
Jesus: The Answer To One Man’s Fall 
Introduction. I could begin this morning by telling you the “what.” But you know 

that Jesus was born, Jesus suffered, Jesus died, and Jesus was raised from the dead. 
There’s no element of surprise in the gospel narratives regarding Christ for most 
people. A lot of us tell the “what” as loudly and as powerfully as we can. But it’s critical 
for you to explore more than just the “what.” You need to know the “why."


Simon Sinek has pointed out that people don’t buy what you do, they buy why 
you do it. Here’s why the “why” matters. First, “why” establishes relevance. Most 
people have a pretty good relevance filter. They care about what impacts them, not just 
what happens. Second, “why” motivates. People will do extraordinary things if they 
know why they matter. Third, “why” is personal. Today’s lesson is an explanation of the 
good news, and it isn’t just historical or logical … it’s personal.


In the first four chapters of Romans, the topic of righteousness through faith in 
Christ and man’s individual responsibility for his sin, condemnation, and response to 
Christ has been emphasized in clear, prosaic language.


In Romans 5:12-21, in giving the answer to one man’s fall in a series of five 
closely related contrasts, Adam (representing sinful mankind) and Christ (representing 
the gracious response of heaven) appear on the stage of inspiration. It is abundantly 
clear in these contrasts that we have gained in Christ far more than we lost in Adam. 
We can rest each day in the overwhelming superiority of God’s grace to sin and its 
consequences. This lets a faithful Christian “rejoice in the hope of the glory of God” 
(Romans 5:2), and that’s why Paul’s five contrasts are so urgent for you to know today.


I. The Death Of Many/The Life Of Many (Romans 5:12-15) 
A. Verse 12 forms the key to all that follows. “Therefore” shows the relationship to 

earlier verses, while the “as” anticipates a counterpart or contrast. Through 
Adam sin entered, or was introduced into, the world.

1. Compare 2 John 7 where the Gnostic deceivers “entered the world.” Adam’s 

sin no more made the people of the world sinners, than the Gnostics made 
early Christians to fall away from God.


2. Nor is the (spiritual) death of this verse the immediate consequence of 
Adam’s sin. Adam introduced sin into the world, but Adam didn’t directly 
produce universal condemnation. Each one’s sin is the cause for his own 
spiritual death (Romans 3:23; Ephesians 2:1-3).


B. Paul’s statement that “sin is not imputed when there is no law” is equal to his 
statement that “where there is no law there is no transgression” (Romans 4:15). 
Prior to Moses, no general codified law for the identification of sin had been 
given. Yet, sin-related death existed or reigned (v. 14).

1. If this sin was “in Adam” it would have been like his sin — a violation of 

specific command (Genesis 2:16-17). Said another way, his was a deliberate 
act of disobedience.


2. But Paul says their sin was unlike that of Adam’s. These people had violated 
the moral law of God before the Law of Moses — a law that wasn’t written.
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3. This proves that we are not all guilty of Adam’s sin. Death reigned over those 
who were guilty of sin, but weren’t guilty of a sin like Adam’s.


C. Verse 15 completes the contrast begun in v. 12. Following Adam’s example “the 
many” died, and brought spiritual death on themselves. But the antagonistic 
spirit of the sinner is countered by the abounding grace of God. The grace of 
God abounded much more than the evil effects of Adam’s trespass.


II. The Judgment Of Condemnation/The Gift Of Justification (Romans 5:16) 
A. In v. 16, the guilt of Adam is emphasized, but the free gift of God wasn’t simply 

equal in scope with the sin of Adam. Seeing the sin of Adam, God gave a 
judgment that resulted in condemnation for all sinners.


B. Justification is a “declaration of righteousness.” It’s a sentence of acquittal by 
which God acquits men of their guilt on the conditions of the sacrifice of Christ 
(1 Peter 1:18-19), and the acceptance of Christ by faith (Romans 5:1)


C. The condemnation came by one trespass, but the free gift came by many 
trespasses. That is, Jesus came to save us from our many sins as well as from 
the evil consequences of Adam’s sin. God’s grace covers a greater range of 
evils than the one sin of Adam.


III. The Reign Of Death/The Reign Of Life (Romans 5:17) 
A. The act of one man brought death into the world. Through Adam, spiritual death 

began to reign (cp. Genesis 3:24; Isaiah 59:1-2).

1. It’s a fact that spiritual death, as well as physical death, entered the world 

through the sin of Adam; and it’s a fact that spiritual life entered the world 
through Jesus Christ.


