
Satan’s Favorite Strategies 
Introduction. Talking about the work of the enemy is not an easy task. Perhaps 

the greatest mistake any of us can make with evil is to overestimate or underestimate 
its influence. It doesn’t have ultimate power, but it also isn’t powerless. Evil is active, 
and in some way, it’s probably influencing your thought life, work, and family right now. 
At least that’s what the scriptures claim. Jesus Himself acted as though evil was real.


Even if you’re skeptical about evil, you’ve noticed that we live in a world that 
produces headlines that depress, good leaders that get derailed, and people that 
struggle against themselves and each other. It’s like there’s a virus in the system that 
we just can’t seem to shake — because, of course, there is.


The key to overcoming the activity and influence of evil in your life and your 
world is to first of all recognize it. When you expose it to the light of Christ, evil loses its 
power. Therefore, in hope of shedding some light on evil’s activity, here are five 
strategies always at work in the lives of Christians and churches.


I. Division 
A. If there’s one strategy Satan comes back to again and again, it’s creating 

division in the church. And why wouldn’t he? It works.

B. Strangely, in our culture, some Christians wear their divisiveness as a badge of 

honor. It’s not. It’s actually a badge of evil.

C. How do we know division is a sign of the activity and presence of evil? Paul 

actually defines which human behavior is motivated by God and which is 
motivated by the enemy in Galatians 5:19-21.

1. He begins by listing the characteristics of people whose lives are under the 

influence of evil. Ready for the list? Here it is: hatred, discord, jealousy, envy, 
impurity, debauchery, fits of rage, dissension, factions, envy, and conceit.


2. Contrast that with what the Holy Spirit generates in peoples’ lives. When the 
Holy Spirit gets hold of a person and a church, He produces: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control (vv. 22-23). The contrast could hardly be sharper.


D. But wait, you say, what if my conviction is from God?

1. Sure, occasionally we need a Martin Luther to nail 95 theses to the door. But 

most of us are not Martin Luther. And even if you need to “take a stand,” it’s 
probably not a stand for Jesus if it ultimately produces more division and 
bitterness than it does unity and love. Sometimes grace and truth are tough, 
but they never end tough.


2. In the nineteenth century, churches of Christ were torn asunder by the false 
doctrine of musical instruments in worship. In the twentieth century, brethren 
divided again over the issue of what the church can do with its treasury.  
More recently, churches have been beset with division over the issues of 
fellowship and divorce and remarriage. These divisions caused real 
heartache and set the cause of Christ back every time they occur.


E. If your definition of the gospel has anything to do with hate and division, it’s not 
the true gospel. Those who seek division are carnal (1 Corinthians 3:3). They 
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should be marked and rejected if they continue (Romans 16:17-18; Titus 
3:9-11). We all should be trying to keep the “unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace” (Ephesians 4:3).


II. Arrogance 
A. Arrogance can creep in so easily among church members. And there are two 

primary ways Christians succumb to arrogance: success, and by using a 
common but false definition of “maturity.”

1. The first and most difficult test of character is not failure. It’s success.


a) Here’s why. It’s pretty easy to be humble when you’re failing. It’s just far 
too easy to take all the credit when everything goes well.


b) As a result, Christians who are doing well almost always have a daily fight 
with arrogance. Or at least hopefully there’s a fight. Because if there isn’t, 
arrogance will win every time.


c) We have to fight ourselves to make sure that we’re not trying to snatch 
credit for anything God has blessed in our lives. If the battle against pride 
isn’t daily, pride will win (1 Samuel 2:3; Proverbs 18:12).


2. A second way that arrogance creeps in is when Christians falsely 
characterize maturity as knowledge.

a) If you listened to many in the church these days, you’d think knowledge 

equals maturity. The more you know, the more mature you are.

b) Scripture suggests that’s a false test. After all, Paul points out that 

knowledge puffs up while love builds up (1 Corinthians 8:1).

(1) This is definitely not an exhortation to remain ignorant, for that causes 

destruction (1 Corinthians 2:14).

(2) If we’re not careful, knowledge will make us arrogant, but love always 

fosters humility (Romans 11:25).

