
Secrets Of Success 
Introduction. What is success? How do you define it? What are the essentials 

of success? And how do you know when you’ve achieved success?

Google “success” and you will incredibly get 5,440,000,000 hits in .48 seconds. 

Go to Amazon and you find there are over 90,000 books written about success. All of 
these sources are filled with formulas, fundamentals, and principles for achieving 
success in a given area of life.


The world’s standard often measures success on the basis of prosperity, 
performance, possessions, position, or power. God, however, not only gives His 
definition of success, but the means by which we can achieve it.


When Moses died, Joshua was designated to become the leader of Israel and 
assigned the task of conquering Canaan. God issued this stirring and inspiring 
exhortation to encourage and direct Joshua (Joshua 1:6-9).


John Wooden, the remarkably successful basketball coach at UCLA during its 
dynasty years, was once asked his secret in producing stellar teams. His answer: “We 
master the basics. We drill over and over again on the fundamentals.” According to 
Joshua 1, are God’s five fundamentals for spiritual success and prosperity.


I. Be Strong 
A. Joshua needed strength to survive the various struggles he would encounter in 

conquering the land. But this was more than physical prowess. He needed 
emotional, mental, and spiritual strength.


B. Our strength to face today’s challenges, temptations, and even crises is not 
found in human sources, but in divine power. The Bible urges Christians to “be 
strong in the Lord” (Ephesians 6:10). We are given a spirit of power (2 Timothy 
1:7) and we have to stand in that power or grace from God (1 Corinthians 16:13; 
2 Timothy 2:1). The one lesson we definitely need to learn from this season of 
Covid-19 that we’ve all lived through is dependency on God.


C. The words of our 30th President Calvin Coolidge have never been more 
appropriate: “We do not need more national development, we need more 
spiritual development. We do not need more intellectual power, we need more 
spiritual power. We do not need more knowledge, we need more character. We 
do not need more law, we need more religion. We do not need more of the 
things that are seen, we need more of the things that are unseen.”


II. Be Courageous 
A. God connects strength with courage. Courage is moral excellence. It’s the virtue 

to do what you know you ought to do.

B. God can supply the strength but in the words of Edgar Guest, “Courage must 

come from the soul within; man must furnish the will to win.” “Courage,” wrote 
Henry Van Dyke, “is the standing army of the soul that keeps it from conquest, 
pillage, and slavery.”
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C. God could exhort Joshua to be courageous in our passage, and Joshua 
exhorted others to be courageous (Joshua 10:24-27). Joshua and Caleb had 
displayed great courage several years before (Numbers 13:30; 14:6-9).


D. We need courage to stay morally strong in a world gone mad with lust and 
license. Elders need courage to shepherd God’s sheep, to tend to their spiritual 
needs and chase the wolves away. Preachers need courage to proclaim the 
“whole counsel of God.” Parents need courage to say “no” to influences that 
will hurt and harm their children. All of us need courage to rely on faith in times 
of crisis instead of being controlled by our fears. Hezekiah, when facing an 
incredible challenge, could strengthen his people (2 Chronicles 32:7-8). When 
we stand firm, it is a token of salvation for us (Philippians 1:27-28).


III. Stay Focused 
A. “Turn not to the right hand or the left that you may prosper wherever you go,” 

God exhorted Joshua. That means keep your eye on the goal, stay the course, 
and take aim.


B. That’s one fundamental feature characteristic of successful people in every 
endeavor: sports, business, and education. All of them require unwavering 
focus. It’s true in a successful family, of saving for retirement, and even in losing 
weight. To be successful Stephen Covey counseled, “The main thing is to keep 
the main thing the main thing.”


C. What’s your focus? Is it spiritual, godward, and heavenly? Solomon gave wise 
counsel for spiritual focus (Proverbs 2:2-5; 16:3). The apostle Paul’s focus is 
worthy of our emulation (Philippians 3:14; 2 Timothy 2:15).


D. “Success is nothing more than a few simple disciplines, practiced every day,” 
said speaker and author Jim Rohn. The same is true for spiritual renewal. 


E. The following are some suggestions for focus and renewal that are simple and 
succinct, yet powerful.

1. Read the Bible every day — even it’s just one verse, paragraph, or chapter.

2. Pray multiple times every day. Thank God for your blessings and talk to Him 

about the desires of your heart.

3. Worship weekly. Really connect with your local church worship assemblies 

by focusing more than ever on your singing, praying, giving, communing, 
and feast on the Word.


4. Fellowship with other believers. Practice the “one another” commands in the 
Bible. Get to know your brethren and spend time with them.


5. Read good books and subscribe to daily devotional blogs. Literature written 
by spiritually-minded people will refresh and revive your spirit.


6. Listen to uplifting music. Search Spotify or Apple Music for a cappella 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs that provide inspiration and elicits 
spiritual reflection.


7. Participate in a local Bible study group. Brethren are usually willing to meet 
through the week and discuss a variety of subjects that will encourage and 
edify you.
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8. Take a walk in nature. Find a park, path, or a place where you can take in 
God’s handiwork. Reflect on His awesomeness and feel the power of His 
presence all around you. Take a little time to rest and rejuvenate.


9. Minister to the needs of others. There’s no better way to feel renewed than in 
serving others and sharing your time, talent, or treasure.


10. Change your daily routine. If you feel bored, apathetic, or spiritless, push 
yourself to get out of the rut you’re in. Engage in new experiences. Meet new 
people. Go to new places. Start working on the above nine suggestions.


IV. Meditate On The Word 
A. Even with the many responsibilities and varied distractions Joshua faced, he 

was counseled to slow down and take time to meditate on God’s Word.

B. To meditate on the Word goes beyond just reading it. It means to think, reflect, 

consider, ponder, ruminate, and contemplate (Psalm 19:14; 104:34; 1 Timothy 
4:13-15). It means you will “turn over” God’s Word in your mind and heart, 
examine it, compare scripture with scripture, and “feed on” its wonderful truths.


C. Self-examination and personal introspection using the scriptures as a guide 
provides the insight and impetus for renewal and revival. Read Psalm 119 (vv. 
11, 15, 23, 48, 78, 97-99, 148-149). It will not only give you insight into 
meditation, but will facilitate your serious meditation. In our days of noise, 
distraction, and confusion, such meditation is rare but so needful.


V. Do God’s Will 
A. No matter how many remedies we discuss that deal with what’s in our head, 

eventually you’ve got to do the will of God. If Joshua was to be a success in 
God’s eyes, he must obey. That fundamental hasn’t changed in 3,500 years.


B. You might be a success financially but a failure spiritually. You might enjoy 
success in the classroom, on the athletic field, or in business, but be a flop in 
the eyes of the Lord.


C. In Moses’ final words of admonition to Israel recorded in Deuteronomy, he 
commanded them to obey God no less than twenty-one times. Both Samuel (1 
Samuel 15:22) and Asa (2 Chronicles 14:4) understood and exhorted the 
importance of obedience. Finally, Jesus and the inspired apostles often urge us 
“obey the truth” (Luke 8:21; 1 Corinthians 7:19; 1 Peter 1:2, 14).


Conclusion. Finally, there are two things God said not to do: Don’t be afraid and 
don’t be discouraged. Of course, if you are planted in these five fundamentals, fear and 
discouragement will be far from you. Your way will be “prosperous” and you will enjoy 
“good success.”


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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