
The Home Of The Soul 
Introduction. Australian aborigines pictured heaven as a distant island beyond 

the western horizon. The early Finns thought heaven was a distant island in the faraway 
East. Mexicans, Peruvians, and Polynesians believed they went to the sun or the moon 
after death. Native Americans believed that in the afterlife their spirits would hunt the 
spirits of buffalo. The Gilgamesh Epic, an ancient Babylonian legend, refers to a resting 
place of heroes and hints at a tree of life. In the pyramids of Egypt, the embalmed 
bodies had maps placed beside them as guides to the future world. Seneca, the 
Roman philosopher, said, “The day thou fearest as the last is the birthday of eternity.”


Although these depictions of the afterlife differ, the unifying testimony of the 
human heart throughout history is belief in life after death. Anthropological evidence 
suggests that every culture has a God-given, innate sense of the eternal — that this 
world is not all there is. This is the meaning of Ecclesiastes 3:11 when it says that God 
has set or planted a sense of eternity in the heart of man.


In Isaiah 65:17 and 66:22, Isaiah spoke of a “new heavens and new earth.” The 
use of the phrase denotes a new order or arrangement with the coming of Christ. 
Likewise, Peter and John both use the phrase to denote a new order or arrangement, 
not one that exists now, but of a new order or arrangement beyond the judgment.


Peter speaks of a “day of the Lord” wherein the present heavens and earth will 
be consumed with fire and a “new heavens and earth in which righteousness dwells” 
will come to pass (2 Peter 3:10-13). In Revelation 21:1, after speaking of the great 
white throne judgment, said, “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first 
heaven and the first earth passed away.” John then offers a figurative depiction of the 
church at home with God.


When you think of a home, I hope you think of peace, happiness, and security. 
When we speak of heaven as a home, those thoughts, along with thoughts at the edge 
of our comprehension, should be our constant companion. Our spirits are created by 
God (Ecclesiastes 12:7), and God wants us to be at home with Him after the judgment.


In light of these facts, let’s look at four items which spell out what heaven, the 
home of the soul, means to a Christian.


I. This Home Is The Hope Of A Christian 
A. The whole basis of desire and expectation for a Christian is that one day, they 

will be in a better place (Titus 1:1-2).

B. All inhabitants of this earth are born into the common lot of suffering, but 

children of God have a hope beyond this present, suffering world (Romans 
8:24-25).


C. Hope anchors our soul to the eternal world, for we are seeking and hoping for 
the city to come (Philippians 1:23-24; Hebrews 6:13-20; 13:12-14).


II. This Home Is A Prepared Place For A Prepared People 
A. There will not be one person who gets to heaven by accident. All who receive 

this glorious home of the soul will do so because of their faithfulness unto death 
(Revelation 2:10; 21:7-8).
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B. Heaven is and always has been reserved for and designated as the eternal 
abode of the righteous and faithful (Matthew 25:23, 37-40, 46). But what does it 
mean to be faithful? Take a look at these men and see what they did for Jesus:

1. Timothy (1 Corinthians 4:17).

2. Tychicus (Ephesians 6:21).

3. Epaphras (Colossians 1:7).

4. Onesimus (Colossians 4:9).

5. Silvanus (1 Peter 5:12).

6. Antipas (Revelation 2:13).


C. We don’t all have to do what these men did. But we do have to work for the 
Lord according to His way. One of the most unpopular and maligned of all Bible 
doctrines is that not all who anticipate heaven will make it (Matthew 7:21-23; 
13:36-43).


III. This Home Is Paradise Restored 
A. In the closing chapters of Revelation, heaven is represented as a bride, city, and 

a garden. Whatever description is chosen, it is clear that heaven’s glories 
challenge our finite comprehension.


B. In one of the most intriguing notions about heaven, a close relationship between 
Revelation 22:1-5 and the first few chapters of Genesis is readily apparent. In 
Eden, there was a garden, a river, the tree of life, man’s disobedience and 
separation from these, a curse pronounced on the serpent, the soil and man, for 
it brought about death and separation from God (Genesis 3:14-19).


C. In the city of God, the eternal Eden of the redeemed, there is the river of water 
of life, the tree of life, the absence of a curse, and the perfect fellowship of the 
redeemed with God. What was lost in Eden is now restored; with man’s 
inhabitancy of heaven, God’s purpose is fully achieved (1 Peter 1:3-5).


IV. This Home Is Worth The Cost 
A. Any wise and prudent person will sit down and estimate the cost of a project 

before it begins. Deciding on becoming a Christian should be no different, 
because becoming a Christian has costs associated with it as with any other 
thing in life.


B. But there are great costs associated with being a Christian (Matthew 16:24-27; 
Luke 14:25-30). Selfish desires and carnality may separate us from our home in 
heaven (Titus 2:11-12; Romans 12:1-2).


C. I love my wife and children. I love my parents. But if I don’t love the Lord more 
than all these, I am not worthy of a home in heaven.


D. Perhaps the greatest challenge of all is getting individuals to realize that heaven 
is worth the cost of giving up temporary, selfish acts of sin (Hebrews 11:24-26).


Conclusion. What preparations are you making for eternity (Hebrews 5:8-9)? 
What if you miss it (Revelation 20:11-15)? The privilege of standing before that throne 
and praising the God of love for all eternity can only be extended to those who have 
prepared themselves ahead of time.
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I am sometimes afraid that we do not think about heaven as much as we should.  
The concerns of everyday life take our minds off heaven. Perhaps a significant step in 
persuading Christians to greater service and compelling Christians to handle life’s 
difficulties is encouraging each other to keep heaven in mind every day.


There are some here who know they are not right with God according to what 
the Bible teaches. It matters not what you may accomplish in this life. You may reach 
the height of wealth never before attained; you may have such repute that your name is 
a household word; you may have power so that you regulate world events and shape 
the destiny of nations. But if you are not in the position to inherit this home of the soul, 
you given up on everything that matters.
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