
The Benefits Of Being Here 

Introduction. “I don’t go to church anymore. They’re all hypocrites!” On more 
than one occasion we’ve all heard this sort of comment. We’d all agree that churches 
are made up of people who aren’t perfect. But every time we hear such comments, our 
hearts break because we know the incredible value of experiencing life together with 
the body of Christ.


Satan uses people and circumstances to disappoint Christians, pulling them 
away from the people God can use to bless, train, and encourage them. But 
recognizing the enemy’s schemes doesn’t ease the discouragement of our hearts.


Maybe you don’t have issues with anyone here; you’re just really busy on 
weekends doing other things. Attending your kid’s ball games, going on family 
getaways, fixing stuff around the house, and working are all “good things,” but if they 
regularly take you away from worship attendance, you’re choosing the captivity of 
activity over what God says is more important.


Attending worship is not about getting your attendance gold star or gaining 
God’s favor for the week because you assembled. Church is not a place to go; it’s a 
living body where God wants you to become a part — for your good and His glory. 
Let’s look at some of the reasons to go to worship — even when you don’t feel like it.


I. To Hear The Preaching Of The Word 

A. If the Word of God is quick, powerful, and sharper than a sword (Hebrews 4:12), 
then hearing the preaching of Scripture is vital to your spiritual well-being.

1. Watching preachers on YouTube is often how people justify giving up on 

attendance in worship, especially during COVID.

2. They may be listening to good preaching (if they’re discerning), but without 

living in close fellowship with real people, one can never really experience 
the help and hope Christ offers His bride through faithful involvement in a 
local church.


B. These days people are more accustomed to getting their information through 
entertainment, so sadly more and more preachers are replacing preaching with 
drama, skits, etc. While our culture craves entertainment, God never instructed 
His ministers to entertain the troops. He commanded them to preach truth with 
urgency. It’s through the preaching of sound doctrine that the Word of God:

1. Penetrates hearts and transforms lives.

2. Calls sinners to repentance.

3. Encourages the downtrodden.

4. Inspires God’s servants to love and serve Christ.

5. Lights the way God wants you to go.


C. The crowds were so amazed and astonished at what Jesus taught (Matthew 
7:28-29; 13:54; Luke 4:31-32). I wonder if we have similar enthusiasm for the 
Word when we come to worship? When facing certain death, Paul revealed the 
importance of preaching with his final instruction to Timothy (2 Timothy 4:2; cp. 
Ephesians 5:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12; Hebrews 13:22).
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II. To Participate In Collective Worship 

A. Worshiping God alone is wonderful, but nothing can replace the beauty of 
coming together corporately to worship Him with others who are saved through 
the redeeming work of Jesus (Psalm 27:4; 84:10; 100:1-5).


B. Jesus said those who worship must worship in Spirit and truth (John 4:24). Truly 
worshiping God the way He wants requires some soul searching.

1. Too often, people think worship is rooted in feeling like they’ve been with 

God. So they flock to churches that help them muster up those feelings.

2. Sadly, if the church doesn’t continue to create an environment that stirs their 

emotions, many move on to find another church — or worse yet stop 
attending altogether.


C. Realize that worshiping God comes as a response to our humble gratitude for 
His love for us. Knowing God and His character as revealed in Scripture will stir 
in His children a heart of thankfulness that’s expressed in worship that brings 
Him glory — rather than a self-serving emotional experience.


D. What kind of worship brings Him glory? Concentrating on these five aspects:

1. Singing with our hearts to teach each other (Ephesians 5:19).

2. Praying that stirs the devotion to God (Ephesians 5:20).

3. Giving attention to a focus of the Word (Acts 17:11).

4. Thinking of Jesus when we partake of the memorial (1 Corinthians 11:26).

5. Showing our spirit of sacrifice when we give back to God (Luke 21:1-4).


III. To Sharpen One Another 

A. Paul Tournier is credited with saying, “There are two things you can’t do alone. 
One is to be married and the other is to be a Christian.” We’re not just called to 
believe, but to belong (cp. Philippians 1:3-7).


B. Meeting regularly with other believers is a source of encouragement and 
strength (Proverbs 27:17).

1. But know this: when iron rubs against iron, not only does it become sharper, 

it can also cause sparks.

2. This is the element of zeal, and many Bible people possessed it:


a) Samuel (1 Samuel 12:23).

b) Asa (1 Kings 15:11-15).

c) Elijah (1 Kings 19:10).

d) The leper (Mark 1:44-45).

e) Andrew and Philip (John 1:41-46).

f) Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:14-15).


C. Working alongside Christians in a congregational environment is a wonderful 
way to grow your love for God and for others. And it is also God’s way of 
showing you areas where you need to mature in your walk with Christ.


