
On A Lampstand

Introduction. The only means which God has of reaching the hearts of mankind 

is through the preaching of Christ (Romans 10:17; 1 Corinthians 1:21). We preach the 
gospel in gospel meetings for the purpose of creating, building, and strengthening 
faith. If we understand that preaching is the divinely ordained way to create, build, and 
strengthen faith, we should immediately see that less preaching will produce less faith. 
When we recognize the fact that we’re reaching fewer people today with the gospel, 
we can grasp that less preaching isn’t the proper solution to the problem.


Understanding this, a tremendous part of showing the world Jesus Christ is how 
well we take to being a light in a dark place. The message of truth needs to 


 respect the authority of Jesus in all that we do. There is no license for departure 
from scriptural authority. We have to “abide in [His] word” or doctrine (John 8:31-32; 2 
John 9). We have to do only what Jesus has authorized (Matthew 28:18; Colossians 
3:17). We have to “accurately handle the word” (2 Timothy 2:15).


This approach is definitely “conservative,” and rightly so since the “instructions 
in righteousness” require such adherence (Matthew 28:19-20). Unfortunately, in many 
ways, instead of honoring and respecting conservative scriptural values, some have 
allowed “being conservative” to be an excuse for not doing, or not saying, anything; 
therefore limiting this community’s ability to know Christ.


What can each of us do to let this community know where they can find the truth 
of God (Matthew 5:16)? Three ways will be suggested for you.


I. Get Back To The Book 
A. It’s a sad statement to say, “We used to be known for our Bible knowledge.” 

There could be a few reasons for this.

1. Maybe it’s because no one seems to be discussing or debating the Bible 

much these days; perhaps we are out of practice from lack of opportunities.

2. Maybe it’s that we are shying away from the nature of truth — the fact that it 

is unquestionable and absolute.

3. Maybe it’s because we are no longer hungering or thirsting for righteous 

instruction, like we should be (Matthew 5:6).

4. Maybe there is something to all of the above — either way there is a need for 

you and me to initiate the conversations.

B. We can’t teach what we don’t know. This is an understanding we gain from 

God’s revealed expectation in Hebrews 5:12.

1. We know that God expects us “to be teachers” at some point in our service 

to Him, so we have to be able to teach, in our own way. Knowing that we 
should be able to teach, though, doesn’t prepare us to teach.


2. We’ve got to apply ourselves to gain the information (1 Timothy 4:13, 15). 
“Read” to understand the “exhortation and doctrine” of the Scriptures.


3. Apply the words to our own life “entirely” — remember the plank and the 
speck (Matthew 7:1-5).

a) We need to get back to the Book, to prepare ourselves for this pursuit (1 

Peter 3:15).
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(1) We have to whet our appetite for “righteousness.” The psalmist spoke 
of the Word of God being “sweeter than honey” (Psalm 19:10; 
119:103). Jesus said those who “hunger and thirst for righteousness” 
will be filled (Matthew 5:6).


(2) Peter, through inspiration, said it this way: “… desire the pure milk of 
the word that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that 
the Lord is gracious” (1 Peter 2:2-3).


b) We may have to renew our basic skills of Bible knowledge, learning again 
the first principles, like those who received the Hebrew letter (Hebrews 
5:12-14).


C. If we’re silent about our faith, how will this community know the hope of Christ? 
We can speak of the Lord and hope for our family, friends, and neighbors. We 
can speak up for the sake of their souls, proclaiming the proven Bible truth 
(John 8:31-32). Let’s put the light of hope on a tall lampstand.


II. Reach Out And Teach 
A. When we get back to the Book and apply ourselves to gaining experience in the 

Word, we “will save both [ourselves] and those who hear [us]” (1 Timothy 4:16).

