
Biblical Fatherhood 
Introduction. Professional baseball has been played in America since 1875, but 

on September 14, 1990, something happened that has never happened before or 
since. Late in his career, Ken Griffey, Sr., who had been a key member of the World 
Series champion Cincinnati Reds years before, was signed by the Seattle Mariners. His 
son Ken Griffey, Jr. was just starting his major league career. In the first inning of a 
game against the Angels, Griffey, Sr. hit a home run to left center field. His son followed 
him to the plate and hit another home run to almost exactly the same spot. It was the 
only time a father and son had hit back-to-back home runs in baseball history. Ken 
Griffey, Jr. said later that his father greeted him at the plate by saying, “That’s how you 
do it, son!”


There are few joys that can compare to seeing our children and grandchildren 
succeed. Whether it’s on a ball field, at a music recital, in an academic competition, or 
most importantly, seeing a child demonstrate character and competence in a spiritual 
way. But spiritual victory is not something that just happens. Every spiritual 
accomplishment and victory is the result of an intentional effort to prepare for the 
moment of challenge (Proverbs 23:15-16).


Even though Father’s Day only began in 1924, fatherhood began in the mind of 
God. Since God is the founder of fatherhood, when we want to know how to be good 
fathers, it’s wise to trust God and not lean on our own understanding or place our 
confidence in the wisdom of the world. God wants us to enjoy fatherhood by fulfilling 
its crucial responsibilities. Let’s look at qualities that make a godly father, some 
instructions on how to be a good father, and good examples of fathers in the Bible.


I. Qualities That Make A Godly Father 
A. There are no individual proverbs that address the husband like they do the wife. 

Proverbs 31 gives a peek of character when referring to the “worthy woman.”

B. However, the writer of Proverbs identifies several qualities that constitute the 

“worthy man,” and they show every man how to be a godly father.

1. Compassionate (12:10).

2. Hard-working (12:11).

3. Temperate (12:15; 16:32; 20:1).

4. Willing to be corrected (12:15; 15:12, 31-32).

5. Truthful (12:17, 19).

6. Fears God (13:13; 14:26).

7. Gentle in speech (15:1-2, 4).

8. Humble (15:25, 33).

9. Full of integrity (19:1; 20:7).

10. Forgiving (19:11).

11. Avoiding excesses (20:1).

12. Confesses sins (28:13).


II. How To Be A Godly Father 
A. Specific instructions from Ephesians 6:4 (cp. Colossians 3:21).


 of 1 4



1. Don’t provoke your children to wrath.

a) Don’t be unfair.


(1) This can be done by treating one child better than the other. We’re all 
aware of the problems in Jacob’s house (Genesis 29:30).


(2) Encourage your children to do their best (Ecclesiastes 9:10), but don’t 
expect perfection from them. Someone has said, “The best parent is 
one who remembers what it was like to be a kid.”


(3) In discipline an “eye for an eye” was to assure fair punishment 
(Leviticus 24:20). Would God want anything less than fair discipline?


b) Don’t be inconsistent.

(1) Mom’s mopping the floor and her little girl tracks in mud to bring her a 

flower. The mother is furious.

(2) Later, the little girl misbehaves, but mom feels bad about being angry 

earlier so she says nothing. The little girl is confused: Do good and 
get in trouble; do bad and apparently it’s okay.


c) Be careful to listen.

(1) Children need manners, so parents are normally very intent on 

teaching them about interrupting.

(2) But children also need to know that their parents will listen to their 

struggles when the time and conditions are right.

d) Let them know they are loved.


(1) This is done in word and deed. Even when reproving and rebuking 
them, they need to know it’s being done out of love, not anger.


(2) Loving them also means they experience appropriate counterpoints in 
acknowledging their good points and accomplishments.


2. Bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.

a) “Bring them up” means to “rear them to maturity.” “In the training and 

admonition” suggests training by instructions and warnings.

b) This means that fathers help children make decisions and show them the 

right way until one day they can make right decisions all alone.

c) This is your leadership and you have to get rid of the “white noise” of the 

“cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches” (Matthew 13:22). 
You’ve got to get serious about teaching them the ways of God 
(Deuteronomy 6:7-9), and keeping them free from the distractions of life,


B. Be a good husband.

1. Where the home is as God created it, a husband loves his wife and a father 

loves the mother of his children (Ephesians 5:25, 28, 33). In fact, the most 
important gift a father can give his children is to love their mother.


2. Loving means remaining faithful to your wife (Proverbs 5:18-20), respecting 
your wife, being kind to your wife (1 Corinthians 13:4-5), and supplying your 
wife’s spiritual, emotional, and physical needs (1 Timothy 5:8).


