
Your Conscience: A Precious Gift 

Introduction. Charles Colson, in the Wheaton College Magazine, wrote, “More 
than ever before in American history — indeed in Western history — we are witnessing 
the near-death of conscience.


An incident in Indiana a few years ago brought this home to me. I had visited the 
prison several times before, but that day a young inmate responded to my proffered 
handshake by smacking my hand away. In many years of visiting prisons, I had never 
before encountered such direct and immediate hostility from a complete stranger. For 
obvious reasons, prisoners are rarely cheerful, but I saw in those eyes that day a 
hardness I had never encountered before. Since then, however, I have seen a similar 
hardness reflected in the eyes of countless other inmates, particularly younger ones.


I asked the assistant warden, a Christian, what was happening. ‘This place has 
greatly changed,’ he said. ‘Ten years ago I could talk to these kids about right and 
wrong. Now they don’t even know what I’m talking about.’ He said older prisoners 
were demanding protection from the newly arrived nineteen- or twenty-year-olds, an 
ominous reversal. Historically, younger guys needed protection from the older cons. 
The horrifying truth is that we have bred a generation with unformed consciences.”


Paul discussed the conscience more often than any other writer. He attached a 
man’s conscience to the very heart of his ability to be faithful to God in the subject of 
eating meats sacrificed to idols. Eating wasn’t an essential of the faith, nor was 
abstaining, so the conscience had to be consulted (1 Corinthians 10:25-29).


In order to see why the conscience is a precious gift, we’ll investigate some 
fundamentals of the conscience, some myths about the conscience, and how to be 
sure you don’t violate your conscience so that we no longer feel its prodding.


I. Some Fundamentals About Your Conscience 

A. What does the term mean?

1. All of the language etymologies (Greek, Latin, and English) of the word seem 

to tell the same story.

2. Your conscience is your ability to know, comprehend, determine, or sense 

right from wrong.

B. The conscience is our moral regulator.


1. The conscience exists to provoke someone to the right course of action.

a) While not mentioning the conscience by name, Acts 2:37 is talking about 

the conscience of the assembled Jews when they heard Peter’s sermon.

b) Baptism into Christ is not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but is 

the answer of a good conscience toward God (1 Peter 3:21).

2. The conscience comforts when someone does right (Acts 23:1; 24:16), and it 

condemns when they do wrong (2 Samuel 12:7-9, 13; Isaiah 6:5; John 8:9).


II. Where Does Your Conscience Come From? 

A. Myths versus facts:

1. Myth #1: Sometimes you will hear people say, “You need to train your 

conscience.” Actually, this is inaccurate for a very important reason.
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a) The conscience is arbitrary. It doesn’t choose sides when the internal 
debate begins. It’s only there to provoke one to do right and condemn 
one when they do wrong.


b) The correct view is that we have to train our mind and heart regarding 
what is right and wrong according to God, and then we will act in 
agreement with our conscience’s prodding (Hebrews 5:14).


c) The conscience always operates in a man in conjunction with what he 
knows to be right and wrong (1 Corinthians 8:7, 10).


2. Myth #2: “Let your conscience be your guide” is not accurate advice. What 
we should do is let our knowledge of right and wrong be our guide.

a) Suppose your conscience has bad information to work with. What if what 

you “know” to be true is actually wrong?

b) How else can we explain Saul’s actions with the Amalekites (1 Samuel 

15:13-14)? He was perfectly fine with his actions, and even bragged to 
Samuel about what he did.

(1) Killing the majority of the Amalekites was perfectly fine with Saul and 

his conscience because God commanded it, but so was sparing 
Agag, even though God told him destroy the Amalekites.


(2) He believed his judgment was great enough and his course wise 
enough that he lost no sleep over the bleating of the sheep.


B. Everyone has a conscience.

1. I’ve heard people who were evil described as not having a conscience.


a) Yes, they have a conscience, but they might not listen to it.

(1) One can know right from wrong, having been taught it since 

childhood, yet he may ignore what he knows about right and wrong 
completely.


(2) This doesn’t mean he doesn’t have a functioning conscience; it just 
means he chooses to ignore it.


(3) People do this because they want to enjoy the pleasure of sin more 
than they want to do right (cp. Hebrews 11:24-25).


b) A second option might be that they believe what they are doing is right. 
How could Hitler order the death of millions of Jews? Because he 
believed it was right to do so.


2. Several in the Bible showed deference to their conscience:

a) Isaiah was provoked by his conscience when he saw the glorious 

heavenly scene (Isaiah 6:1-5).

b) Jacob was stirred with remorse over what he had done to Esau (Genesis 

33:8-11).

c) David was grieved by his sin with Bathsheba (Psalm 51:1-10).

d) The prodigal son was moved by his conscience to intense grief, once he 

finally started listening to it (Luke 15:18-19).

e) The thief on the cross showed he had a conscience in spite of his 

criminal past (Luke 23:40-43).

C. Your conscience is always on the job.


1. From Paul’s comments in his defense (Acts 23:1; 24:16), we can conclude 
that his conscience was always on the job, and he always listened to it.


 of 2 3



2. He knew that he must submit to its constant prodding if he wanted to please 
God, because his conscience was given to him for that very reason.


D. Your conscience can fail to provoke you to right conduct because it can be 
defiled (1 Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:15).


III. How To Be Certain Your Conscience Never Fails 

A. You have to resolve to live right before God.

1. One might never have been taught right from wrong, and so his conscience, 

when it pleads, will do so in conjunction with what the man thinks, rather 
than what he knows to be right (1 Timothy 3:8-9).


2. This principle was much of Paul’s argument about the eating of meats. 
Eating meats was not wrong unless one did it in contradiction of his 
conscience (Romans 14:2, 6; 1 Corinthians 8:7, 10).


3. People do what they know to be wrong because they want to. They don’t 
care what God or anyone else thinks about it. You’ve got to be someone 
who hungers and thirsts after righteousness (Colossians 1:9-12).


B. You have to resolve to always listen to your conscience.

1. Part of waging good spiritual warfare is having a good conscience (1 

Timothy 1:19).

2. But people who depart from the faith will have a seared conscience (1 

Timothy 4:2). They become “past feeling” (Ephesians 4:19).

C. You have to resolve never to argue with your conscience.


1. I pity those people who argue the case for their sins when they face the Lord 
in judgment. They are masters of rationalization and excuse-making.


2. No matter how clearly they are in violation of God’s law, they will ignore all 
reason and argue how what they do is okay for them (Proverbs 16:18; 
Matthew 7:21-23; James 4:17; 1 John 1:8).


D. You have to resolve to never let the world overrule your conscience. If it is 
wrong to cause a “weak in knowledge” brother to stumble (Romans 14:1-5, 
14-15, 23; 1 Corinthians 8:13), then it is most certainly wrong for a Christian 
who knows the truth to let the world pressure him into violating his conscience 
(Romans 12:2; 1 Peter 1:14).


Conclusion. The reason why the conscience is a precious gift is because it is an 
instrument of the mind, put there when God created man, to assist the God-fearing 
person in their path of righteousness. And when someone is truly discerning of the will 
of God and humbly wants to follow God, the conscience works remarkably well.


Having studied the conscience and what the Bible says about it, let’s finally ask: 
“When you sin, is it because your conscience fails you?” The answer is no. When you 
sin, it is because you choose to do so. What will your conscience provoke you to do as 
we sing the invitation song today? What will your answer be?


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.
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