1. Christ never intended that the principles which made each of us Christians 

should remain dormant and isolated within ourselves (John 12:24). Leaven 
does nothing until it’s mixed with the dough (Matthew 13:33).

a) In both cases, neither is activated until it’s brought in contact with 

something else.

b) Even so, “pure and undefiled religion” does not properly function until 

each member of the church knows and vigorously teaches the gospel of 
Christ. Disuse causes leaven to lose its ability to reproduce.


2. Think about it this way. Who brought Simon Peter to Christ (John 1:40-42)? 
Who was it that brought Nathaniel to the Lord (John 1:45-46)? When Peter 
came to Cornelius’ house, who was there, and how did they know Peter was 
coming (Acts 10:24)? These examples stress the spiritual good that can be 
done when one shows an interest in another’s soul.


B. The church began with apostolic authority when the gospel was preached in 
Acts 2:6-8, but it continued with diligent Christians taking the message to lost 
humanity (Acts 6:3; 8:4-5). People were impressed with the power of God in a 
negative way (Acts 13:6-12), and in a positive way (Romans 1:8-12). People 
were regenerated when they saw how powerful the Word was.


C. We can’t know something this incredibly important and not want to share it with 
people we know. We’re driven by the desire to rescue people around us, just like 
we were rescued once ourselves.

1. Think about the time and energy we’re able to give to lesser things; then 

bring a good measure of that to your love for truth.

2. If we can be passionate about all of ordinary, carnal parts of life; how much 

more driven should we be about our hope of salvation?

3. As we increase our interest in the Word of God (1 Peter 2:2), we’ll grow in our 

ability to share His hope (1 Thessalonians 1:6-9).
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D. No one will be convinced if we hide “the light.” If we say nothing, no one will 
know the hope that’s available. We’re seen as determinedly passionate about 
God’s truth, and the souls of our fellow man. As we grow in our knowledge of 
God’s Word, we’ll grow in confidence and passion for its precepts. That passion 
for truth will be a persuasive tool for our influence, and it will give us a voice to 
proclaim hope. Let’s put the light of hope on a tall lampstand.


III. Shine The Light 
A. The church is to be distinct from this world and from false doctrines. Our 

distinction needs to be noticed. We won’t be like others. The Bible truth we 
follow is sacred (Hebrews 1:1-2; Revelation 22:18-19). By the truth of God we 
are sanctified or set apart (Acts 20:32; Jude 1). We are working to be those who 
are described in Ephesians 4:4-6:

1. Members of the “one” body, Christ’s body (Ephesians 1:20-23).

2. Obedient to the Word delivered by the “one” Spirit, the Holy Spirit (John 

16:12-14).

3. Living in the “one” hope in and through Jesus Christ (2 Thessalonians 

2:13-14).

4. Servants of the “one” Lord, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (Ephesians 

1:15-16).

5. Followers of the “one” faith which is the faith, once delivered for all (Romans 

10:17; Jude 3).

6. Cleansed from our sins by the “one” baptism in water for the remission of 

our sins (John 3:5; Acts 2:38-42).

7. Children of the “one” God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 

and in you all.

B. Shine bright! The “light” that we shine is distinct, different, and definitely 

needed. We’re the ones who demonstrate its distinction (Matthew 5:13-16). We 
accept this sacred role of shining “the light” to show this world the hope of 
Jesus so they too can be saved (John 8:12; 1 Peter 3:1). If we refuse to 
demonstrate our distinction, the world won’t know the light of hope for their 
souls. Let’s put the light of hope on a tall lampstand.


Conclusion. Reaching out with truth is a critical need of being in Christ. Get 
back to Book. Reach out and teach. Shine the light. All on a tall lampstand. Our 
decision to “shine” is powerful; it will change our lives, and it will change the lives of 
those who hear us because it can save them.


Today, if you have not obeyed the true gospel of Jesus, this moment gives you 
that very special opportunity. Even now, there is hope to find salvation from your sins 
and one day, a welcome home in heaven. The gospel of Jesus is the only plan that will 
save you. If you want to be saved, obey Christ’s gospel now.


I am deeply indebted to T. Sean Sullivan for the use of his material.
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