
Walking By Faith 
Introduction. Being a Christian means living a life of faith (2 Corinthians 5:7). We 

need to get this fact firmly fixed in our minds, because all of our acceptable service to 
God depends on a proper understanding and appreciation of this vital principle.


Most skeptics attempt to discredit the Bible because its religion is purely a 
religion of faith. However, in all walks of life, men and women must constantly depend 
on faith that their secular efforts will be successful. So as a matter of fact, it’s not 
unreasonable to act where action rests exclusively on faith.


Not only is the gospel purely a system of faith, but in order to be acceptable, all 
service that we render to God must be of faith (Hebrews 11:6). Any act of worship, 
great or small, must be of faith in order to please God. This doesn’t mean that every 
act of man outside of religious service must be of faith. Man may follow his own 
wisdom or reason in the management of physical affairs, but in the service or worship 
of God, man has to acquiesce to whatever divine wisdom has revealed, and thus “walk 
by faith.” So that we may see the principle on which all acceptable service to God must 
be rendered, we’ll look at the difference between faith and opinion, the existence of 
vain worship, and then some applications of the principle of walking by faith.


I. Faith And Opinion 
A. What does it mean to walk by faith?


1. The Bible settles the issue as to how we obtain faith (Romans 10:17). 
Accordingly, where there is no Word of God there can be no faith; and if no 
faith, then no walking by faith.


2. This isn’t the opinion of any man or set of men; it is the unquestionable 
teaching of God’s Word. If, therefore, the Word of God says nothing 
concerning a given course, there can be no faith in pursuing that course, for 
faith comes by the Word of God.


B. What does it mean to walk by opinion?

1. There are two questions in connection with the famous conversation 

recorded in John 3:1-2.

a) Did Nicodemus come to Jesus by night? The universal and unanimous 

response from all believers in the Bible of every class and distinction is 
that he did — because the Bible says so.


b) Why did he come by night and not by day?

(1) One view says that he did this in response to fear of his colleagues in 

the Jewish Sanhedrin.

(2) Another view says that he wanted to avoid the crowds that gathered 

around Jesus during the day.

(3) One or the other of these views may be right; but as the Bible doesn’t 

say one word about it, no one can know why he came by night.

2. The word “opinion” signifies what one thinks, and in religious matters, it 

means what men think regarding matters on which the Bible is silent.

C. The distinction, therefore, between faith and opinion is perfectly clear. Faith 

comes by hearing the Word of God; opinion is what men think when the Word of 
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God doesn’t speak. Therefore, when men introduce as worship to God, as 
service to be rendered to Him, matters on which His Word is silent, they walk by 
opinion and not by faith.


II. Jesus And Vain Worship 
A. This principle is found in Matthew 15:9. There’s a plain statement in this verse of 

two undeniable facts.

1. The scribes and Pharisees were worshiping God. I’m aware that what they 

were doing was condemned by Jesus, but it was worship, nevertheless, for 
Jesus Himself pronounced it to be worship.


2. But it was vain worship because they were doing, as religious service, 
actions that were not commanded. The Jews thought they were preserving 
ancient traditions, but Jesus said that they were preserving the spirit of those 
whom Isaiah criticized long before. They had displaced the true religion of 
the heart with a religion of form.


B. Therefore, their worship was vain and their teachings their own, with nothing of 
God’s authority behind them (Matthew 21:23; Colossians 3:17). Although 
engaged in worshiping God, men may at the same time be under condemnation 
of Jesus because they’re doing what’s ordered by man, and not by the Lord, 
which Jesus says is vain worship.


III. The Application Of These Principles 
A. The inspired Scriptures clearly say that whenever anyone attempted to serve 

God, and it was forbidden or what He hadn’t commanded, it was rejected (1 
Samuel 15:22-23). All service not commanded, though it be the sacrifice of the 
cattle on a thousand hills, is vain worship. Gratuitous service is never 
acceptable to God.

1. To keep abreast of denominational fashions, the people clamor for 

departures from the will of God, while lax leaders sometimes yield to the 
popular demand.


2. Instead of leading the people along the pathway of loyalty to God, they are 
themselves led by the people to copy after the denominations around them.