2. But are we spiritually dead because Adam brought spiritual death into the 
world? No more than we are spiritually alive because Christ brought spiritual 
life into the world.


B. We don’t experience spiritual death unconditionally. To say that people are born 
subject to sin is far different than saying they are born sinners. Adam was 
created subject to sin, and he sinned; but that doesn’t prove he was created a 
sinner, or with a sinful nature (Ecclesiastes 7:29). Adam had freewill and could 
choose to sin.


C. Although death may seem to win, saints in Christ are conquerors (Romans 8:37). 
Paul speaks of the “gift” of righteousness; but if someone isn’t free to accept or 
reject something, it can’t be rightly called a gift.

1. We are made righteous by the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus, but we 

have to submit to that plan of righteousness.

2. We attain to righteousness through the forgiveness of our sins. Spiritual life 

and spiritual death are both the results of our choices.


IV. The One Act Of Transgression/The One Act Of Righteousness (Romans 5:18) 
A. This verse is a recapitulation of and connects back with v. 12. Verses 13-17 are 

a parenthetical statement.

B. From the condemnation that came on all men through one trespass, we are 

freed by the justification of life through the one act of righteousness of Jesus.


 of 2 4



1. By His death, Christ more than counteracted the effect of Adam’s sin.

2. He both delivered us from fear of death (Hebrews 2:15) and looses (or 

washes) us from our sins (Revelation 1:5).

C. Here Paul stresses the universality of the results. The decree of punishment is 

passed on all and Christ’s righteousness was for all. In each case, all people are 
accountable for their own choices and sins, and are equally invited to come to 
Christ for mercy (Mark 16:15-16; John 3:16; Revelation 3:20).


V. One Man’s Disobedience/One Man’s Obedience (Romans 5:19) 
A. The final contrast concerns the practical results of the two categories. Adam’s 

way was one of disobedience, while Christ’s way was one of obedience.

B. The “many” who follow the way of Adam are “made (constituted) sinners,” and 

the “many” who submit to Christ will, through Him, be “made righteous.” The 
“many” would be speaking of those who have reached the age of accountability 
and can now make their own conscious decisions.

1. Paul doesn’t say how these were made sinners by the disobedience of 

Adam, nor how they are made righteous by the obedience of Christ.

2. It’s pure assumption to argue that the disobedience of Adam is imputed to 

his offspring, or that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to anyone.

a) It was not Christ’s sinless life by which He delivered and redeemed us. It 

was His obedience in death (Hebrews 5:8-9).

b) Mankind is wrong when they speak of Christ’s righteousness being 

imputed to us as if we are made sinless by the sinlessness of Christ.

c) It was one act of obedience, not a life of obedience, that made it possible 

for us to be raised from the dead and walk in newness of life.

C. Neither guilt or personal righteousness can be transferred from one to another, 

but the consequences of either may, to some extent, fall on others.

1. By his sin Adam brought about conditions that make every person subject to 

temptation. In this way, he made sinners.

a) Madalyn Murray ‘O Hair was an American activist, supporting atheism 

and separation of church and state.

b) Because of her efforts, the Supreme Court in 1963 ruled that mandatory 

prayers and Bible reading in public schools was unconstitutional.

c) Madalyn Murray ‘O Hair likely influenced many people to become 

atheists. But Madelyn Murray ‘O Hair did not “impute” or assign her 
atheism to anyone else.


2. Christ became “obedient to the point of death” (Philippians 2:8), and that act 
of obedience makes many people righteous.


3. As Adam’s disobedience did not make “many” sinners without choice, 
neither does the obedience of Christ make “many” righteous without choice.


Conclusion. These colorful contrasts were dramatic illustrations in the middle of 
Paul’s arguments on law versus grace. He now returns to that theme in vv. 20-21. “The 
law entered” (v. 20) or came between the promise to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) and its 
fulfillment in Christ (Galatians 3:16-29). Why? “That the offense might abound,” i.e. be 
more apparent (Romans 3:19-20; 7:13).
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The Mosaic Law served “to bring us to Christ” (Galatians 3:24); and law has not 
lost that function today. Paul closes this section of his letter with a grand summation in 
Romans 5:21. It’s God’s grace that produced this plan of righteousness. It’s the power 
that banishes sin from the heart and leads someone in devoted service to God.


You’ve known the “what,” perhaps for all of your life. Romans 5:12-21 supplies 
the “why.” It’s our mission and honor to serve you by giving you an opportunity to 
become Christ’s obedient child today.
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