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“He Counts The Stars” 
Introduction. Rich Tatum wrote, “My wife and I recently went on vacation and 

took along a camera. Upon our return, my wife began proudly showing off our latest 
set of vacation photos; she’d then tell me her coworkers’ reactions. After a few days of 
this, I noticed a recurring theme. Invariably, people would say, ‘Wow, your husband 
must have a really nice camera!’


Even though people liked my photos, I was disappointed. I wanted them to 
acknowledge what a good photographer I am, not what a good camera I have.


I ranted to my wife: ‘Why do people do this? Nobody looks at a painting and 
says, ‘Nice brushes!’ Nobody looks at a skyscraper and says, ‘Nice drafting table!’ 
Nobody looks at a sculpture and says, ‘Nice chisel!’ What’s wrong with these people?’


It felt good to get that off my chest. Until my wife reminded me, ‘So, how often 
do you look at creation and say, ‘Nice work, God’?”


People who realize they’re created in the image of God should be thankful and 
praise Him. Not only for who He is, but for what He’s done for all of us. 


Psalm 147 points to the time in Israel’s history when they returned to their 
homeland following Babylonian captivity. After Nehemiah led the people in rebuilding 
the walls of Jerusalem, he called them together for dedication and celebration. It’s 
believed this psalm was written for that occasion.


I believe that everyone who attends a worship service, multiple times in their life, 
wonders why they’re here. If you tried to explain what we do every week to someone 
with zero conception of religion and worship, it would just come across as crazy. But 
psalms like this one really help the weary and heavy laden pilgrim know why they can 
put trust in God and worship Him in the beauty of His holiness (cp. Psalm 29:2).


I. The Outline Of Psalm 147 
A. Praise to the Lord because the people have been restored (vv. 1-6).


1. While God punished His people for their sins with captivity, He continued to 
care for them. Now, broken-hearted while estranged from their beloved 
homeland, they’ve sorrowfully repented as a nation.


2. So, God in His goodness graciously returned them home. There were three 
returns from captivity: 1) Zerubbabel and Joshua; 2) Ezra; and, 3) Nehemiah.


B. Singing to the Lord because the land has been refreshed (vv. 7-11).

1. The exiles left a land that had been plundered and pillaged by the 

Babylonians (2 Kings 25:8-10).

2. Now, God revived it with the early and latter rains. Grass was growing, seed 

was planted, food was provided for the animals, and harvest time was 
coming.


C. Extolling the Lord because the word has been revealed (vv. 12-20).

1. God’s prophetic word made possible the people’s return. Ezra, the priest and 

scribe, assembled the people and read from the book of the Law. He 
explained it and helped them understand it.


2. To which the people responded with bowed heads, humbled hearts, and 
lifted hands shouting, “Amen! Amen!” (Nehemiah 8:1-8).
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II. Why We Praise God 
A. We praise God for His power. 


1. Consider this incredible affirmation: “He counts the stars and calls them all 
by name. How great is our Lord! His power is absolute! His understanding is 
beyond comprehension!” (Psalm 147:5 NLT).


2. Three hundred years ago astronomers thought there were around 1,000 stars 
in the universe. Today, it’s believed there are over 100 billion stars in our 
Milky Way Galaxy. And a 2016 study estimated that the cosmos contains 
two trillion galaxies. So, when you stand outside on a clear night and marvel 
at the awe-inspiring beauty of a star-lit sky, praise God for His magnificent 
majesty and awesome power (Jeremiah 32:17).


3. However, the gospel is another manifestation of God’s power (Romans 1:16). 
It is anchored by the power of Christ’s resurrection and it gives us the hope 
of resurrection too (1 Corinthians 6:14; 2 Corinthians 13:4). Nothing in the 
heart of man is too great for the power of God (Matthew 19:16-26).


B. We praise God for His provision.

1. In an old Dennis the Menace comic strip, Dennis and his friend Joey are 

leaving Mrs. Wilson’s house with their hands full of cookies. “I wonder what 
we did to deserve this?” wondered Joey. “Look, Joey,” replied Dennis who 
wasn’t always very nice to the Wilsons, “Mrs. Wilson gives us cookies not 
because we’re nice, but because she’s nice.”


2. Well, we’re not always good, but God is good all the time. The hymn “Count 
Your Many Blessings,” reminds us that we’ve been given so much that we 
don’t deserve.

a) As I look out the window, the sun rises, starting a beautiful day. I see 

God’s gorgeous handiwork, while I write in a comfortable home. There’s 
food in the cabinets and clothes in the closets. I have money to buy what 
I need and gas in a vehicle to take me wherever I want to go. So many 
bountiful blessings! More than I can count (Luke 12:7, 24; 2 Corinthians 
8:9; Philippians 4:19; Hebrews 13:5).


b) Beyond this, we have spiritual blessings like the forgiveness off sins 
(Ephesians 1:7) which leads to peace and freedom from guilt (Romans 
5:1-2). The scriptures provide me with everything I need to live (2 Peter 
1:3) and God gives me the support I need to serve Him (1 Peter 5:7).


C. We praise God for His providence.

1. Like Israel, even when our circumstances seem less than ideal, God is there. 

He is seeing, hearing, caring, providing, accomplishing His purpose, and 
working His will.


2. Providence is God’s foresight and forethought in creating the universe 
whereby He could be in control and carry out His purpose to its ultimate 
consummation. There are several examples of providence in scripture:

a) Joseph (Genesis 45:5-7; 50:20).

b) Cyrus (Isaiah 44:24-28; Ezra 1:1-4).

c) Esther (Esther 4:14).

d) Pharaoh (Exodus 9:16; Romans 9:17).

e) Onesimus (Philemon 15-16).
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3. I may not see or understand providence right now — but I believe it’s so. 
This unseen quality calls for trust in Him and commitment to His eternal plan 
in Christ Jesus.

a) If the existence of providence wasn’t enough, I’m humbled beyond belief 

to realize God’s greatest pleasure is in me and you.

b) “You were planned for God’s pleasure,” writes Rick Warren. That seems 

impossible, inconceivable, and incredible. Yet, the psalmist affirms it’s so.


Conclusion. That the Almighty God who created this amazing cosmos, yet 
desires a relationship with you and I and takes pleasure in us is beyond our 
comprehension. This is such a great reminder of how great God is: Why we worship 
Him, serve Him, and love Him. Praise God! 

I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.

 of 3 3


