
Crowns For Christians 

Introduction. Perhaps the most widely-viewed piece in the Crown Jewels is St. 
Edward’s Crown, which has 444 stones, both precious and semi-precious. The nearly 
five pounds of gold used to construct the crown is today worth around $125,000, while 
the collection of stones in the precious metal likely place the value of this crown around 
$39 million. The crown is reserved only for use during the moment of coronation. It is 
considered a holy relic, kept in the saint’s shrine at Westminster Abbey.


The Bible speaks of Christians receiving crowns several times, but what does 
this mean? We normally think of only God being King (1 Timothy 1:17), and therefore, 
only He wears a crown.


But as we’ll see, there are different crowns mentioned in the New Testament. 
This doesn’t represent many rewards, but different points of view of one prize. We’re all 
working toward God’s great reward (Matthew 10:41-42). It is the exceptional and 
singular hope of the faithful (Ephesians 4:4).


I want to encourage you over the next several minutes to set your mind on 
receiving these crowns and motivate you to work for them.


I. Crowns In The New Testament 

A. There are five crowns mentioned in the New Testament:

1. An imperishable crown (1 Corinthians 9:25).

2. A crown of joy or rejoicing (Philippians 4:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:19).

3. A crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8).

4. A crown of life (James 1:12; Revelation 2:10).

5. A crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4).


B. Two Greek words are translated “crown(s)’ in the English Bible.

1. The first is diadema.


a) We transliterate the word “diadem” from it, and some of our English 
versions use this word (Isaiah 28:5; 62:3; Revelation 12:3).


b) This is not necessarily the large golden crown filled with jewels that we 
think of. It is defined as a fillet or a strip of material used as a headband.


c) This crown always symbolizes kingly or imperial dignity (Revelation 12:3; 
13:1; 19:12). But this is not the word in our lesson texts. Our passages 
are in no way suggesting that Christians are made kings.


2. The second is stephanos.

a) This is a wreath or garland that is often made of vines or leaves.

b) This crown was worn as a victor’s crown signifying the winner of a 

competition such as a race (like in the ancient Olympics). This was also 
worn on festive occasions like a wedding.


c) This is the kind of crown spoken of in our lesson texts and on any 
occasion the New Testament is speaking Christians having a “crown.”


II. A Deeper Understanding Of Crowns 

A. An imperishable crown (1 Corinthians 9:25).
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1. Everything on this earth is subject to decay and will perish. Jesus urges us 
to not store our treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19).


2. This is analogous to what Paul was saying about that wreath of leaves that 
was soon to turn brittle and fall apart. But not so the heavenly crown; 
faithful endurance wins a heavenly reward which is “an inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:4).


B. A crown of joy or rejoicing (Philippians 4:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:19).

1. In the context of Philippians 4, Paul is expressing joy over those he has led 

to Christ.

2. We should all rejoice when we learn of the obedience of others (Luke 15:7). 

However, we will also rejoice at the beauty of heaven, the presence of God, 
Christ, and the Spirit while we spend eternity enjoying our reward for 
faithful living (Revelation 21:4).


C. A crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8).

1. This crown was the appropriate reward of Paul’s efforts to be personally 

holy, and to spread the principles of holiness throughout the world.

2. This is why we preach and teach against the “works of the flesh” (Galatians 

5:19-21), the “things which are not fitting” (Romans 1:28), and the acts that 
are “contrary to sound doctrine” (1 Timothy 1:10). We want you wearing a 
crown of righteousness on the last day!


3. Because it is obtained and possessed in a righteous way, and not by force 
and deceit as earthly crowns sometimes are, it is an everlasting crown. It is 
promised to all who love the Lord and eagerly wait for His return 
(Philippians 3:20).


D. A crown of life (James 1:12; Revelation 2:10).

1. The word “life” is used to show a relationship that is right with God (John 

10:10).

a) Just as items such as air, food, and water are vital for our physical lives, 

Jesus provides us what is required for our spiritual lives.

b) He is the One who provides “living water” and is the “bread of life” 

(John 4:10, 6:35).

2. We know that our earthly lives will end. But we have the amazing promise 

that comes only to those who come to God through Jesus (1 John 2:25).

3. James tells us that this crown of life is for all those who love God (James 

1:12). The question is how do we demonstrate our love for God (1 John 
5:3)? As His children we must keep His commandments, obeying Him, 
always remaining faithful.


E. A crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4).

1. Although Peter is addressing elders, the crown will be awarded to all those 

who long for or love His appearing. “Glory” refers to the very nature of God 
and His actions. It entails His great splendor and brightness.

a) Think of Stephen who, while being stoned to death, was able to look 

into the heavens and see the glory of God (Acts 7:55-56).

b) This word also means that the praise and honor we bestow to God is 

due Him because of who He is (Isaiah 42:8, 48:11; Galatians 1:5).
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2. It also recognizes that Christians are blessed to enter into the kingdom, into 
the very likeness of Christ Himself (Romans 8:18; 1 Peter 5:10).


III. Some Applications About The Crowns 

A. The prize is valuable.

1. It is eternal life which will be characterized by righteousness, joy, and glory.

2. It is incorruptible which means the shine never dims and the blessings will 

never end — we will never tire of them.

3. Where else can you find such a prize? Life under the sun is nothing but 

“vanity” (Ecclesiastes 1:1-3).

4. Everlasting life in hell is no blessing (John 5:28-29).


B. The prize will be given to us by Jesus when He comes again (Matthew 
25:31-34; 2 Timothy 4:8; Revelation 2:10).


C. What we do to receive the prize:

1. Be diligent (1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

2. Endure temptation (Revelation 2:10).

3. Don’t let someone take your crown (Revelation 3:11) — it is “laid up” or 

“reserved” for you (Colossians 1:5; 2 Timothy 4:8; 2 Peter 1:4).

4. Finish the race according to the rules (2 Timothy 2:5; cp. Hebrews 12:1).


D. Though we receive a crown of glory, the glory belongs to God and Christ (cp. 
Revelation 4:4, 10-11).


Conclusion. If you want the reward of faithfulness, we’ll help you put on your 
crown today. You’ll then wear it through your life of unwavering service through life’s 
ups and downs, diligently fulfilling the will of God.
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