
The Ministry Of Women 
Introduction. The world was shocked when, on February 8, 2022, video was 

released of an Iranian man who had beheaded his 17-year-old wife in an “honor killing,” 
which claims that the victim has brought dishonor on the family name or prestige. The 
National Women’s Committee of Iran said that “not a week goes by without some form 
of honor killing making headlines.”


It’s horrendous how some places in the world treat women. But Jesus and the 
gospel exalts them to a beautiful place of ministry in the kingdom.


In the past 50 years, we’ve witnessed more women in prominent positions in 
every profession and occupation. In business, industry, entertainment, education, 
finance, health care, and politics, women are serving, excelling, and occupying 
leadership roles.


We’ll see from the New Testament the clarity of God placing the leadership role 
of both the home and the church on men. But He has also provided an important place 
for women’s service. Unfortunately, we may too often focus on what women can’t do, 
instead of what they can do. Prohibitions regarding the public assembly don’t prohibit 
women from serving in many righteous areas that are deep, rich, and rewarding.


I. The Role Of Women 
A. Paul defines a woman’s role as learners rather than teachers during the public 

worship (1 Timothy 2:11-12). While they aren’t to be the public teachers in that 
context, neither are they to be shut out of the learning process as was generally 
the case in ancient times.

1. First-century Judaism didn't hold women in high esteem. While not barred 

from attending synagogue, they weren’t encouraged to learn. Most rabbis 
refused to teach women, and some likened it to throwing pearls to pigs.


2. A woman in Greek society did not fare much better. She led a very confined 
life. She lived in her own quarters into which no one but her husband came. 
She did not even appear at meals. She never at any time appeared on the 
street alone; she never went to any public assembly.


B. The Old and New Testaments both affirm that women have a spiritual status 
equal to men (Numbers 6:2; Deuteronomy 27:16; Proverbs 6:20; Luke 8:2-3; 
Acts 1:13-14; Galatians 3:28). However, spiritual equality between the sexes 
didn’t do away with the difference in their roles.

1. In the Old Testament, there were no queens in either Israel or Judah. No 

women served as priests. None of the authors of the Old Testament were 
women. No woman had an on-going prophetic ministry like Elijah, Elisha, or 
the other prophets where she would speak before the people.


2. In the New Testament, there were no women who were elders or evangelists. 
None of the authors of the New Testament were women. The New Testament 
nowhere records a sermon or teaching of a woman.


C. “Subjection” means “to line up under.” Women demonstrate subjection by not 
usurping authority over the man. A woman must not have a bossy, 
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overpowering spirit (1 Peter 3:3-4). That violates the command of learning in 
“silence” or “quietness.”

1. “Silence” simply refers to the attitude of heart, not the physical act of 

speaking (cp. 2 Thessalonians 3:12).

2. This isn’t true because women are inferior to men; while on earth, Jesus 

assumed a subordinate role, yet He was not inferior (1 Corinthians 11:3).

D. In 1 Timothy 3:1-7, women can’t serve as elders. In 1 Timothy 3:8-12, women 

can’t serve as deacons, and in 1 Timothy 2:11-12, women can’t serve as 
preachers or Bible class teachers where they would instruct men.


II. The Work Of Women 
A. Women in evangelism. 

1. Women, like men, have the responsibility of teaching others.

a) Priscilla, with her husband Aquila, taught Apollos, who then became a 

mighty preacher for God (Acts 18:26).

b) The Samaritan woman, when she heard the truth about Jesus, went and 

told everyone (John 4:28-29, 39, 42).

c) Mary, Joanna, Salome, Susanna, and others supported Jesus in His 

teaching (Mark 15:40-41; Luke 8:1-3).

d) Euodia and Syntyche labored with Paul in the gospel (Philippians 4:2-3).


2. In doing their part in evangelism, women can host Bible studies in their 
homes (1 Corinthians 16:19), and they can teach through their example (1 
Peter 3:1-2; 2 Corinthians 3:2). How many men do you know personally who 
were brought to Christ through the teaching of godly women?


