
David’s Four Lambs 
Introduction. The man that God had exalted had now brought reproach on 

Israel. In the sad incident of David and Bathsheba, David had to hear the words of 
Nathan the prophet, which were really the words from God, and they struck him to his 
heart (2 Samuel 12:7).


David’s heartfelt anguish is exposed in Psalm 32 (vv. 3-6) and his penitent prayer 
is recorded in Psalm 51 (vv. 2-4, 7-10). As a result of his confession, “I have sinned” in 
2 Samuel 12:13 and his plea for mercy, God lifted a portion of David’s angry decree 
(cp. v. 5). David would not die as a result of his sin, but his formula, “He shall restore 
fourfold for the lamb” in v. 6 did indeed come true.


The concept of restitution existed in the Old Law (Exodus 22:1; Luke 19:8). And 
as the historical narrative continues through 2 Samuel, David paid four for the one he 
had taken (Uriah the Hittite). We’ll trace the four lambs David lost because of his sin 
and the two very important lessons to be learned from it.


I. The Four Lambs 
A. Lamb #1 — the baby born to David and Bathsheba.


1. The pronouncement of death was given in v. 14 and fulfilled in v. 18.

2. A truly innocent life died as a result of David’s multi-layered sin.


B. Lamb #2 — David’s oldest son, Amnon.

1. After Amnon had violated his sister Tamar (2 Samuel 13:14), another of 

David’s sons, Absalom, decided to kill Amnon. Two years would pass before 
Absalom would accomplish his purpose (2 Samuel 13:23).


2. At the sheep shearing time, Absalom gave a festive party for the other sons  
of David, including Amnon (2 Samuel 13:24-27).


3. For Amnon, it would be his “last supper,” for while the festivities were  
underway, Amnon was killed (2 Samuel 13:28-29).


4. Absalom had two years in which to either become more forgiving or become 
more bitter and vengeful. He chose the latter.


C. Lamb #3 — David’s third son, Absalom. 

1. As a result of Amnon’s murder, Absalom fled from his father and after being 

permitted to return to Jerusalem, eventually led a conspiracy against him (2 
Samuel 15:1-6, 10). The rebellion would end tragically.


2. David sent his forces under the direction of Joab, to put down the rebellion  
and restore order. David gave emphatic instructions that Absalom be “dealt 
with gently” and no harm come to him (2 Samuel 18:2-5).


3. David’s forces won a great victory over the insurgents led by Absalom. In 
fleeing, Absalom was caught by his hair in a tree. When reported to Joab, he 
killed him (2 Samuel 18:14). David would later ask when the runners arrived, 
“Is the young man Absalom safe?” (2 Samuel 18:29, 32).


D. Lamb #4 — David’s fourth son, Adonijah.

1. This was Absalom’s younger brother.

2. David lay gravely ill in Jerusalem (1 Kings 1:1). Seeing his father at the point 

of death, Adonijah took advantage of the situation and was in the process of 
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having himself proclaimed king over Israel in his father’s place (1 Kings 
1:5-7).


3. Bathsheba, realizing the extreme gravity of the situation, went to David and 
requested him to name her son Solomon as king, which David did (1 Kings 
1:32-35). Soon thereafter, David died but there was one last lamb yet to die.


4. Once established on the throne of Israel, Solomon ordered the death of his  
brother Adonijah (1 Kings 2:25).


II. Two Important Lessons 
A. The first lesson is that a person’s sin extends far beyond himself.


1. Sin will affect your family, friends, and often the stranger whom you’ve never 
met, often through rumors and the reproach it brings to your name.


2. Sin has consequences. Someone once said, “Results are what we expect, 
but consequences are what we get.”


3. David broke at least three of the ten commandments:

a) The tenth: You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife (Exodus 20:17).

b) The seventh: You shall not commit adultery (Exodus 20:14).

c) The sixth: You shall not murder (Exodus 20:13). This one was to cover up 

having broken the other two.

4. He also resorted to deception in the cover-up (some have said that this was 

a violation of the ninth commandment of bearing false witness). As David 
himself had described, the man who did it “… had no pity” (2 Samuel 12:6).


5. David, like Samson, proved that sin will be discovered and will come back 
around to you (Genesis 4:7; Judges 14:1-3; 16:1-6; cp. Job 34:22; 
Lamentations 2:14; Hebrews 4:12).


B. The second lesson is that we can’t hypercritically or hypocritically judge.

1. David further compounded the tragic consequences of his sin by his pious 

act in imposing judgment, not realizing that he was, in fact, passing 
judgment on himself and his family.


2. Wise indeed is the person who heeds the warning of our Lord (Matthew 
7:1-2). Was that not, in fact, what happened to David?

a) Jesus condemns hypercritical and hypocritical judgment. Max Lucado 

wrote, “It’s one thing to have an opinion. It’s quite another to pass a 
verdict. It’s one thing to have a conviction; it’s another to convict the 
person.”


b) While we should “judge with righteous judgment” (John 7:24; 1 
Corinthians 5:11), judging is wrong when we judge others …

(1) By jumping to conclusions without knowing all the facts.

(2) Without understanding the situation or the circumstances.

(3) By impugning and attacking their motives.

(4) With partiality, partisanship, and prejudice.

(5) With nit-picking, hair-splitting assumptions.

(6) By appearance instead of righteousness.

(7) Without grace, mercy, or love.

(8) When we have worse faults in our own lives which need correcting.
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Conclusion. While sin stains and destroys, God has a plan for cleansing and 
restoring. It includes several measures. Faith destroys the love of sin (1 John 5:4). 
Repentance destroys the practice of sin (2 Corinthians 7:9-10). Baptism destroys the 
state of sin (Romans 6:3). Forgiveness destroys the guilt of sin (Ephesians 1:7). 
Resurrection destroys the punishment of sin (1 Corinthians 15:22).


Sin must be reconciled, and there are only two ways. The first way is to attempt 
it yourself in hell. Disobedience — doing nothing toward the gospel — will do that. The 
second way is for Christ to redeem with His own blood. Obedience to the gospel will 
graciously provide the redemption from sins.


This episode is a stark reminder that we all need to watch and pray (Matthew 
26:41; Mark 14:38). But the aftermath is also encouraging. After all of this had taken 
place, David and Bathsheba finally found peace. They had another child whose name, 
symbolically and prophetically, was Solomon, “the peaceful.” He was the pledge or 
promise of peace. God called him “Jedidiah,” the Jehovah-loved. God turned the curse 
into blessing, but David was forever marred by what happened with Bathsheba (1 
Kings 15:5). Don’t let the devil have power in your life. You can come back from it, but 
only if you’re willing to confess and repent of it.


I am deeply indebted to Mark Posey for the use of his material.
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