
The Greatness Of God 
Introduction. Some people will never believe regardless of the evidence. It 

reminds me of the philosopher Bertrand Russell who said that if he did meet up with 
God, he would challenge Him by arguing, “You didn’t give me enough evidence.”


But God has given us plenty of evidence (Romans 1:20). In fact, it’s so apparent, 
obvious, and visible that the Bible doesn’t argue the existence of God — it simply 
assumes it. And the worthy ancients simply acknowledged what they observed and 
gave God the glory, honor, and praise for who He is.


Psalm 145 is a great praise psalm. This is the last psalm of David in the book, 
and in this acrostic psalm (the last of the eight acrostics, Psalms 9-10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 
112, 119), David teaches about God’s greatness. Since most of us are not familiar with 
the Hebrew language and how they used subsequent letters of the Hebrew alphabet to 
craft their thoughts, alliteration can outline seven reasons why we praise God.


I. Position 
A. Verses 1-2 identify His position, which speaks to His rank, eminence, and 

authority. He is God, the Almighty, the Supreme Being.

B. He is our King. In Psalm 47:2 He is called “a great King” and “awesome.” He is 

the King of the kings of the earth (Revelation 19:16). Rulers then and now derive 
their power from Him (Daniel 4:17).


C. His position alone deserves glory and honor. The psalmist uses three words: 
“extol,” which is to exalt and set on high above all others; “bless,” to give 
thanks for who He is; and “praise,” to celebrate.


II. Power 
A. In vv. 3-6 David refers to His “mighty acts,” “wondrous works,” and “awesome 

acts.” Simply put, God’s power is demonstrated in what He does. Consider 
some of the examples in the Bible:

1. The creation and exquisite beauty of the cosmos.

2. The creation and endless complexity of the human body.

3. The mighty Flood of Noah’s time.

4. The formation of Israel for God’s purpose in Jesus.

5. The birth of Jesus from a virgin.

6. The wonder of God becoming a man.

7. The power of the resurrection of Christ.


B. Like the psalmist, we need to talk about them and tell them to others — 
particularly our children and future generations (Psalm 78:1-7).


III. Personality 
A. Throughout the psalm, but especially in vv. 7-9, David speaks of God’s nature, 

identity, and personality traits. He is good, righteous, gracious, compassionate, 
slow to anger, and great in mercy (Exodus 34.6-7; Ezra 3:10-11; Nahum 1:7).

1. People have made a strong case against God because of how mean and 

warlike He appears in the Old Testament.
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2. Furthermore, Muslims believe that God is a fierce, relentless Oriental despot, 
with no love for humanity outside the followers of Muhammad.


B. But this willfully ignores how much the Bible reveals that His nature is loving, 
just, and holy (2 Peter 3:9; 1 John 4:8, 10, 16). Aren’t you thankful that this is the 
kind of God we serve?


IV. Preeminence 
A. In vv. 10-13 David reminds us that God is more than important or even 

prominent — He is preeminent. He’s over everything because He made 
everything. God has no rivals and no equals. He’s in a class by Himself. 


B. This part of the psalm uses several of the terms of vv. 4-7, but now the stress on 
the word “kingdom” brings out the theme of rule rather than redemption. The 
reappearance of v. 13 in Daniel 4:3 confirms this emphasis and points to a part 
of Scripture which expounds this sovereignty at length and on a world scale.


C. God is the great I AM (Exodus 3:14), and this is as much a cause for joy as is 
the compassion proclaimed in vv. 8-9.


V. Provision 
A. All that we have (vv. 14-16) is due to God’s provisions for us. We pray about 

food, clothing, and shelter, and God will exalt the humble and support those in 
need (Psalm 37:24; 113:7-9; 146:8; 1 Samuel 2:4-8; Matthew 20:16).

1. The two phrases in v. 14 are very expressive, and they detail God’s power to 

revive lost hope and failed abilities.

2. The psalms show that God has such a generous joy in His world (a theme 

developed at length in Psalm 104). Jesus developed a similar theme in the 
legendary Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:45; 6:25-34).


B. But God doesn’t just help us physically. He provides for our mental, emotional, 
relational, and spiritual needs too. The desires of our heart, the longings of the 
spirit, and the burdens we bear can and will be satisfied with divine assistance.


VI. Presence 
A. There is a progression in vv. 17-19. Saints are special because they “call on 

Him,” “fear Him,” and “love Him.” He hears prayers of those who submit to His 
will, i.e. they respond to His faithfulness with faithfulness (cp. 1 Timothy 1:12).


B. The symbolism of the word “near” is not confined to the thought of being within 
earshot, but may include that of the closeness of friends (Psalm 25:14; 138:6) 
and the boon of help that is ready and waiting (Proverbs 27:10; Isaiah 50:8-9). 
You are never alone. God is here and He hears and cares.


VII.Preservation 
A. The psalmist concluded by reminding us that God is the great Protector. He will 

preserve, protect, defend, and uphold us. David definitely learned this lesson (2 
Samuel 8:6, 14), as well as the Israelites (Nehemiah 9:21).


B. Verse 20 has the only direct mention of the wicked in the psalm. But it would 
hardly be a psalm about life without this shadow; nor would God’s faithfulness 
be fully seen without reference to His uncompromising judgment (Romans 
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14:10-12). The wicked will be destroyed, while the righteous will be sustained 
and ultimately saved (Matthew 25:41, 46).


Conclusion. The psalmist appropriately concludes in the final verse with a vow 
to praise the Lord. Because the kingdom of God extends to all creation and because 
the Lord’s acts benefit all His creation, it’s only right that all humankind should respond 
to His “holy name.”


Look around, look within, and look up. Don’t you see God’s greatness and 
goodness? Being able to see it gives us valid cause to praise Him and to proclaim His 
greatness to everyone (1 Peter 2:9).


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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