
Comprehending The Love Of Christ 
Introduction. Part of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians was “… that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the 
width and length and depth and height — to know the love of Christ which passes 
knowledge …” (Ephesians 3:17-19).


From the beginning of the epistle, he has been declaring the love Christ has 
shown for the Gentile world. Unless they were “rooted and grounded in love” and the 
“love of God has been poured out” in their hearts (Romans 5:5), it would be impossible 
for them to comprehend the exceeding riches of the love of Christ that “surpasses 
knowledge” (NASB, ESV). This is the climax of prayer, the point to which the other 
petitions tend. But what Paul is praying for is not an isolated experience unique to 
Christians in Ephesus, but something that is shared by all God’s people.


Paul’s spatial imagery (width, length, depth, and height) should be seen as a 
figurative (and beautiful) way to show the limitless nature of the love of Christ — and 
this type of language was not unique in the Scriptures (Job 11:5-9; Romans 11:33-34; 
Colossians 2:2-3).


It’s always important for us to know Scripture and doctrinal arguments. That 
comes in necessary for us to live and teach the gospel of Christ. But examining the 
four different dimensions of the love of Christ will give you knowledge and strength in 
the years ahead for your walk with Christ.


I. Width 
A. The love of Christ is wide enough to encompass all the needs of the world.


1. Earlier in the epistle, Paul discussed how Christ alone was able, through His 
death, to join both Jew and Gentile together in one body (2:11-18).


2. John the Baptist did not introduce Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the Jews, but as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world” (John 1:29).


3. Jesus told the apostles to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature” (Mark 16:16). Because of the love of Christ, the kingdom of 
God is open and available to anyone (Galatians 3:28; cp. Colossians 3:11).

a) The rock of racial unrest has been rolled over in our country. Out from the 

darkness have crawled sad reminders that progress is incomplete.

b) It’s comforting to know that Christians have an answer to racism and 

social injustice.

c) Jesus provides a better way (Matthew 7:12). Jesus provides rest and 

peace to every individual of every race and every culture in every age 
(Matthew 11:28-30).


B. However, we must make sure we aren’t misunderstanding or misinterpreting the 
width of our Lord’s love.

1. The love of Christ is not wider (more inclusive) than the law of God. The love 

of Christ does not negate God’s law against sin and unrighteousness.

2. Simply put, the homosexual, adulterer, idolater, etc., cannot remain in their 

sin and claim they will be saved in the love of Christ (Revelation 21:7-8; 
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22:14-15). The love of Christ calls calls us to repentance, not continuance in 
rebelling against God’s law.


II. Length 
A. How far are you willing to go for your loved ones? Jesus went all the way to the 

cross (John 13:1; 15:13; Philippians 2:8). It was that spirit of humility that’s still 
desperately needed in our world (John 4:34; cp. Philippians 2:3-4).


B. However, Jesus’ love went much further than this for He was willing to help 
those who had little intention to follow Him. (Romans 5:7-8). What else does the 
Lord have to do to prove His love for you? This kind of love is a model for our 
own (1 John 3:16-18; cp. Luke 10:34; Philippians 2:30).


III. Depth 
A. The love of Christ has always been willing to extend to the depths of sin to seek 

and save a lost soul. Regardless of how low we sink in our sin and rebellion, we 
are never out of the sight of our loving Savior (Psalm 139:7-8; cp. Jonah 2:2-8).

1. In this passage, the word “hell” should be understood as “Sheol” or the 

grave. If David were to tunnel under the earth, he could not get away from 
the presence of God.


2. In the darkest moment of David’s life, God knew about his sin. Even though 
he broke at least half of the Ten Commandments, God didn’t give up on him. 
He sent Nathan the prophet to stir him to repentance (2 Samuel 12:7-12).


B. Only God knows how many lives the love of Christ has “brought up from the pit” 
of drug and alcohol addiction, prison, divorce, or despair. Our sins will separate 
us from fellowship with God, but they can’t remove us from the love of Christ. 
That love is always there, urging us to repent (Acts 26:19-20).


IV. Height 
A. The love of Christ is higher than any mountain.


1. It is an immovable force, calling sinners to repentance (Revelation 3:19).

2. It is an immovable force, giving strength to the faithful (Romans 8:38-39).


B. Even now, He’s in heaven loving and making intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25).

C. In the end, the love of Christ will cause us to be exalted or lifted up to our 

eternal home with God in heaven (John 17:24). We can behold the glory of 
Christ because we too will be glorified (Romans 8:18; 1 Peter 5:10).


Conclusion. The love of Christ is a tremendous blessing. Look in all four 
directions and the love of Christ does not end. Man can spend his entire life on earth 
contemplating the richness of Christ’s love and never exhaust the subject.


It’s God’s design that all people and all nations will become one in Christ. To 
achieve this end, Christ needs the church to go out and tell the world that no one is 
beyond the reach of Christ’s love. In fact, the church may be the only organization on 
earth that exists for the sake of those who aren’t a part of it yet. But church members 
will have their faults. Church members may be far from what they should be, but in the 
fellowship of the church we find the love of Christ. Do you know His love?
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I am deeply indebted to Heath Rogers for the use of his material.
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