
“A Time To Heal”


Introduction. More than a thousand firefighters battled a wildfire for two weeks 
in the Black Hills of South Dakota. The fire started August 24, 2000 and destroyed 
more than 80,000 acres of timber.


Janice Stevenson was arrested on suspicion of starting the fire. She pled guilty 
to second-degree arson, was sentenced to twenty-five years in the South Dakota State 
Penitentiary, and ordered to pay restitution in the amount of $42,204,155.48.


Federal investigators who filed charges against Stevenson say she admits 
stopping by the side of a road, lighting a cigarette, and tossing the still-burning match 
on the ground. “Rather than putting out the fire,” an affidavit said, “she looked at it and 
decided to leave the area.”


A lot of people produce a “wildfire” in their lives with remarkably little effort. 
Rumors, half-truths, grumblings, sarcastic remarks, hurtful comments said in the heat 
of anger — all of these smoldering matches have the potential for burning down acres 
of office morale, family peace, and congregational unity.


The seasons of life include “a time to kill, and a time to heal” (Ecclesiastes 
3:1-3). Some possess this power literally, like a policeman and physician. Some 
possess this power figuratively, like a preacher (Jeremiah 1:10).


Jesus healed physically to prove He can heal spiritually (Matthew 9:6). God 
heals broken hearts and relationships. We’ve got six episodes of healing to examine, 
each with a different lesson to learn. Healing can change your life today.


I. Jacob And Esau: Loved Ones Ready To Forgive 

A. Esau declares a time to kill — bitterness separates families (Genesis 27:36, 
41-43). Jacob still feared him many years later (Genesis 32:6-8, 13-20; 33:1-3).


B. A time for healing (Genesis 33:4). They are reconciled by two factors: 

1. Esau’s rage and resentment passed. Nothing could be gained or restored by 

hatred and bitterness.

2. Jacob’s conscience pricked and humbled him. He had deceived Esau and 

stolen from him.

C. Our fears can hinder healing.


1. Jacob feared his apology would not be accepted because his own 
conscience tormented him. Both men had to put the past behind them.


2. Our fears may blind us to the desire of others to erase resentment, to 
forgive, and to heal broken relationships.


3. Lay aside fear, trust God, and pursue healing when possible (Romans 14:19).


II. Joseph And His Brothers: Pardon Too Good To Be True 

A. His brothers wronged Joseph and their family (Genesis 37:11, 18, 22, 26-27).

B. They didn’t recognize him over twenty years later (Genesis 42:21-22).

C. A time for healing (Genesis 45:3-5).


1. Healing took many years (Genesis 50:15-21).
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2. He forgave them, but they needed a lot of reassurance to convince them. It 
was hard for them to forgive themselves and to believe Joseph could truly 
forgive them.


D. Similar family troubles occur today.

1. It happens between husbands/wives, parents/children, brothers/sisters.

2. Seek God’s help, apologize, truly forgive, and help each other go forward. 

Some take longer to come around than others. If it takes a long time, 
remember the same was true with Joseph and his brothers.


III. Jesus And Peter: Betrayal Forgiven 

A. Peter was overconfident (Luke 22:31-34).

B. Peter denied and betrayed Jesus three times (Luke 22:54-60).

C. The eyes of Jesus and Peter meet (Luke 22:61-62). Only Luke tells us of this 

penetrating look that made Peter remember the Lord’s words.

D. A time for healing (Mark 16:6-7; John 21:19).


1. Although it’s subtle and unspoken, these two passages show the rift healed 
between Jesus and Peter. Jesus didn’t tell Peter he was dead to Him 
because he failed — and that’s a great lesson for us to learn.


2. Peter showed remorse, repented, and was accepted back by the Lord. Once 
he came back, he was immeasurably useful to the Master.


IV. Peter And Paul: Loving Rebuke 

A. Paul publicly rebuked Peter (Galatians 2:11-14).

1. Peter and others were in danger by compromise with false teachers — they 

needed to repent.

2. Did Peter resent it and lash out against Paul by saying the following:


a) “I was preaching the gospel when you were persecuting Christians.”

b) “You’re trying to make a name for yourself.”

c) “I hear you preach long sermons and people even fall asleep.”

d) “Some well-known preachers disagree with you.”

e) “I don’t believe in calling names publicly.”

f) “Accentuate the positive, eliminate the negative — catch more flies with 

honey than with vinegar.”

B. Peter repented and was united with Paul (cp. 2 Peter 3:15-16).

C. Error must be exposed and compromise rebuked.


1. Let’s have the attitude of Paul and Peter on such occasions. There must be 
fearless opposition to error (expose it, uproot it, kill it) — speak the truth in 
love (Ephesians 4:15).


2. We have to receive truth in love, not with resentment and ridicule — make 
correction when needed. Let there be healing when correction is made: truth 
unites in faith and practice.


D. Our faith is tested today by false doctrine.

1. False doctrines are taught on the missionary society, instrumental music in 

worship, premillennialism, institutionalism, the social gospel, divorce and 
remarriage, evolution, 70 A.D., etc.
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2. Truth, not compromise with false doctrine and false teachers, will bring 
healing, harmony, and unity.


V. Paul And John Mark: Confidence Restored 

A. Paul lost confidence in John Mark (Acts 15:36-41).

B. A time for healing (Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11).


1. This is needed today when we have strong judgmental differences (Romans 
14:13-18).


2. Strong differences in personal judgment may temporarily alienate us.

3. Prayer, patience, and good attitudes lead to restoring broken relationships.


VI. God’s Family And Sinners: The Gospel Of Healing 

A. Christ calls sinners into God’s family (Luke 15:1-7; Mark 16:16; Acts 8:22).

1. Jesus extends His love, patience, and pardon to all penitent sinners.

2. He wants us to know there is a time for healing now (2 Corinthians 6:2).


B. Discipline of fallen saints leads to healing (1 Corinthians 5:4-5). We take the 
painful step of identifying the disorderly walk (2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14-15).


C. We find healing if we sin against each other (Matthew 5:23-24; 18:15). Jesus 
died for the reconciliation of sinners and He also wants reconciliation between 
fractured saints (Luke 17:3-4; Hebrews 12:14).


Conclusion. God heals broken hearts and relationships. Christ can heal our 
broken relationship with God.


God offers these times of healing, but we’re the ones who have to open the door 
and step through it (Revelation 3:20).


I am deeply indebted to Ron Halbrook for the use of his material.
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