
Judging 

Introduction. In 1960, an episode from The Andy Griffith Show titled, “Opie’s 
Charity” teaches a really good lesson. The episode begins with Annabelle Silby coming 
by Andy’s house while he and Opie are playing catch. She’s soliciting help for the 
annual children’s charity drive.


When Andy and Annabelle go to the courthouse to discuss the status of the 
fund-raiser, she compliments Mayberry’s children for their willingness to help. Andy 
uses this opportunity to brag on Opie, suggesting he’s probably one of the biggest 
contributors in the class. Annabelle, however, tells Andy that Opie has only given three 
cents to the charity. And the next lowest contributor was five cents.


When Andy returns home he has a discussion with Opie about the importance of 
giving and supporting the charity drive. Opie says he’s saving his money to buy a gift 
for his girlfriend, Charlotte.


As the show unfolds, Opie is resolute in his determination to save money for 
Charlotte’s gift, while Andy becomes more upset, agitated, and embarrassed. Finally, 
Andy sends Opie to his room to think about his lack of generosity.


At this point, Aunt Bee intercedes and asks Andy to think about what he’s 
saying. Is he really trying to help Opie? Or is he more embarrassed because of what 
people might think of him as the town’s Sheriff?


Convinced that he’s overreacted, Andy calls Opie downstairs and says that if he 
wants to buy Charlotte a toy, take her to a movie, or spend it all on popcorn, that’s ok.


Opie then tells Andy something he never considered. “I was saving to buy her a 
coat.” “A coat?” Andy asks. “Yeah,” Opie continues, “her family doesn’t have a lot of 
money, and her coat is kinda worn out.” Andy’s mouth drops. “But Opie, you never told 
me what the money was for.” “You never asked,” Opie responded. This great episode 
teaches that judging can come with a high cost.


In Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, the word “judge … 
primarily denotes to separate, to select, to choose, hence to determine, and so, to 
judge or to pronounce judgment.” When you are talking with someone, if you make the 
statement that this or that is wrong, some will react and say, “Stop judging me” or “You 
shouldn’t judge people.” We’re going to see in this lesson how judging is sometimes 
forbidden and sometimes commanded.


I. Judging Is Sometimes Forbidden 
A. Hypocritical judgment is forbidden (Matthew 7:1-5; 23:1-4; Romans 2:1-3).


1. In Matthew 7:1-5, Jesus uses a humorous illustration of someone who has a 
log in their eye trying to remove a shaving from someone else’s eye.


2. Before you try to correct others for their minor flaws, you need to remove the 
glaring fault from your life. When we exempt ourselves from the standard by 
which we judge others, we stand condemned because of hypocrisy.


3. Getting more specific, judging is wrong when we judge others:

a) By jumping to conclusions without knowing all the facts.

b) Without understanding the situation or the circumstances.

c) By impugning and attacking their motives.
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d) With partiality, partisanship, and prejudice.

e) With censorious, nit-picking, hair-splitting assumptions.

f) By appearance instead of righteousness.

g) Without grace, mercy, or love.

h) When we have worse faults in our own lives which need correcting.


4. In contrast, we have to be living examples of what we teach to other people 
(Romans 12:1-2).


B. Judging by evil speech is forbidden (James 4:11-12).

1. Slander judges based on one’s own law, therefore making it equal to God’s.

2. Slander involves the condemnation of another through deception, lying, or 

gossip (Proverbs 10:18-19; 11:9).

C. Judging others in opinion or liberty is forbidden (Romans 14:1-5, 13-14).


1. This command is not given with respect to matters of doctrine and necessity.

2. However, we must recognize there are areas of opinion or individual liberty.

3. Failure to respect this distinction leads to factionalism.


D. In all our dealings with others, we need to remember that we aren’t agents of 
the Lord’s judgment, but of His salvation. Vengeance belongs to the Lord 
(Romans 12:19). Our task is to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10).


II. Judging Is Sometimes Commanded 
A. Righteous judging is commanded (John 7:24).


1. “Judge with righteous judgment,” according to the context, means being 
able to look at the scripture and come to the correct conclusion (vv. 21-23).


2. Righteous judgment involves doing the will of God, however difficult it will be 
(John 5:30; 1 Corinthians 5:12-13).


B. Judging between good and evil is commanded (Hebrews 5:14).

1. How can we identify what is good (Ephesians 2:10; 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22; 

2 Timothy 3:16-17)?

2. How can we identify what’s evil (Matthew 7:21-23)? Lawlessness is found via 

the power of discernment (Philippians 1:9-11).

C. Judging between truth and error is commanded (Ephesians 5:11).


1. The religious world often abuses Matthew 7 to condemn discerning of error 
and its teachers (Matthew 7:15-20).


2. Even some brethren have begun to sound like the denominations in this 
regard (2 Timothy 2:15-18; 2 Peter 2:1-3).


3. What is too difficult to understand about sound doctrine:

a) The literal nature of the creation account?

b) The truth regarding moral topics like immodest clothing, drinking, 

gambling, or alcohol and tobacco abuse?

c) The will of God relating to divorce and remarriage?

d) The organization and work of the church?

e) More recent teachings like the A.D. 70 theory and heaven being on the 

earth after the judgment day?
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Conclusion. Certain kinds of judging can do a lot of damage — both to the 
judger and the judgee. We need to beware and be careful of our hasty words, for they 
can be hypocritical, factional, or slanderous.


However, there’s some judging that has to be done in order for us to be right 
with God. We can’t accept everyone and everything. Being a mature Christian means 
loving and abhorring what’s proper (Romans 12:9).
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