
What’s More Important Than Money? 
Introduction. In his book “How Much Is Enough? Hungering For God In An 

Affluent Culture,” author Arthur Simon writes about Bryce and Ellen, “a couple in their 
mid-thirties. They have two sons and a daughter, and on Sundays the family attends 
church more often than not.” 


“Bryce manages about twenty people in a medium-sized accounting firm. He 
receives a good salary and is on a path that he believes may eventually move him into 
a circle of company executives, so he goes to work early, often stays late, and usually 
works some on weekends.”


“Ellen has a part-time job with a public relations firm, which allows her to 
manage the kids and take care of the house. None of this is easy, but it has enabled 
them to buy a house in an upscale neighborhood and a lot of recreational hardware, 
including a raft of toys, a couple of TVs for the childrenʼs rooms, and a small yacht.” 


“Bryce and Ellen already talk about one day taking early retirement and moving 
to a place where they can enjoy year-round outdoor sports. Though deeply in debt, 
they are able to make timely payments and take pride in contributing ‘more than mostʼ 
to church in dollar amount, which at 2.5 percent of their income is about average for 
church members.” 


Simon continues, “They would be astonished — probably offended — to have 
anyone suggest that they are beholden to [money]. Yet their plans and dreams, and the 
dreams they are nourishing in their children, are overwhelmingly directed that way.”


One of the unique problems about money is how easily it slips up on you. Paul 
called the love of money a “temptation and a snare” (1 Timothy 6:9). But one way to 
overcome it is by being reminded that it’s not everything. Let’s take some time tonight 
to evaluate more important concepts.


I. Time 
A. Benjamin Franklinʼs famous quote should remind us of the importance of time 

every day: “Dost thou love life? Then do not squander time for thatʼs the stuff 
life is made of.”


B. The Bible reminds us to “make the best use of the time” (Ephesians 5:16), “to 
number our days” (Psalm 90:12; 2 Peter 1:14), and realize that our time on earth 
is “a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away” (James 4:14). 
None of us have a continuing city (Hebrews 13:14).


C. Money can be replaced. Time can’t. Harvey McKay put this way: “Time is free, 
but itʼs priceless. You canʼt own it, but you can use it. You canʼt keep it, but you 
can spend it. Once youʼve lost it, you can never get it back.”


II. Faith 
A. The apostle Peter says our faith is “more precious than gold that perishes” (1 

Peter 1:7). James further added that the poor of the world would be rich in faith 
and heirs of the kingdom (James 2:5).


B. Donʼt take your faith for granted. Itʼs possible to lose your faith. The Bible 
speaks of Hymenaeus and Alexander who made “shipwreck” of their faith (1 
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Timothy 1:19), some in the latter times who have “departed” from the faith (1 
Timothy 4:1), and those who uphold what is falsely called “knowledge” who 
have “strayed” from the faith (1 Timothy 6:21).


C. Nurture and nourish your faith. Protect your faith. Add to your faith. Make the 
effort to grow a deeper faith. Of course, for that to happen you have to stay 
connected to Godʼs word (Romans 10:17). Read it, study it, and meditate on it 
(Psalm 119:97-103). The survival of your faith depends on it.


III. Humility 
A. Humility is a difficult virtue to define — and harder yet to apply when weʼve 

reached a pinnacle of material, professional, or personal success. But Rick 
Warrenʼs definition helps: “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking 
of yourself less.”


B. We should not be looking to best each other at every opportunity. Instead, we 
should submit to each other (Ephesians 5:21) and clothe ourselves with humility 
(1 Peter 5:5-6).


C. Make a vow with yourself that you’ll remain humble and thankful for everything 
you receive. And donʼt let anything change you — it doesnʼt have to (Psalm 
138:6; Proverbs 18:12; 22:4).


IV. Thankfulness 
A. Paul said, “Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20). He also exhorted, “In everything, give 
thanks” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).


B. Yes, everything: every blessing, every success, every achievement, every 
person, every dollar, every possession (whether a little or a lot), and everyone 
that adds to the quality of your life, both physically and spiritually.


C. Of course, the greatest and most consistent thanks should be given to God for 
His grace in providing salvation in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:24; 6:17).


D. Philip Yancey said, “It is a terrible thing to be grateful and have no one to thank, 
to be awed and have no one to worship.” Money is both a test and a trust from 
God. Use your riches to accomplish good (1 Timothy 6:17-19), and to continue 
your abounding work in God’s kingdom (1 Corinthians 15:58). And then, thank 
God for the glorious opportunities to glorify Him.


V. Community 
A. Teamwork is essential for success, not just in sports, but in every endeavor in 

life: our homes, churches, and communities (Psalm 133:1; Acts 4:32). An 
unknown proverb says, “Our world has become a neighborhood without 
becoming a brotherhood.”


B. Spiritually our commonality in Christ builds fellowship and community (Matthew 
23:8). The church can learn a lot from the sports world about teamwork. We 
work together and subjugate individual egos for the greater good. Each person 
uses their talents to contribute to the teamʼs success. The Father and Son 
provide a heavenly example (John 17:11, 21-23).
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C. Many passages in the New Testament that include the phrase “one another” 
speak to the means, manner, and method of building and bonding as unified 
members of His body (Romans 12:16; 14:19; 15:5-6). The people in our lives — 
our family, friends, and the fellowship of our congregation are more valuable 
than any amount of money. But brethren can especially enrich our lives. They 
provide stability and add to our significance. If we put riches ahead of 
relationships, we will live to regret it.


VI. Eternity 
A. Jesus forever defined the value of your soul. It’s worth more than the combined 

riches of the entire world (Matthew 16:26). God put eternity in the heart of 
mankind so that mankind would ponder their future (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Because 
God’s faithful are partakers of God’s nature (2 Peter 1:4), we look forward to 
eternity (Isaiah 57:15; Micah 5:2).


B. Everything in life is temporal and transitory: money, material possessions, and 
even our bodies. But the soul exists beyond the grave. Thus, we must make 
every effort to secure its salvation — and by Godʼs grace, we can.


C. “Money often comes between men and God,” observed A. W. Tozer, “Someone 
has said that you can take two small dimes and shut out the view of a 
panoramic landscape. Go to the mountains and just hold two coins closely in 
front of your eyes — the mountains are still there, but you cannot see them at all 
because there is a dime shutting off the vision in each eye.”


Conclusion. The Virginia Cavaliers’ coach, Tony Bennett, did something in last 
year’s offseason that few of us would ever do. He declined a “substantial” raise, so the 
money could be used to increase salaries for his staff and make other improvements to 
UVA sports programs. 


“I have more than enough,” Bennett said, “and if there are ways that this can 
help out the athletic department, the other programs and coaches, by not tying up so 
much [in menʼs basketball], thatʼs my desire.” 


“Tonyʼs decision … tells you everything you need to know about him as a leader 
and as a human being,” university president Jim Ryan said. “Tony is one of the most 
selfless people Iʼve ever met, and this is just the latest example.” 


In a culture obsessed with success, money, and material possessions, itʼs good 
to remember some concepts that are more important. Money has its place — just not 
first place. Donʼt allow any amount of money to become between you and the most 
important parts of your life.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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