C. Be a strong Christian.

1. God wants all men to be not only Christians (1 Timothy 2:4), but good 

Christians (Ephesians 4:1). In Ephesians 4, there are a lot of qualities that 
men can use to be better fathers.

a) Speak truth (v. 25).
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b) Control your temper (v. 26).

c) Be honest (v. 28).

d) Watch your speech (v. 29).

e) Be kind and forgiving (vv. 31-32).

f) Paul wasn’t trying to and didn’t name everything that is right and wrong 

in the chapter. The idea was to always choose right.

2. There’s tremendous power in example.


a) Think about how many times you’ve seen a son doing what his father 
does; i.e. a father washes the car and the son helps.


b) If you want your child to gamble …

c) If you want your child to drink …

d) If you want your child to attend worship assemblies …

e) If you want your child to be consecrated in devotion to God …


III. Encouraging Examples Of Fathers 
A. Noah.


1. Noah stands out among fathers in the Bible as a man who clung to God in 
spite of the wickedness around him (Genesis 6:8; 2 Peter 2:5). What could 
be more relevant today?


2. Noah was far from perfect, but he was humble and protective of his family. 
He bravely carried out the task God assigned him (Genesis 6:22).


3. Modern fathers may feel they are in a thankless role, but God is always 
pleased by their devotion. God will bless and protect those who faithfully 
follow and obey Him.


B. Abraham.

1. What could be more frightening than being the father of an entire nation? 

That was the mission God gave Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3). He was a leader 
of tremendous faith, passing one of the most difficult tests God ever gave a 
man: Offering his son Isaac as a sacrifice (Genesis 22:2).


2. Abraham made mistakes when he relied on himself instead of God. Still, he 
embodied qualities that any father would be wise to develop. God needs 
fathers, in spite of our shortcomings.


C. Moses.

1. Moses was the father of two sons, Gershom and Eliezer, and he also served 

as a father figure to the entire Hebrew people as they escaped from slavery 
(Exodus 14:31; 33:11; Numbers 12:7-8).


2. He loved them and helped discipline and provide for them on their 40-year 
journey to Canaan.


3. He’s a good model that shows fathers that overwhelming tasks can be 
achieved when they stay close to God.


D. Joshua.

1. The new leader of God’s people was told to hold fast and follow the word. 

The result would be the presence of God (Joshua 1:8-9).

2. At the end of his life, as he exhorted the children of Israel, he referenced the 

choice he made for his own family (Joshua 24:15).


 of 3 4



E. Job.

1. He was a good man who cared about the spiritual condition of his children 

(Job 1:1, 5).

2. In Job 31, he referred to three specific sins that could trip up any man: lust 

(vv. 1-4), deceit (vv. 5-8), and adultery (vv. 9-12). He also spoke of helping the 
poor and fatherless (vv. 16-17), not being covetous (v. 24), and not cursing 
others (v. 30).


3. When shown to be wrong by God Himself, Job had the appropriate heart to 
“repent in dust and ashes” (42:1-6).


F. God.

1. God is the Father of us all in as much as we are all His offspring (Acts 17:29).

2. God is the Father of Christians (Romans 8:14).

3. Josh McDowell wrote a book called “The Father Connection” which showed 

how God manifests the characteristics and qualities we seek in fatherhood.

a) He is encouraging (Matthew 3:17).

b) He seeks our good (Matthew 7:11).

c) He exercises loving discipline (Hebrews 12:6).

d) He is patient and forgiving (2 Peter 3:9).


Conclusion. The enormous response to Bob Carlisle’s 1997 ballad “Butterfly 
Kisses,” which speaks of the tender love between a father and his daughter, makes 
Carlisle feel sad.


Carlisle’s rendition of the song became a major radio hit in the United States, 
reaching the top 10 of Hot 100 Airplay and becoming a number-one single on the Adult 
Contemporary chart. The song also received a Dove Award for Song of the Year, as 
well as a Grammy Award for Best Country Song.


“I get a lot of mail from young girls who try to get me to marry their moms,” he 
says. “That used to be a real chuckle because it’s so cute, but then I realized they don’t 
want a romance for mom; they want the father who is in that song. That just kills me.”


If God has blessed you with a child, He calls you to be a good and godly father. 
He has furnished you with instructions and examples. He, however, is the supreme 
example. If fathers want their children to perpetuate godly families, then they will raise 
their sons to be worthy men, and they will raise their daughters to look for worthy men. 
God’s word can bring great blessings if we will only use it.


I am deeply indebted to Harold Hancock for the use of his material.
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