B. Women in edification. 
1. Women are a vital part of the body of Christ (Galatians 6:2; Ephesians 

4:15-16; 1 Thessalonians 5:11, 14).

a) They can encourage those who are discouraged and even compliment 

the strong.

b) Women often know the right words to say to encourage a brother or 

sister who’s struggling from the loss of a loved one, sickness, family 
problems, or spiritual weakness.


2. Paul mentioned several women important to the work of God in Romans 
16:1-15.

a) Phoebe stands alone as a Christian for whom Paul held high regard. 

She’s not identified as someone’s wife, mother, sister, or daughter.

(1) Paul commended her. The word “commend” means to “be worthy of 

confidence, to recommend, or to give approval to.”

(2) She is a woman worthy of praise.


(a) Phoebe was a servant. This is the word that is translated 
“deacon.” Some have suggested this was an office of the church 
and she was a “deaconess.” Nothing in Scripture suggests this is 
so. It does, however, highlight, that Phoebe was a servant. A 
worker. One who ministered to her brothers and sisters.


(b) It’s important to remember that not all ministers are preachers — 
or elders, deacons, or men.
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b) Priscilla was a “co-worker in Christ” and labored alongside her husband, 
Aquila (Acts 18:26).


c) Persis, who is spoken of as “beloved,” and as having “labored much in 
the Lord.”


d) There was a woman named Mary that we don’t anything about, but she is 
said “to have worked hard for you.”


e) Junia, who was well-known among the apostles.

f) Tryphena and Tryphosa, are mentioned together and praised for their 

hard work. Some commentators believe they were sisters.

g) There was the mother of Rufus whom Paul said had been like a mother to 

him.

h) Finally, he mentions, Julia, and the sister of Nereus. These women, like 

Phoebe, were all involved in the ministry of the church.

3. Women can teach children, especially their own (2 Timothy 1:5). Older 

women can teach younger women good conduct (Titus 2:3-5). Finally, 
women can help create a learning environment by disciplining and 
controlling their children.

a) As stated earlier, men are given by God the task to raise their families in 

“the training and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). Sadly, some 
men aren’t very good at their jobs.


b) For all the wives and mothers who are living in this situation, I’m very 
sorry. But it will fall to you to take up the challenge of showing your 
husband and children how to put the kingdom of God first. Show them 
why it’s important to not look back (Luke 9:62).


C. Women in benevolence. 
1. The natural attributes of women quite often make them very capable in 

benevolence. Cooking, keeping the home, babysitting, ministering to the 
sick and needy, and extending hospitality are all actions women can take 
when they help others (Proverbs 31:10, 13, 15, 19-20).

a) Dorcas helped needy widows (Acts 9:36-39).

b) Priscilla provided a place for Paul to stay as he worked with them, and 

even laid her life down for him (Acts 18:3; Romans 16:3-4).

c) Widows supported by a local church had to be benevolent in their past to 

show that they were worthy (1 Timothy 5:9-10).

2. A woman’s benevolent work is a powerful contribution to the work and 

reputation of a local church (Matthew 25:34-40; James 1:27).


Conclusion. Only God knows the good that our sisters are accomplishing 
through these various means. Thank God for godly women. Women must stop 
believing the devil’s lie that the only role of significance is a leadership role. The 
mothers, wives, and daughters that have been the source of great joy and comfort in 
this life have blessed us richly. God has a plan for women, and when that plan is 
followed, the beauty of womanhood is seen in its glory.


The true measure of a local church isn’t defined only by what occurs in the 
assembly. It includes what the members do daily in the home, at work, and in the 
world. It involves benevolence, edification, and evangelism that takes place on a daily, 
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personal basis. Women in the church are very important, but are too often relegated to 
positions of insignificance. Just because God has assigned to women a specific role 
that contains limitations in relation to men, does not mean that women are any less 
important (Proverbs 31:10).


Look around you in your church body. See how many women are ministering in 
so many ways? Let’s celebrate their work, honor their ministry, and thank them for their 
selfless service.

 of 4 4


