
What God Can’t Do 
Introduction. In Job’s final reply to the Lord, he said, “I know that You can do 

everything” (Job 42:2). In Luke 1:37, the angel of the Lord said to Mary, “For with God 
nothing will be impossible.” Today’s lesson will answer the question, “Can God do any 
and everything?” I want to show you that the answer is a resounding “No!”


Fortunately, we are not left without a knowledge of the nature of God. First, He is 
omnipotent — all powerful and all mighty (Genesis 17:1; Revelation 4:8). Second, God 
is omniscient or all knowing (Psalm 139:1-4; Ezekiel 11:5; 1 John 3:20). Third, God is 
omnipresent or everywhere in His created universe (Psalm 139:7-8; Acts 17:27).


Knowing the nature of God, we can confidently say that He can do everything 
that’s consistent with His nature and purpose. When people speculate about God 
creating a rock so big that He can’t move it, they are coming very close to tempting 
God (Matthew 4:5-7). When people don’t understand this aspect of God, they are 
greatly confused. There are things that God truly can’t do, and knowing them can help 
you know Him and bring you closer to Him.


I. God Can’t Lie 
A. Sometimes lying is second nature to man. Man was first deceived by Satan’s lie 

(Genesis 3:4; cp. John 8:44). Even people who obey the gospel aren’t immune 
to the temptation to lie (Acts 5:3-4).


B. God is incapable of lying (Titus 1:1-2; Hebrews 6:18). Lying is inconsistent with 
His nature. If He did lie, He would cease to be God. This is a great assurance, 
for His promises are beautiful (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 22:14).


C. Man tries to justify lying by saying that it is acceptable to lie at times, but Paul 
said we are to leave it behind (Colossians 3:9). It has to be because all liars will 
perish in hell (Revelation 21:8).


II. God Can’t Tempt Us 
A. James 1:13-14 says that God can’t be tempted with evil, and He won’t tempt 

any man. God doesn’t want anyone to perish, therefore He will not tempt 
anyone to sin (2 Peter 3:9).


B. Is Genesis 22:1 a contradiction?

1. Tempt means “to test or try.”

2. The key point in James 1:13 is that God can’t test or tempt with evil intent.


C. Tempting someone to quit school is different from testing someone to check 
their progress at school (Hebrews 12:9-13; 1 Peter 1:3-9).


III. God Can’t Forget His Promises 
A. Men often forget their promises. I don’t know how many people I have loaned 

money to that have never repaid me. But Solomon said God has not failed in His 
promises (1 Kings 8:56).


B. In Genesis 12:1-3, a promise was made by God to Abraham. Through Abraham 
all the nations of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 22:18). This was fulfilled 
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in the coming of Christ, as stated in Acts 2:37-39. Because of your obedience, 
you are a part of that promise!


C. Have you ever promised something only to break your promise later? That’s 
something God can’t do (Matthew 5:18; John 10:35). Some men believe that 
God has forgotten His promise to end the world, but that’s not so (2 Peter 
3:3-9). Therefore, we should watch and be ready (Matthew 25:13).


IV. God Can’t Ignore Sin 
A. Do we ignore sin? Do we ignore adultery, lying, etc.? Do we look the other way, 

or maybe decide to not make waves?

B. God can’t ignore or overlook sin. His reaction to the first sin was to pronounce a 

curse, and every other sin has been that serious as well. Sin is lawlessness and 
is punishable by spiritual and eternal death (1 John 3:4; Romans 6:23).


C. We are all sinners, and no sinner can have fellowship with God (Romans 3:23; 2 
Corinthians 6:16; 1 Peter 1:16). Jesus told members of His church that they had 
to repent (Revelation 2:5, 16; 3:2-3, 19).


D. The fact that God cannot ignore sin may appear to doom us all, but He gave His 
Son to be a perfect sacrifice for sin (Isaiah 53:10; Hebrews 9:13-14).


V. God Can’t Remember Forgiven Sins 
A. A great assurance for all of us is that God has a terrible memory for forgiven 

sins. Consider how the scriptures describe forgiven sins:

1. They are purged (Hebrews 1:3).

2. They are blotted out (Acts 3:19).

3. They are covered (Romans 4:7).

4. They are washed away (Acts 22:16).

5. They are remembered no more (Hebrews 10:17).


B. We’ve all experience guilt. We’ve all said or done things we shouldn’t have, and 
we’ve all failed to do things we know we should have done. Guilt can lead to 
two very different responses.

1. On one hand, guilt can drive us away from God. This often leads us to cover 

up our sin and guilt, or try to ignore it. This usually perpetuates the feelings 
of guilt, shame, and frustration.


2. On the other hand, guilt can drive us to God. Guilt can serve as a signal that 
we’ve done something wrong and we need to come back to God to receive 
His grace and forgiveness.


C. Remember that no matter what you’ve said or done, no matter how many times 
you’ve failed, no matter how great your sin — you’re never outside the reach of 
God’s love and mercy.


D. Like David, we will go through a period of brokenness and contriteness (Psalm 
51:17), but when we come to God in repentance, God will cover those sins and 
remember them no more. We have to learn to accept that fact.


Conclusion. The final point is that God can’t save those who refuse to obey. 
There is no salvation except through Jesus (Acts 4:10-12). If you expect to be saved, 
yet have not obeyed, then you expect the impossible. Only you can pull yourself out of 
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the quagmire of sin. Don’t expect God to do what’s inconsistent with His nature. Take 
responsibility for your own spiritual welfare by being obedient to Him today.
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