
The Progression Of Sin 
Introduction. When Bible believers think about the progression of sin, James 

1:12-17 comes to mind. It is a watershed passage explaining that the various hardships 
and afflictions that meet Christians in the world can produce spiritual perfection (v. 4) 
and lead to God’s reward (v. 12) if they are endured in faith. However, they can have a 
harmful effect if met with the wrong attitude.


But we’re going to study a different passage today: Romans 1:18-32. Paul 
described the progression of sin among the Gentiles that placed them under God’s 
wrath. Sin will “proceed further in ungodliness” unless the sinner repents (Romans 
2:1-5; 2 Timothy 2:16; 3:13). There is a universal need to repent and obey the gospel to 
be saved from sin since “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23; 6:1-4; 1 Timothy 2:3-4). The 
degradation of the Gentile world, as reviewed in Romans 1, is a sobering reminder of 
the raging, soul-destroying effects of sin.


Sinners who ignore God and sin against Him are without excuse because the 
evidence of God’s eternal power and deity is “clearly seen” (Romans 1:20). God 
revealed His presence in His creation, and He has revealed His mind through His Word 
of truth (Psalm 19:1-11). Yet, many people refuse the evidence and reject God. The 
destructive power of sin takes over when they do.


Things have not changed to this present hour. The progression of sin still 
happens and stands as a warning to Christians (1 Corinthians 10:12).


I. The Progression Of Sin 
A. Scripture reveals the progression of sin. We can identify it, interrupt it, and resist 

it with God’s help (James 4:7-10).

B. Follow the progression of sin portrayed in Romans 1:18-32:  


1. One chooses to disregard God and live in unrighteousness. Sin begins to 
occupy a place in his life (vv. 18-20).


2. The sinner stops worshiping and thanking God. His heart becomes 
darkened, producing only futile thoughts (v. 21).


3. The sinner turns to human wisdom, which invariably changes the glory of 
God into profane things. Man becomes an idolater, worshiping his creations 
rather than the true and living God (vv. 22-23).


4. The sinner exchanges the truth of God for a lie and is led by the lusts of his 
heart, producing unclean and dishonorable conduct (vv. 24-25).


5. Sin continues to consume the sinner, often leading him into shameful, vile, 
and unnatural passions (vv. 26-28).


6. As the sinner refuses to retain a knowledge of God, he refuses to be guided 
by the truth of God. He increasingly fills his life with all sorts of unrighteous 
conduct (vv. 28-31).


7. The person who lives in sin is worthy of death yet continues to practice it 
while also approving of sin in others (v. 32).
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II. The Effects Of Sin 
A. Sin overwhelms us in the depths of wickedness when it’s left unattended. Sin 

does not turn us toward God; it produces eternal death (Romans 6:20-23).

B. God’s “goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering” should lead us to repent 

(Romans 2:4) and turn from our iniquities (Acts 3:19).

C. God has provided the remedy to our sins through His Son Jesus (Jeremiah 

10:23; Acts 4:12).

1. It was Christ rising from the dead, explained by the apostles in the gospel 

that could turn people away from idolatry (Acts 14:8-18; 19:23-27).

2. Christ saves us from “the wrath to come” when we believe, repent, and obey 

His gospel (Romans 3:21-26; 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10; cp. Matthew 7:21-23; 
Hebrews 5:9). Because of this, we will die no more (Romans 6:9-11).


Conclusion. If sin is progressing in your life, respond with faith in God, repent, 
and go to your heavenly Father (Luke 15:17-24). Do so now. Obey God instead of living 
in ways that lead to your eternal death (1 John 2:15-17). Don’t let sin destroy your soul. 
Our merciful God will save you if you’ll obey Christ (Matthew 11:28-30; Romans 1:16).


I am deeply indebted to Joe R. Price for the use of her material.
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