
Good News Rescue 
Introduction. Two years into the pandemic, the U.S. is about to meet the grim 

benchmark of one million COVID-19 deaths. There have been six million deaths 
worldwide now. The war in Ukraine is almost one month old. Thousands have died and 
millions have been displaced. Domestically, gas prices are skyrocketing. Grocery 
stores are struggling to keep shelves stocked for customers. Both of these conditions 
have sparked accelerated inflation, putting greater financial pressure on families.


Are you fed up with the never-ending stream of bad news? This morning we’re 
going to concentrate on good news, taken from the most reliable and ancient source, 
the Bible. This isn’t just news that makes you feel good — it’s news that’s going to beg 
you to step outside your life and then come back to it with a whole new story.


I. Good News Relating To Your Spiritual Salvation 
A. God loves you and sent Jesus Christ to be your sacrifice (Isaiah 53:4-5, 10; 

John 3:16-17; Romans 4:25; 1 Peter 2:24).

1. His blood removed sins in a way animal blood couldn’t (Hebrews 10:1-4).

2. The blood of Jesus Christ will cleanse the penitent and obedient believer 

from every sin (Psalm 51:2; Hebrews 9:14; 1 John 1:7, 9; Revelation 1:5).

B. Jesus was raised from the dead, and you will be raised too (John 5:28-29; Acts 

2:24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, 20).

1. He sits at the right hand of the Father (Hebrews 8:1), living to make 

intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25).

2. Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life, and entrance to the Father in 

heaven is through Him (John 14:6).

C. Salvation is available to everyone (1 Timothy 2:4; Titus 2:11; 2 Peter 3:9).


1. In God’s house there are many mansions (John 14:2).

2. Salvation is available to all who obey Him (Hebrews 5:8-9), which involves 

hearing and believing the gospel (John 8:24; Romans 10:17; Hebrews 11:6), 
repenting of sins (Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 17:30), confessing faith in Jesus 
(Romans 10:9-10), and being baptized for the remission of sins (Mark 16:16; 
Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21).


D. Salvation is eternal (Romans 2:6-7; 6:23; 1 Timothy 6:19).

1. Heaven can be your eternal home (Philippians 3:20; Colossians 3:1).

2. Pain, disease, death, woes, and sorrows are earthly, and will have no part of 

eternal life in heaven (Revelation 21:4).


II. Good News Relating To Your Emotional Strength 
A. God doesn’t just want to save you from your sins; He wants to you to have an 

abundant life (John 10:10; cp. Psalm 34:10).

1. Our times are creating unprecedented levels of stress, anxiety, and 

depression. God provides a way for the relentless cycle of despair and 
anxiety to slow down and let you breathe, think deeply, and move forward.

a) When an aircraft goes into a spin, the intuitive action is to fight with the 

control stick to regain proper attitude.
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b) However, for lots of aircraft, the FAA says that if the throttle is moved to 
idle and the pilot takes hands off the controls, the plane will right itself.


c) There’s a great lesson to be learned in that we get into life situations and 
we want to fight them, instead of trusting God for guidance and comfort 
(Proverbs 3:5-8).


2. Lots of people are shut out of abundant life because they operate from the 
standpoint of an old, broken story or narrative that they’ve accepted about 
their life, usually from childhood, such as, “I’m not good at math;” “I’m too 
old;” “I’m too young;” “I’m not a leader;” “I won’t be successful;” or, “I’ll 
always be broke.” And it makes them miserable for the rest of their lives.

a) Growing up, I could always rely on the old story that I wasn’t “athletic.” I 

was the awkward, nerdy guy that always got picked last for sports teams.

b) But a few years ago, out of trying to cope with burgeoning eye problems, 

I became athletic. I’ve entered dozens of foot and bicycle races, and I 
can’t remember winning a single one. But it doesn’t matter because I 
didn’t need athletic success; all I needed was a new story.


c) Your old story may be borne out of addiction, divorce, psychological 
struggles, anger, or feelings of insecurity and inadequacy. You need a 
new story. And principles in Scripture will let you write a new story and 
defeat your old, broken one. Boiled down to its essence, all 
transformation is story transformation. And you have the freedom, power, 
and responsibility to the ones you love to rewrite your story.


B. God infused the Scriptures with the assurances you need to write a new story; 
i.e. “born again” (John 3:3) and “new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17):

1. You can put sin to death — and guilt with it (Colossians 3:5-7).

2. You can have a connected relationship to God (Hebrews 4:16).

3. You can be refreshed by God’s saints (Romans 15:32).

4. You can receive God’s comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3-7).

5. You can receive God’s care (1 Peter. 5:7).

6. You can mature and grow (Hebrews 6:1-3).


C. Better times can be ahead for you. There is very little that you or I can do about 
the bad news cascading from our devices these days, but we can turn to God 
and His Word for some needed good news. The “good news” is always 
accomplished through the gospel of Jesus Christ.


Conclusion. This “prayer” was recently on Facebook and I want you to consider 
it: “Dear Lord, may we be a nation of people that seeks you like we seek lower gas 
prices. May we be a nation of people that is as angry at the rise of immorality as we are 
the rise of gas prices. May we be a nation as zealous to save souls as we are a nation 
to save 20 cents on a gallon of gas. May we be a nation that feels as ready and free to 
talk about Jesus as we are ready and free to talk about gas prices. May we be a nation 
as committed to our Lord and Savior as we are oil and gas. Lord, help us to be! Amen.”


I hope all of this have given us needed perspective. God does indeed love you. 
He gave His Son and He wants you to be strong in His grace. If you’re ready to take 
the next step into that grace, let us know when we sing our invitation song or talk to us 
after the assembly.
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I am deeply indebted to David Weaks and Ian Morgan Cron for the use of their material.


https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-carey-nieuwhof-leadership-podcast/
id912753163?i=1000553510008
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