech’s heart.
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2. Abraham’s explanation didn’t justify his lie (Genesis 20:11-13).

a) I didn’t think the fear of God was in this place.

b) I only told a half-lie.

c) I’ve told this story before.


3. Abraham needed to repent to God and Abimelech (Genesis 20:17).

C. Isaac lied overtly in Genesis 26:7.


1. Isaac was walking in the footsteps of his father.

2. The only difference was Isaac didn’t have the half-truth that Abraham had.

3. God condoned neither Abraham’s nor Isaac’s lies.


II. God Does Not Excuse Lying Today 
A. The Bible has a lot to say about ethics.


1. God’s word is the ethical standard for man.

a) God has given us rules and principles.


(1) Rules are absolute, objective laws.

(2) Principles are general guidelines used to decide what is right.


b) God determines what is right or wrong, not the situation. Some actions 
are generically right and others are inherently wrong.


2. God’s word presents the unchanging truth about lying.

a) God hates lying (Proverbs 6:17).

b) Yet men lie to others (Genesis 27:24), men lie to themselves (1 John 1:8), 

and men lie to God (1 John 1:10).

3. God’s word tells the outcome of lying.


a) Temporally, lies destroy our lives (Proverbs 19:5).

b) Eternally, lies destroy our spiritual rest (Revelation 21:8, 27; 22:15).


B. Joseph Fletcher had a lot to say about ethics.

1. Joseph Fletcher was the champion of situation ethics.


a) While serving as Professor of Situation Ethics at Episcopal Theological 
School at Cambridge, Fletcher published a book in 1966 called Situation 
Ethics: The New Morality.


b) While he died in 1991, his work has influenced multiple generations. If 
people feel they can create their own religious system, why shouldn’t 
they feel they can create their own ethical system?


2. Fletcher’s approach to decision-making is different from the Christian’s 
approach.

a) He said, “The situationist enters into every decision-making situation fully 

armed with the ethical maxims of his community and its heritage, and he 
treats them with respect as illustrators of his problems. Just the same he 
is prepared in any situation to compromise them or set them aside in the 
situation if love seems better served by doing so.”

(1) For him, “love” is the sole factor in making moral judgments.

(2) For him law and love are, at times, mutually exclusive.

(3) But the Bible says that love is the motivating force behind all of God’s 

law (John 14:15; Colossians 3:9; 1 John 5:2-3).

b) Fletcher allows the situation to determine what is ethically right or wrong. 

Something may be ordinarily wrong, but not always.
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c) The Christian allows God’s word to determine what is ethically right or 
wrong. Something that is wrong is always wrong.


3. Fletcher’s “situation ethics” is wrong for many reasons.

a) Situation ethics ignores the fact that there’s a higher principle than love 

for others, and that is love for God (Matthew 22:37-40).

b) Situation ethics assumes that man is able to know what is the “loving 

principle” in any situation without God’s guidance (Proverbs 14:12; 
Jeremiah 10:23).


c) Situation ethics ignores the fact that the Bible is filled with absolute 
prohibitions (Revelation 21:8, 27).


d) Situation ethics obscures right and wrong (Isaiah 5:20-21).

e) Situation ethics insults God and His word (2 Peter 1:3).

f) Situation ethics can’t work because it leads to chaos (Judges 17:6).


III. God Will Not Excuse Lying Tomorrow 
A. God’s nature and word will never change (Malachi 3:6). Man can never reach 

such an intellectual zenith where God will excuse lying or other sins. Lying is 
wrong for parents, teachers, preachers, doctors, and politicians.


B. Christians can never reach such a spiritual peak where God will excuse lying.

1. When we purposely mishandle truth to win an argument, we are deceptive.

2. When we purposely ignore truth, we are dishonest.

3. When we purposely fail to be responsible in our God-given work and make 

excuses, we are untruthful.

C. Austin O’Malley wrote, “A lie has no legs. It requires other lies to support it. Tell 

one lie and you are forced to tell others to back it up. Stretching the truth will 
not make it last any longer. Those that think it permissible to tell white lies soon 
grow colorblind.”


D. We don’t have to be abrasive and unkind just to be people of truth. We can 
exhibit tact (Proverbs 15:1; 25:15; Ephesians 4:29).


Conclusion. God did not ignore the patriarch’s lies, but He did forgive them. 
God will not ignore our lies; but He will forgive us if we repent. Live by the encouraging 
words of Paul and “speak truth” (Ephesians 4:25).


God is a God of truth, and we should be people of truth. It’s easier to preach a 
sermon than it is to practice it. It’s easier to tell others how to live instead of living it 
yourself. It’s easier to talk the talk than it is to walk the walk. The obligation to speak 
truth is just as necessary for me as it is for you. This is a hard sermon for everyone, 
including me. Speak truth, follow truth, and obey truth — today!
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