B. When men deliberately depart from God, we should separate ourselves from 
them (Romans 16:17). According to Jesus, the same principle holds true today. 
It’s still true that whenever and wherever men do, as religious service, what they 
aren’t commanded to do, it’s rejected. Let’s discuss some notable examples:

1. Washing the hands and eating meat.


a) There’s nothing wrong in the mere act of washing hands. But Jesus 
condemned washing hands in the strongest terms (Mark 7:3, 7). Why did 
He condemn it? It was because they were doing something as a religious 
service, although right in itself, that hadn’t been commanded.


b) There’s nothing wrong in the mere act of eating meat (Romans 14:1-4). 
But what if we placed it on the Lord’s table with the bread and juice? It 
wouldn’t be right. But you can neither say that it’s because the act is 
wrong in itself or because it’s forbidden. It’s wrong because the Lord has 
not told us to do so.
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c) This is the concept of the silence of the Scriptures, and it simply means 
that when God hasn’t spoken, we have no right to act (Matthew 
22:29-32; Acts 15:24; Hebrew 1:5; 7:14).


2. The true church of Christ.

a) The stedfast rule in the Bible regarding the true nature of the Lord’s 

church is beginning to be forsaken by brethren. Some are beginning to 
teach and uphold the fact that the church of the New Testament is not 
the only true church.


b) Jesus said He would build His church (Matthew 16:18). He never 
promised to build multiple ones. Paul illustrated that there was only one 
head and one body (Colossians 1:18). A head cannot have multiple 
bodies. If Jesus only spoke of one, there can only be one. It’s incumbent 
on us to study and follow the pattern (Hebrews 8:5). The pattern says:

(1) It should have the right name (Romans 16:16).

(2) It should embrace the right birthplace (Acts 1:12-14).

(3) It should embody the right age (Acts 2:1-4).

(4) It should contain the right founder (1 Corinthians 3:10-11).

(5) It should incorporate the right law (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

(6) It should support the right organization (Philippians 1:1).

(7) It should encourage the right worship (Acts 2:41-47).

(8) It should allow the right way of entrance (Acts 22:16).


3. Baptism.

a) Many brethren are turning away from the essentiality of baptism for 

salvation. Max Lucado, in 2002, said, “I strongly resist any effort to trust 
the act of baptism to save.” Rubel Shelly, in a 2003 question and answer 
forum, regarded himself and a member of the Methodist Church as 
Christians, equals, and peers.


b) Baptism is named in every conversion in Acts as part of their obedience 
to the gospel of Christ. In every instance where baptism and salvation are 
mentioned together, baptism always precedes salvation (Mark 16:16; 
Acts 2:38). Baptism saves us (1 Peter 3:21) and allows us to walk in 
newness of life (Romans 6:3-4).


4. Instrumental music.

a) Is there anything wrong with playing musical instruments? Outside of 

religious service, there’s nothing wrong with this action. The opposition to 
instrumental music in the worship is misunderstood by many good 
people. Its use in the worship of God is not opposed on the ground that 
there’s no taste for the music itself.


b) The point is that God has appointed another kind of music in worship. By 
both precept (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16) and example (Matthew 
26:30; Mark 14:26), vocal music is appointed in the worship of God. Now 
someone might claim that the Lord hasn’t forbidden instrumental music, 
but neither has He forbidden meat on the Lord’s table.


5. The work of the church.

a) There’s nothing wrong with schools and colleges, going around the world 

preaching the gospel, and taking care of those who can’t help 
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themselves. But to have the Lord’s church to finance these items which 
aren’t mentioned as a part of its work is wrong.


b) When we build institutions to take care of the work that should be taken 
care of by an individual, local congregation, we violate the Word of God. 
The New Testament lays out specific boundaries for the work of a local 
body: evangelism (Acts 11:22-23), edification (Ephesians 4:14-15), and 
benevolence (Romans 15:25-26).


Conclusion. We are to walk by faith. Let’s make sure that we stand on God’s 
Word and follow it diligently. We can’t walk by opinion and we can’t go beyond what 
the Lord will allow. Churches of Christ plead for a return to the first century church with 
its simplicity and desire to serve the Lord. If this appeals to your sense of logic and 
your sense of right, then join us in the fight against evil by becoming a Christian today.


I am deeply indebted to Roy Cogdill for the use of his material.

 of 4 4


