
The Impact Of Gaius 

Introduction. It’s not unusual for people to wonder what the early church was 
like. We know a lot about its early leaders, such as Paul and Peter; but what about the 
average Christians themselves? Were they more spiritual than Christians today? Did 
they experience the kind of problems seen so often in churches today?


One of the shortest documents in the Bible, the third letter of John to one 
named “Gaius” is packed with important information. In context, it seems that John 
wrote to commend and encourage Gaius in his firm stand against a bully in the church 
named Diotrephes. This was a private letter that gives us a glimpse of first-century life.


There are Christians who are full of sin and want to use Christ and the church as 
a means of personal gain. Sometimes such people rise to the top in churches and 
unleash their terrible harm once they are appointed elders or preachers (cp. 1 Peter 
5:2; Titus 1:11-13).


But there are also people who are sincere and truly follow Christ. This is a fitting 
description of Gaius, and as we dissect this short book, he will open the door for us to 
make a bigger impact in our sphere of influence.


I. The Elder And The Beloved (v. 1) 

A. John refers to himself as “the elder.” This probably doesn’t refer to the office of 
bishop. John was in exile on Patmos, which means that he was unlikely to be 
serving as an overseer in a local church.

1. Third John was written sometime around the end of the first century. Since 

John was the final apostle to die, somewhere around 100 A.D., and since 
John was exiled to Patmos after the general persecution of Christians arose 
in 70 A.D., the letter can probably be dated to that thirty-year span.


2. At this point in time he was a very old man. A man named Papias (and his 
student Polycarp) was a student of John’s, and he wrote of him as John the 
elder. He clearly meant the word in the sense of an older and revered man.


B. Gaius is referred to as “the beloved.” The connotation of the letter suggests this 
was an encouraging designation. Gaius was standing firm for truth in the church 
where he was, and John was kindly disposed toward him and his plight.


II. John Wished Good Fortune For Gaius (v. 2) 

A. John is often called the “apostle of love” because he spoke of it so often — 20 
times in the gospel alone (John 8:42; 13:34), and 24 times in the much smaller 
first epistle (1 John 2:4-5, 15; 3:1).


B. John pours out his loving and patriarchal heart on this disciple who had 
withstood hardships in the name of truth.

1. There’s nothing easy about opposing a heretic like Diotrephes — especially 

one who is so unafraid of censure that he unjustly accuses the apostles.

2. Clearly Gaius had sided with the truth in opposition of this arrogant man, and 

John thought him worthy of and in need of comfort.
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C. There could be no greater comfort than the kind words that came from John the 
apostle. You can imagine what it was like to be encouraged by one of the three 
who had a special relationship with Christ, along with Peter and James.


III. Gaius’ Reputation Was Known To John (vv. 3-4) 

A. John was able to receive visitors in his exile, and one of them told of the 
rebellion of Diotrephes, and of this courageous saint who opposed him.


B. There’s nothing more encouraging to Christians than to hear of the faithfulness 
of other Christians. We hear about the struggle of churches around the world, 
and it brings us consolation to know how firmly the faithful stand.

1. Even in our world today, there are struggles in so many countries, and 

churches are in harm’s way.

a) In China there is Communism, which makes Christianity illegal. In the 

Philippines there are islands where Muslim extremists have control, and 
they threaten murder to anyone who is a Christian.


b) Just recently, the invasion of Ukraine by Russia has imperiled God’s 
saints who have been faithful for several decades.


2. We are often compelled to write to the faithful Christians who continue to 
stand for the Lord in these hard places. We want them to know how they 
inspire us, and how much we pray for them.


IV. The Compliments Of John To Gaius (vv. 5-14) 

A. Gaius was generous (vv. 5-8).

1. Gaius was “given to hospitality,” as all Christians (Romans 12:13; Hebrews 

13:2; 1 Peter 4:9) and particularly widows (1 Timothy 5:10) and elders (1 
Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8) should be.


2. In each of these verses the Greek word literally means “a love for strangers.” 
In welcoming such, we may not only entertain angels without knowing it 
(Hebrews 13:2), but will be receiving the Lord Jesus Himself (Matthew 
10:40-42; 25:35, 38-40).


3. Hospitality of God’s saints could be displayed no better than so many of you 
happily treating the preacher and his wife to meals and encouragement last 
week. In all the years I’ve been here, I can’t remember a single time when 
I’ve had to do any more than simply remind members of the meal list. 


