
Yesterday, Tomorrow, And Today 
Introduction. Time has been something of curiosity to thinkers, scientists, 

philosophers, and clerics for as long as men have lived. Scientists wonder if people 
can travel in time, backwards and forwards. In fact, over 400 entertainment titles deal 
with time travel in some way.


The Bible tells us that there is value in all three time periods for a Christian. Yet, 
it also teaches that the only time we have to work with is the present. The past teaches 
us, informs us, and warns us, but it can’t be undone. The future is only what today’s 
choices determine it will be. The Bible overwhelmingly teaches that today is the only 
day I have to live. This moment is the only breath I am guaranteed. How sad it would 
be to be stuck in the past and miss today, or to romanticize the future so much that 
you never live today.


I. Yesterday 
A. Quotes:


1. “If you fell down yesterday, stand up today” (H. G. Wells).

2. “Don’t start your day with the broken pieces of yesterday” (Anonymous).

3. “Yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to change the world. Today I am wise, 

so I am changing myself” (Rumi, 13th century Persian poet).

4. “I realize there’s something incredibly honest about trees in winter, how 

they’re experts at letting things go” (Jeffrey McDaniel).

5. “The past, like the future, is indefinite and exists only as a spectrum of 

possibilities” (Stephen Hawking).

B. How was your yesterday?


1. Perhaps it was glorious, loved, relished, and cherished.

2. Perhaps it was a mess, full of evil days, trouble, sins, and regrets.

3. People are of two minds about the past: They either loved it or they hated it. 

Yet, the reality is neither can relive it.

a) Those who loved the past as their greatest days languish now and fall 

into despair because they can only dream of returning to the glory days.

b) Those whose past was a mess languish in regret and sorrow because 

they can’t go back and change the mistakes they made.

4. The only day in which living can be done, and in which changes can be 

made, is in the “day after yesterday.”

5. God’s Word always points us forward toward our salvation (Isaiah 43:18-19; 

Luke 9:62; Proverbs 4:25-27; Philippians 3:12). One can only learn from the 
past, not relive it (Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:11).


II. Tomorrow 
A. Quotes:


1. “The future is an unknown, but a somewhat predictable unknown. To look to 
the future we must first look back upon the past. That is where the seeds of 
the future were planted. I never think of the future. It comes soon enough” 
(Albert Einstein).
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2. “Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God” (Cornelia 
Arnolda Johanna "Corrie" ten Boom, Dutch watchmaker who spent time in a 
German concentration camp after being arrested by the Nazis for helping 
Jews escape).


3. “The best thing about the future is that it comes one day at a time” (Abraham 
Lincoln).


B. Do you think about tomorrow?

1. The future is where the dreamer lives. He often fails to build any kind of 

future for himself because he doesn’t learn from the past. He doesn’t live in 
the present because his mind and heart are always in some glorious future 
that only he can see.

a) “Someday …” is his favorite word.

b) “I’ll make my mark, you’ll see!” is his constant vow to people who 

question his idleness in “today.”

c) “I can see myself being famous someday, being rich, adored, and loved!” 

is the fantasy that both drives them and stifles them.

d) “I’m going to be a star someday!” is the unrealistic mantra of 99% of 

people who audition for all of the televised talent shows. If you’ve 
watched any of these, you’ve seen plenty of people who have a dream of 
the future that’s based on absolutely nothing in their lives that’s real.  

(1) They ignore all past failures.

(2) They shun all current advice and counsel.

(3) All that consumes their thinking is the movie they run in their heads, of 

constantly being adored and fabulously rich “someday.”

2. The future is feared by many people and they think of it with dread, based on 

their past lives. Yet, for both the fantasist and the curmudgeon alike the 
future is not guaranteed (Luke 12:16-21).


3. The only future we are promised is the eternal one (John 5:28-29; 1 
Corinthians 15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:11-16). This is the true future that all 
of us in the present should be working for.


III. Today 
A. Quotes:


1. “I, not events, have the power to make me happy or unhappy today. I can 
choose which it shall be. Yesterday is dead, tomorrow hasn’t arrived yet. I 
have just one day, today, and I’m going to be happy in it” (Groucho Marx).


2. “Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important thing 
is not to stop questioning” (Albert Einstein).


3. “Today is victory over yourself of yourself; tomorrow is your victory over 
lesser men” (Miyamoto Musashi).


4. “Live today. Not yesterday. Not tomorrow. Just today. Inhabit your moments. 
Don’t rent them out to tomorrow” (Jerry Spinelli, children’s novelist).


B. Today is the most important.

1. This is the only guarantee any of us have.

2. It is where we live.


a) Living in the past is an impossibility.
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b) Living in the future is a fantasy.

c) Awakening to the present is reality.


3. The present is the only place where good can be done (Titus 2:7, 14; 3:8, 
14). The present should not be ignored in favor of the past or the future. Your 
“homework” this week is to do something good every day, no matter how 
small the gesture might be.


4. All of us will come to the end of the present, and in our last breath it would 
be a shame to say, “I never lived. I wanted yesterday back, or I was so afraid 
of the future that I never ever got about the business of living each day I was 
given” (Matthew 6:34; James 4:13-17; Hebrews 3:7).


Conclusion. Learn from the past and don’t fret about the future. Use your day to 
keep your heart pure and your hands busily involved in doing good.


If you want to reclaim your past, redefine your present, and refocus your future 
on the only event that’s going to matter, we’ll give you that chance right now. Don’t let 
the present opportunity for righteousness slip away (2 Corinthians 6:2).


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.
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