D. If you’ve stopped attending worship because people hurt you, didn’t measure 
up to your expectations, or are hypocritical, know that the enemy has you right 
where he wants you. Satan’s tactic is to divide and conquer. If he can pull you 
from the flock, you’re vulnerable to his deceptions and attacks (cp. Matthew 4:3; 
1 Thessalonians 3:5). Satan will use your lack of love for God’s people to 
quench your love for God.


 of 2 4



1. Christians in Acts modeled the “one another” commands later mentioned in 
the epistles that speak to a loving, serving, and sharing band of saints.


2. In a culture often characterized by loneliness, isolation, and alienation, the 
church offers a wonderful respite from the weariness of the world — from 
feelings of being disenfranchised, rejected, and worthless.


IV. To Teach Your Children To Love The Church 

A. There’s a lot of parents who want elders, preachers, and Bible class teachers to 
“fix” their children.

1. Often the parents grew up in church but walked away in adulthood. Most 

never really developed a relationship with God.

2. However, when their own children were at risk, it was to the church they 

often returned. But they usually didn’t really commit themselves. Rather, they 
hoped the “good” would rub off on them.


B. If you want to teach your children to love God, they need to see that you love 
God (Matthew 22:37). And if you want them to learn to love God’s people, they 
have to observe you loving God’s people. Luke 6:40 says the student will 
become like his teacher. Notice Jesus didn’t say the student will become as the 
teacher teaches him to be; he will be like his teacher. Julie Rupp says, “Our 
children will learn more about faith from watching us live out our own faith … 
than from us telling them about God.”

1. When we talk about fathers training their children in the Lord, part of the 

instruction they see is a godly life (Ephesians 6:4).

2. When we talk about being a light, remember that your children are the main 

ones you’re shining on (Matthew 5:14-16).

3. When Jesus grew up as a young man, he saw the good example of his 

parents following the will of God (Matthew 2:13-15).


V. To Bear Each Other’s Burdens 

A. Galatians 6:2 tells us to bear each other’s burdens to fulfill the law of Christ.

1. In a moment everything can change and the devil can devastate you. Just 

when things are going great, a phone call, diagnosis, or a host of other 
mishaps can leave you feeling afraid and alone.


2. But those who are a part of a close congregation never feel alone. When life 
is going great, they have the affirmation of others. And when life throws a 
curve ball, they’re blessed with concern, support, and prayer.


3. We’re blessed knowing that Abram helped his own relatives (Genesis 14:14), 
the Israelites helped their neighbor (Deuteronomy 22:4), and Jesus healed 
the sick and lame (Matthew 8:17). All of these are great examples for our 
compassionate work (Colossians 3:12; James 2:8).


B. My heart goes out to those who we’ve seen come here when life is hard and 
then when their needs are met, they fall away again — only to come back when 
there’s another disaster.

1. While we are glad to help them, we know the real help they need is a 

genuine relationship with Christ and His people.
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2. If you’re accustomed to only attending a church when you have a need, why 
don’t you try going when you’re doing okay? Maybe God will use you to be 
an encouragement to others who are looking for help, like Barnabas did 
when he went to Antioch (Acts 11:23).


VI. To Follow The Will Of God 

A. I don’t think the writer of Hebrews could make any more clear God’s desire to 
have you regularly assemble together with His people (Hebrews 10:25). Realize 
that God wanting you to regularly worship is for your good. He wants you, and 
His people, to exhort one another as the days grow darker and the time of 
Christ’s return approaches.


B. Think of the underground church in other countries.

1. Bible believers from China have explained how they have to sing hymns no 

louder than a whisper for fear they would be discovered. Discovery would 
mean physical abuse, their children and possessions seized, and 
imprisonment — yet still they met together.


2. Their story should stir our hearts to see the benefit and privilege we have to 
meet together to worship God and hear the preaching of the Word.


C. Every Sunday and Wednesday, you get to live out the words of Jesus in the 
sermon on the mount (Matthew 6:33). You demonstrate to the world that you’re 
not turning back (Luke 9:62).

1. Too often people say, “I can be a good Christian and not go to church.” But 

where does the Bible even remotely suggest such a notion?

2. If God doesn’t have first place in your life, then you need to repent and put 

Him there (Revelation 2:4-5).


Conclusion. Oh, that God would capture our hearts in a new and fresh way. I 
pray His Word stirs in us a zeal and commitment to meet together with God’s people to 
praise Him, love others, and hold up the hope of Christ brightly to a generation who’s 
desperate to believe that what we say we believe is in fact true.


I am deeply indebted to Rhonda Stoppe for the use of her material.
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