B. Diotrephes and Demetrius (vv. 9-12).

1. Gaius needed encouragement because he withstood a church dictator. 

Diotrephes, who was a controller, insubordinate, slanderous, and vindictive, 
serves as a warning that “he who does evil has not seen God.”


2. John complimented Gaius and encouraged him by linking him with the godly 
Demetrius who held the same view of righteousness as John the apostle. He 
“has a good testimony from all, and from the truth itself. And we also bear 
witness, and you know that our testimony is true” (v. 12).


C. Farewell greeting (vv. 13-14).

1. John’s statement that he wished to write more is characteristic of him (cp. 

John 20:30; 2 John 12). Also characteristic is his expressed desire to see 
Gaius soon and talk with him “face to face” (cp. 2 John 12).
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2. The closing word again bears the mark of the warm relationship existing 
between John and Gaius. John extends “peace” to him, knowing that his 
situation may become very difficult in the days ahead. He also reminds him 
that all who are with John are also Gaius’ friends.


V. How You Can Make An Impact 

A. It’s good to study examples from the Old and New Testaments, but we want to 
address the impact you can make in your life.


B. An “impact” is a strong effect or influence on someone. I want to focus on three 
ways you can make that happen:

1. You can be a teacher.


a) It’s first necessary to teach yourself (1 Timothy 4:13). You need to be 
paying attention reading, exhortation, and doctrine consistently, 
personally, and privately.


b) The first place to begin, if you are a parent, is with your own children 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-9). You’re going to have to show them what it means 
to be a disciple, both in word and deed.


c) Additionally, we should all be focused on how we can fulfill the desire of 
Jesus to make disciples (Matthew 28:19-20). Your financial contribution 
to this local body definitely accomplishes this, but you need to be looking 
further to see how you can direct people to Jesus in a personal way.


d) We are all members of this body and we all have gifts or talents that need 
to be used (Romans 12:7). In so doing, you will “show others the 
goodness of God” (1 Peter 2:9, NLT).


2. You can be an encourager.

a) When we are faithful to God and when we are faithful during hard times, 

it’ll be noticed by other faithful Christians.

(1) It is not our purpose to elicit compliments for our faithfulness. We 

serve God because it was “our duty to do” so (Luke 17:10).

(2) However, we have to also acknowledge that the kind words of 

support of other Christians is helpful.

(3) In fact, it’s such a pattern of the apostles to give uplifting words to 

other Christians that we should definitely consider it our duty.

(a) Paul gave thanks for the church in Philippi in every remembrance 

of them (Philippians 1:3).

(b) Of Timothy, Paul said, “For I have no one like-minded, who will 

sincerely care for your state …” (Philippians 2:20, 22).

(c) Epaphroditus had been sick, and Paul spoke glowingly of him and 

gave a good report (Philippians 2:26). He even risked his life for 
the cause of Christ (Philippians 2:30).


(d) Euodia and Syntyche shared Paul’s struggle in the cause of the 
gospel (Philippians 4:3).


b) Post-Covid, many people are not returning to in-person assemblies. And 
it really has nothing to do with fear, masks, or vaccines. It’s indifference.

(1) You become indifferent to something when you no longer see value in 

it. It’s not significant enough for you to carve out time for it anymore.
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(2) The antidote to indifference is passion. You’re never indifferent to 
what you’re passionate about. Your passion to stimulate your brothers 
and sisters to “love and good works” will never be misplaced. 


3. You can be a servant.

a) God condescended to mankind to bestow the ultimate grace on us: the 

forgiveness of sins through the sacrifice of His Son (John 3:16). 

b) Because we are recipients of God’s grace in various forms, it’s only right 

that we mimic our Father and “serve one another” (1 Peter 4:10, ESV).

c) When I see Christians donating their time and money, feeding and 

clothing the disaffected, becoming mentors to younger Christians, 
tutoring and volunteering to give people brighter futures, and just 
generally going the extra mile (Matthew 5:38-42), I become more 
convinced that the one “who does good is of God.”


d) You’ve got phenomenal potential in this local church if you’ll only set your 
heart to be a servant — an active participant in the grace of God.


Conclusion. It’s my wish that you’ve been motivated to look at the impact of 
this obscure man in the New Testament and contemplate what kind of impact you’re 
making. If John had written a letter in which your name was mentioned, what would he 
have said about you? Would he have prayed for your prosperity? Would he have 
condemned your self-seeking attitude? Or would he have set you up as a pattern for 
others to follow? “Walk in the truth” like Gaius and you’ll have a big impact on people.


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.

 of 4 4


