
I’m An “Anti” 
Introduction. Used as a noun, the word “anti” means “a person opposed to a 

particular policy, activity, or idea.” The word only occurs five times in the New 
Testament, and is used only by John (1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 7). No matter what 
you’ve heard about “antichrists,” John said that they were people who had refused to 
believe in Jesus and make Him Lord of their lives.


The world says that Christians need to be people of love and support, but we 
can’t let the world define us. In fact, in several key ways we have to be “antis”. We’re 
going to look at three different ways that we need to have an “anti” streak in us. 

I. We Should Be Anti-Evil 
A. Honestly, everyone should be against the devil. He is the dreaded enemy of man 

(John 8:44; 1 Peter 5:8). He is the tempter and accuser of brethren (Matthew 
4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5; Revelation 12:10).


B. How can one possibly be for Jesus Christ without being against the devil? If you 
are against the devil, doesn’t that make you an “anti”?


C. Furthermore, God wants us to hate every false way (Psalm 119:104, 128; cp. 
Romans 12:9). The false way is the sinful and unrighteous way (1 John 3:4; 
5:17). One who sins is of his father, the devil (1 John 3:8).


D. How can one be a Christian and not be anti-evil? If you are against evil, doesn’t 
that make you an “anti” too?


II. We Should Be Anti-Human Authority 
A. Moses issued an important edict to Israel just before they entered Canaan 

(Deuteronomy 19:14; 27:17). Succeeding generations were to respect these 
landmarks and leave them undisturbed. They were established by divine decree 
and were not to be encroached on or moved.


B. Metaphorically, the New Testament serves as our map today revealing God’s 
landmarks and boundaries (Hebrews 8:5; Revelation 22:18-19). The one who 
does not receive Jesus’ words will be judged by those words in the last day 
(John 12:48).


C. What do I need to be mindful of when it comes to biblical authority?

1. I need to remember that God communicates to us using command, 

example, and necessary inference.

2. I need to remember the differences and implications of general and specific 

authority in the scriptures.

a) Sometimes people question us about the many items that we have or 

utilize that aren’t spoken of in scripture: church building, song books, etc.

b) These are expedients, and they are “useful for effecting a desired result; 

suited to the circumstances or the occasion; advantageous, convenient.”

c) General authority, utilizing lawful expedients, allows a congregation to 

make choices in their work. Specific authority, on the other hand, restricts 
what a congregation can do.
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3. I need to appreciate the limitations of silence, understanding that I can’t do 
what I want just because the Bible doesn’t say not to.


D. How can we possibly claim to be loyal to God, and yet accept human authority? 
Isn’t it essential to be against human authority if all authority has been given to 
Jesus Christ alone (Matthew 28:18)?

1. If you are against human authority in God’s service, doesn’t that sound like 

you are one of those fanatical “antis” we’ve heard so much about?

2. Our corrupt culture has long ago removed the ancient landmarks. So rather 

than always cursing the darkness, let’s not forget to light a candle. Look 
within our own lives, our own hearts, our own homes, and our own churches.


III. We Should Be Anti-Compromise 
A. Compromise is the acceptance of standards that are lower than is desirable. 

Compromise usually is the result of false teaching.

1. False teachers lead their victims into the ditch (Matthew 15:14).

2. False teachers and their doctrine beguiles unstable souls (2 Peter 2:14).

3. Those who have escaped from sin, but who are led back into it by false 

teaching, find themselves worse off than they once were because they have 
rejected the only salvation offered to them (2 Peter 2:20).


B. How’s it possible for one to be loyal to God and false teachers at the same 
time? Aren’t you for false teachers if you aren’t against them? How can it be 
otherwise? If you’re against false doctrine, doesn’t that make you an “anti” too?


C. Examples of compromise within the church:

1. Church support of colleges.


a) One does not have to be against education in order to hold to the truth 
on church support of colleges from the treasury.


b) The church’s duty is to be the pillar and ground of truth (1 Timothy 3:15).

(1) The church upholds spiritual truth.

(2) Churches are not to hold up scientific or mathematical truth, though 

these disciplines certainly agree with the Bible.

(3) It is not the work of churches to propagate historical truth, except 

where the history of the church is concerned.

c) I am against churches taking money from the treasury, which is to be 

used for the spread of the gospel and the relief of needy saints, and 
giving it to colleges because there is no authority for it.

(1) Can we find a command to do so?

(2) Can we find an example when a local church did so in the Bible?

(3) What scripture implies and from which we must necessarily infer 

church support of colleges and hospitals?

d) Therefore, to oppose this man-made work is not radical or un-

enlightened — it is right.

2. Church support of benevolent organizations.


a) I am all for the support of orphans and parentless children, as well as the 
aged, but that does not argue that the church must do it.


b) The church can only do the work that the Bible assigns it to do, which is 
the benevolent support of saints only (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-35; 11:27-30).
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c) Individual Christians can and should care for the fatherless and widows 
(1 Timothy 5:9; James 1:27).

(1) When all Christians do their duty, there is not a need for a human 

institution to meet such requirements.

(2) And if such institutions are needed, the church still has no authority to 

become involved.

3. Church support of entertainment and food.


a) I am am in full support of good, clean, wholesome entertainment. This 
allows them to have fun and it draws them together.


b) However, I am against the church supplying such entertainment because 
there is no command, example, or necessary inferences to support it.


c) The kingdom is spiritual (Luke 17:20-21; John 18:36; Romans 14:17). We 
have houses in which physical matters can be attended to (1 Corinthians 
11:22, 34).


D. What can churches scripturally do?

1. For decades, those in religious denominations have felt that the only path to 

growth involved these aforementioned activities. And that churches who 
refused to support them would wither and die.


2. But after many years, churches dedicated to the strict adherence of the New 
Testament pattern continue a strong tradition of growth and advancement in 
the kingdom of God. The following are some of the ways:

a) Work in other countries.


(1) Brethren have went to so many countries attempting to take the 
gospel to people who haven’t heard it before.


(2) Mexico, Belize, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, England, Germany, 
Kenya, Uganda, South Africa, Norway, Romania, Slovakia, Bulgaria, 
New Zealand, Australia, Philippines, China, and many other countries 
have been destinations for men who spread Christ’s message.


b) Preacher training.

(1) Several congregations, including this one, have engaged in the work 

of training young men to preach.

(2) This is in agreement with 2 Timothy 2:2, which gives the local church 

the charge of this important work.

c) Bible classes.


(1) Churches have taken to heart the need to edify their members and 
have arranged high-quality classes for all ages with devoted teachers.


(2) Individuals and companies have worked very diligently to provide top-
notch material for believers and churches to use to grow.


d) Gospel meetings.

(1) Churches continue to offer opportunities for people to hear the gospel 

through the avenue of weekends and week-long events.

(2) These are great chances for disciples to be enthused and get in their 

minds the need for invitations to hear gospel preaching.

e) Benevolence.


(1) Conservative brethren have not been slack in helping others with the 
material blessings necessary to live a comfortable life.
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(2) Both here and abroad, saints have been willing to both help people 
dramatically affected by natural disasters and the vicissitudes of life.


Conclusion. We are “aliens and strangers” (1 Peter 2:11) whose citizenship 
resides in heaven (Philippians 3:20). Don’t be afraid of the term “anti,” for it, under the 
proper circumstances, reflects the mind of God.


If your allegiance and agreement is with evil, falsehood, and compromise, then 
take time to reflect on the necessity of repentance for salvation. Let us sing for your 
encouragement and you can come to the front and take your stand with and for God. 

I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.
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