
Have You Tasted God? 
Introduction. Terry Denis tells a story about a college professor, an atheist, who 

gave a lecture denying the existence of God. He cited book after book, scholar after 
scholar and a variety of “evidences” to prove there’s no God.


As the professor concluded, a man stood up eating an apple and asked: “This 
apple that I’m eating, tell me, is it sweet or is it sour?” Incredulously the professor 
replied, “How should I know? I’ve not tasted that apple.” To this, the man responded, “I 
know there is God. I have tasted Him.”


Hebrews was written to a second generation of Jewish Christians who had 
“tasted the goodness of God’s Word,” to encourage them not to neglect the great 
salvation (cp. 2:3). Because of their neglect, they were “dull of hearing” (5:11), and not 
able to digest the deep truths about Christ being a high priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek. One of the greatest, faith-building sections is chapter 6, so we’re going to 
investigate three simple appeals that will create a stronger spiritual life for you.


I. An Appeal To Spiritual Progress (vv. 1-3) 
A. Following the author’s arguments concerning the superiority of Christ and the 

Christian religion, he exhorts, “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the 
elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection.”


B. God doesn’t want us to stagnate spiritually. He desires for us to grow, improve, 
and move forward (2 Peter 1:5-11; 3:18). The word “perfection” means maturity. 


C. Just like a baby grows from infancy to adolescence to adulthood, so must those 
who’ve been “born again” by God’s Word grow spiritually (1 Peter 2:2). It’s said 
that Oliver Cromwell had a motto written inside his Bible in Latin which read, 
“He who ceases to be better ceases to be good.” Or as Max De Pree put it, “We 
cannot become what we need to be by remaining what we are.”


II. A Warning Of Possible Apostasy (vv. 4-8) 
A. However, those who had “tasted of the heavenly gift” needed to be careful not 

“to fall away.” Apostasy is possible, contrary to the teaching of many in the 
religious world today.

1. There is a difference in yielding to sin contrary to the new life in Christ and 

abandoning that life altogether.

2. For the author, falling away is the equivalent of “departing from the living 

God” (3:12). It is the same as persisting in sin after receiving truth (10:26).

B. Those who were once “enlightened” and enjoyed divine association, are in 

grave danger when they return to “the weak and worthless elements of the 
world” (cp. Galatians 4:9). One can reach a state where it is “impossible … to 
renew them again to repentance.” It’s not impossible on God’s part because 
He’s always willing and ready to forgive. It’s impossible from a human 
standpoint (1 Timothy 4:1-2).


C. When we reject Christ, we renounce all hope. When we repudiate the cross and 
shame the name of God’s Son, we’ve reached a depth of sin that can only be 
compared to those who shouted, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” (Luke 23:21).
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D. Elders and preachers have witnessed those who began a gradual spiritual 
descent — who neglected their salvation — finally fall headlong into the 
repulsiveness of immoral practices. They ultimately become either infidels or 
outright atheists.


E. An agricultural example illustrates the spiritual truths of vv. 4–6 (cp. similar 
metaphors in Matthew 7:16-20; 13:3-23). The positive illustration (v. 7) builds 
toward the negative climax (v. 8). Someone who rejects God’s abundant spiritual 
provision faces severe judgment (10:26-31; 12:25-29).


F. Be careful. Don’t lose your taste for God’s Word. Savor your spiritual 
communion with the Lord. Don’t whet your appetite for carnal cravings.


III. An Assurance Of Godly Hope (vv. 9-20) 
A. At this point the writer turns to encouragement. His stern warnings are for the 

moment finished and he almost hastens to assure the readers that he doesn’t 
consider that they had reached the extreme position of which he has spoken.


B. The Hebrew writer confidently believed better things about them. When you 
allow God to be on your side, find support from fellow Christians, and sincerely 
engage yourself in righteous service, good things happen.


C. The writer’s strong desire (cp. Luke 22:15) that the readers might have full 
assurance of hope suggests that at the moment it is lacking. Possibly the 
conflict over the pull of Judaism was robbing them of the joy of this assurance. 
It is possible for Christians to have great love for the saints and yet lack 
assurance for themselves.


D. The purpose of the final section (vv. 13-20) is to demonstrate that the promises 
of God are sure and unbreakable and, therefore, provide a solid foundation for 
hope. The author is fond of Abraham, whom he refers to ten times. He is the 
supreme example of one who continued to trust God and to obey Him even 
though the circumstances were adverse and gave little support to faith (Romans 
4:16-22).


E. We now turn from human oaths to the oath God swore to Abraham (cp. Genesis 
22:16-17). God had no need to swear an oath. Nevertheless, He did it to make 
absolutely clear to His servant that His promise would be fulfilled.


F. God’s swearing the oath gave us “two immutable (unchangeable) things,” the 
promise and the oath. Once God had spoken, it was inconceivable that either 
should alter. It is impossible for God to lie. Once again there is the importance of 
hope, the antithesis of the despair that might grip us if we saw no more than a 
sinful world.


G. To call Jesus our “forerunner” implies that we will follow in due course. When we 
hold on tight to our hope, we can withstand any assault by Satan or spiritual 
storm that may threaten us. Our hope in Christ is the soul’s anchor: sure, solid, 
and steadfast.


Conclusion. We’re living in turbulent times. But as the late Paul Harvey once 
observed, “In times like these it is helpful to remember that there have always been 
times like these.” When the winds of opposition howl, the waves of doubt rise, and the 
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storms of temptation surround you, trust your anchor. Stay calm. Remain confident. 
And keep your eyes focused on God’s unfailing promises.


Building on the right foundation provides the basis for spiritual growth. A 
focused faith, devoted diligence, and persistent patience are necessary elements for us 
to progress spiritually.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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