
The Significance Of Bible Classes 
Introduction. Sunday schools were originally literally schools: they were places 

were poor children could learn to read. The Sunday school movement began in Britain 
in the 1780s. The Industrial Revolution had resulted in many children spending all week 
working in factories. Philanthropists wanted to free these children from a life of 
illiteracy. Well into the 19th century, working hours were long. Moreover, Saturday was 
part of the regular work week. Sunday, therefore, was the only available time for these 
children to gain some education.


Robert Raikes (1725-1811) was the key promoter of the movement, which soon 
spread to America. Denominations and non-denominational organizations energetically 
created Sunday schools. Within decades, the movement had become extremely 
popular. By the mid-19th century, Sunday school attendance was a near universal 
aspect of childhood. Even parents who didn’t regularly attend church themselves 
generally insisted that their children go to Sunday school.


While “Sunday school” isn’t in the Bible, the concept of teaching opportunities 
outside the worship assemblies is. While the disciples met on Sunday to worship at 
Troas (Acts 20:7), Paul taught daily in the school of Tyrannus in Ephesus (Acts 19:9; cp. 
20:20). The education program of any congregation is one of the most critical and 
significant aspects of growth and development. Ira North said, “The congregation that 
goes all out for its educational program, encouraging every member to attend, and 
providing the proper incentive, motivation, and training for its teachers will be the 
congregation that will look forward to healthy growth.”


Paul wrote, “Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you 
also are doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11). How seriously Christians take learning the 
scriptures and therefore how they draw near to God will be reflected by their desire and 
participation in Bible classes, including our week-long series coming next week. Let’s 
turn our attention to five outcomes accomplished by our Bible classes.


I. Bible Classes Promote The Work Of The Church 
A. The church is in the business of making and teaching disciples (Acts 6:7). The 

task of strengthening saints is called edification (1 Corinthians 14:26). The only 
way we can do this with God’s approval is through the Bible (2 Timothy 2:15).


B. The word of God is the textbook for every Bible class. The only food is the word 
of God. We definitely want to take advantage of every opportunity to teach and 
study from the Bible.


C. According to 2 Timothy 3:16-17, the Bible is profitable in:

1. Doctrine — teaching.

2. Reproof — refuting error and rebuking sin.

3. Correction — to set up straight.

4. Instruction — training or discipline.


II. Bible Classes Provide A Way For Feeding 
A. The idea of “feeding the flock of God” in Acts 20:28 is the same as “pastoring” 

them (cp. 1 Peter 5:2).
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1. Elders make sure that the preacher first develops himself (1 Timothy 4:12-16) 
so that he can develop others (2 Timothy 4:2).


2. Elders supply good teachers who have been properly trained, proper 
teaching equipment, good scriptural literature, and a good system of study.


3. Any child not fed will soon perish (1 Peter 2:2). Through our Bible classes, 
we are helping the elders carry out their work.


B. Elders make sure that each member is fed well. Assembling the flock three 
times a week, along with other special classes and gospel meetings, and 
regularly giving them spiritual food will prevent spiritual immaturity (1 
Corinthians 3:1-2; 13:11; 14:20).


III. Bible Classes Produce Tomorrow’s Leaders 
A. We want all those who are younger to grow up knowing the importance of 

serving God. In our Bible classes, we are training soldiers in the Lord’s army.

B. This church needs elders, deacons, preachers, and teachers. Bible classes help 

train youth in the way they should go (Proverbs 22:6).

1. Part of “the way they should go” is learning more about scripture. This 

knowledge instills in them a desire to be future servants of Christ (1 Timothy 
3:1-11; Titus 1:5-9). It’s a critical job requiring great desire.


2. Parents, it’s so important to see that your children come to Bible classes. 
Our future pillars of the church are made there (Galatians 2:9). The desire is 
ignited by enthusiastic teachers sharing the word of God.


IV. Bible Classes Prevent Unfaithfulness In The Church 
A. Encouragement to live faithfully is always needed. We have to take every 

opportunity to edify (1 Thessalonians 3:13; Jude 17-23).

B. We exhort or urge (cp. Matthew 8:5, “pleading;” v. 31, “begging”) people daily to 

prevent them from turning from God in unfaithfulness (Hebrews 3:13; 10:25).

1. A lack of knowledge destroyed the people of God in the Old Testament 

(Hosea 4:1-7; Amos 4:6-12). Churches have to get the roots of scripture into 
Christians before Satan snatches them away (Luke 8:11-12).


2. We’ve been worried about the fact that people won’t come back after the 
pandemic because of a loss of faith. But maybe what the pandemic has 
revealed is what wasn’t there in the first place.


3. I’m not 100% responsible for a lack of faith, but every church needs to ask 
itself what it can do to deepen the discipleship of its members.


V. Bible Classes Prepare For Eternity 
A. The time we actively and faithfully participate in Bible classes prepare us for 

living each day and striving to make heaven our eternal home.

1. Gaining knowledge sets us free from sin (John 8:32).

2. Gaining knowledge modifies our thoughts (Philippians 4:8).

3. Gaining knowledge modifies our behavior (2 Peter 3:8-13).


B. One thing that our world needs today is hope. Gaining knowledge in our Bible 
classes will produce hope, and that hope will be a constant source of rejoicing 
(Proverbs 10:28; Romans 5:2; 12:12; Hebrews 3:6).
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Conclusion. What is your attitude toward Bible classes? Bible classes are 
essential and significant. But we aren’t advocating gaining Bible knowledge for the 
sake of knowledge. Bible classes affect us in many other ways. May God bless us with 
desire, dedication, and perseverance. Because of this, let’s commit to participating in 
our weekly classes.


I am deeply indebted to Mark Posey for the use of his material.
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