
It’s Wise To Look Up 
Introduction. Tim Keller writes, “My brother-in-law would never wear a seat belt 

in the car. I berated him for it. Then one day he picked me up at the airport, and he had 
on his seat belt. I asked, ‘What happened? What changed you?’ ‘I went to visit a friend 
of mine in the hospital who was in a car accident and went through the windshield,’ my 
brother-in-law said. ‘He had two or three hundred stitches in his face. I said to myself, 
‘I’d better wear my seat belt.’ ‘Did you not know that if you didn’t wear your seat belt 
you would go through the windshield if you had an accident?’ I asked. ‘Of course I 
knew it,’ he said. ‘When I went to the hospital to see my friend, I got no new 
information, but the information I had became new. The information got real to my 
heart and finally sank down and affected the way I live.’”


The question introducing the paragraph of James 3:13-18: “Who is wise and 
understanding among you?” is in fact a challenge. If you claim to be wise, demonstrate 
your wisdom in the works that true wisdom produces.


“Understanding” describes one who is an expert, who has special knowledge or 
training. Thus anyone who would be a teacher, who claims to be an expert with special 
understanding, is under obligation to “show [it] by his good conduct.” He should 
possess “know how” and be skilled in applying God’s truth to practical, everyday living. 
He is the one who remembers his responsibilities and is not corrupted by sensual, 
earthly wisdom. Instead, in 3:17, he is motived by the wisdom from above, and we’re 
going to explore the seven qualities of godly wisdom.


Wisdom is a virtue available to all (cp. 1:5-6). You probably will not have any new 
information revealed to you today, but I pray that the information will become new to 
you again, sinking deep in your heart and modifying your behavior.


I. Wisdom From Above Is Pure 
A. “Pure” means “unmixed, unalloyed, or uncontaminated by any impurity.” It is a 

simple word indicating moral and spiritual integrity.

B. This characteristic of the wisdom from above will, through the power of the holy 

scriptures, produce holy lives (Psalm 73:1; 1 Timothy 1:5; 2 Peter 3:14).


II. Wisdom From Above Is Peaceable 
A. People invested with wisdom from above are peace-loving. They seek peace 

and pursue it (1 Peter 3:11). They get along with others (Matthew 5:9).

B. The word signifies a humble patience, a steadfastness able to submit to 

injustice, disgrace, and maltreatment without hatred and malice, trusting in God 
in spite of all of it (Genesis 13:8; Proverbs 15:18; Hebrews 12:14).


C. As great as peace is, purity (righteousness) comes before peace and peace at 
any price is not worth the having. Jesus spurned the devil’s peace of surrender.


III. Wisdom From Above Is Gentle 
A. This is considerate, kind, and equitable. With such an attitude, the saint, 

motivated and empowered by wisdom, will follow in the footsteps of his Lord (2 
Corinthians 10:1).
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B. The Lord was gentle (Luke 18:16). Paul, in imitating Christ, was gentle (1 
Thessalonians 2:7). And all servants of God are to be gentle (2 Timothy 2:24).


IV. Wisdom From Above Is Willing To Yield 
A. This element of wisdom means compliant, reasonable, and willing to change 

when shown from God’s word. This is not an obstinate, self-seeking person.

B. This is not a weak, gullible person, but someone who has a willing deference to 

others when unalterable scriptural or moral principles are not involved. They are 
accommodating and give way in argument. The master of the servant was 
willing to yield (Matthew 18:27).


C. The opposite of this word is “disobedient.” This is the only time this word 
occurs in the New Testament, but elsewhere the word is used of submission to 
military discipline and for observance of legal and moral standards in ordinary 
life; i.e. one who willingly submits to a fatherly will. Paul was a tremendous 
example of willingness to yield for the benefit of others (1 Corinthians 9:20-22; 2 
Corinthians 12:15).


V. Wisdom From Above Is Merciful And Fruitful 
A. This means that the wisdom is overflowing with mercy and blessings. It’s 

compassionate and always ready to help those who are in need — just like our 
Father in heaven (Psalm 78:38; Daniel 9:9; James 5:11).


B. James shows that mercy is the love for the neighbor that shows itself in action 
(2:8-13). James couples mercy closely with good fruits — acts of mercy are 
those “fruits” which genuine wisdom, like genuine faith, will produce.


VI. Wisdom From Above Is Without Partiality 
A. “Without partiality” means it shows no favoritism. There is no variance, 

doubting, or questioning. This unwavering view is unlike the man in James 1:6.

B. This wisdom does not discriminate against anyone, for this is against the will of 

God (Leviticus 19:15; Proverbs 18:5; James 2:9). Wisdom from God holds 
unswervingly to the truth in love.


VII.Wisdom From Above Is Without Hypocrisy 
A. This means that there is no mask or coverup. The expression “two-faced” is 

used to mean someone who is pretending.

B. The wisdom from above is without pretense; it’s always sincere (Ezekiel 

33:30-32; 1 Timothy 4:2; 2 Timothy 3:5, 13).


Conclusion. James 3:18 finishes the thought of the paragraph. The Message 
paraphrases v. 18 as follows: “You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives 
right with God and enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with 
each other, treating each other with dignity and honor.” God’s Word renders it: “A 
harvest that has God’s approval comes from the peace planted by peacemakers.”


Only those who act peaceably are entitled to peace. Every good and perfect gift 
is from above (James 1:17), so listen to the wisdom of God and let it breathe fresh 
insight into your life of faith.
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