B. I need to be daily transformed by love and humility. When I do that, I resist the 

devil (Proverbs 12:15; 27:2; Romans 12:16; 1 Peter 5:5).


III. Discouragement 
A. If you’re feeling beat up by the first two points (and maybe we need to be 

beaten up by both of them), then you might gravitate toward another of the 
devil’s favorite strategies: discouragement.


B. There’s lots of examples of discouragement in the Bible: the Israelites (Exodus 
6:9), Moses (Numbers 11:15), Joshua (Joshua 7:7-9), and the mariners (Acts 
27:20). David had deep feelings of discouragement (Psalm 22:1-2; 55:4-7).


C. Basically, discouragement says: “I’m no good, “I’m not making a difference, “I 
always mess up,” or “I might as well give up.” We’ve all been there, but none of 
those messages are from God.


D. Want a little hack? Read Ephesians 1:3-6, and everywhere it says “you” or “us” 
 just substitute your name. Put your name in the blanks so you can really focus 
on what God has done for you. I know that’s a little cheesy, but it actually helps 
you battle well.


E. The best antidote to a lie is the truth, so ground yourself in the truth. And also in 
the truth about yourself (cp. Proverbs 3:5-6). Remember that no matter how you 
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feel about yourself in life, if you can endure to the end, there’s something better 
coming (Job 19:25-27; 2 Corinthians 5:1).


IV. Self-Pity 
A. If discouragement is left unchecked, it grows. Self-pity is discouragement on 

steroids. Self-pity chisels in stone what discouragement whispers (Proverbs 
17:22). The psalmists truly felt deep need that affected their view of themselves 
(Psalm 69:20; 73:1-3; 102:1-2).


B. Self-pity tells you there’s no out, that this is the way it will always be. And it 
simultaneously tells you it’s all your fault and none of this is your fault. 
Paradoxically, you believe both.


C. Self-pity is dangerous because it moves you to the sidelines. Living in a state of 
self-pity means you don’t need anyone to take you out of the game because 
you’ve taken yourself out. It’s an incredibly effective strategy and completely 
counter to the gospel. Faithful people of old turned to God (cp. 2 Kings 20:1-3).


D. The final thing self-pity does is rob us of joy. Satan can’t steal our salvation. But 
he can steal our joy. And he delights in doing it. Don’t let him. Stay in the 
consolation found in Christ (Matthew 11:28-30; 2 Corinthians 1:5) and make 
your mind strong (Isaiah 26:3; 1 Peter 1:13).


V. Compromise 
A. Occasionally Christians move from relatively deep obedience to an 

extraordinary moral breach overnight, but usually, it’s far more subtle than that.

B. As C.S. Lewis says in The Screwtape Letters, “The safest road to hell is the 

gradual one — the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, 
without milestones, without signposts.”


C. How does this happen?

1. Often it happens when you start to compromise on the small things. Maybe 

you take a deduction you shouldn’t on your taxes.

a) You may be asking God for more in your life, but whenever you ask God 

for more, He usually asks you what you’re doing with what He’s already 
given you.


b) If you’re not faithful in the little things, you won’t be faithful in the 
bigger things (Luke 16:10).


2. Or maybe you get a little too close emotionally to someone you’re not 
married to. Nothing happened, but deep down you know something is 
happening in your heart.


3. Or maybe you just shade the truth a little in conversations to make yourself 
or the situation look better than they really do. The first moral compromise is 
always the hardest. Then it gets easier from there.


D. Obedience may seem boring or inconvenient in the short term, but it’s richly and 
deeply satisfying in the long term. If you refuse to compromise now, it becomes 
much easier to resist compromise in the future.


E. Make sure that you keep your heart pure (Matthew 5:8) and your conduct holy (1 
Peter 1:15-16). Step away away evil (Revelation 18:4) and do nothing against 
the truth (2 Corinthians 13:7-8).
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Conclusion. Satan is a master of temptation. His interaction with Jesus in 
Matthew 4:1-11 (and Luke 4:1-13) proves it. He’s always working to spoil our spiritual 
development in Christ. Don’t let him do so with these attitudes and actions. Find the 
strength which is available in Christ Jesus.


I am deeply indebted to Carey Nieuwhof for the use of his material.
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