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“New Heavens And A New Earth” 

Introduction. What would you think if you heard teaching that when Christ 
returns the saints will welcome Him “down into this world” and that “creation as we 
know it will experience a wildfire, a purifying purge as the old, corrupt creation passes 
away, replaced by a new restored Eden”?


You’d probably think it was from Jehovah’s Witnesses, the very nice people 
who’ve likely come to your door with pamphlets explaining how your future can be 
secured on a renewed earth with Christ for eternity. However, it might be from a 
different source. Unfortunately, there are preachers now who are teaching this doctrine. 
And saints who’ve asked how to refute Jehovah’s Witnesses false doctrine in the past 
are now being taught the same.


There are four passages in the Bible where the expression “new heavens and a 
new earth” are found. Two of these appear in the Old Testament in the writings of 
Isaiah (65:17; 66:22). The other two are found in New Testament writings (2 Peter 3:13; 
Revelation 21:1). We’re going to look at the biblical evidence presented in both 
testaments about what happens when God brings time to an end.


I. Expressions In The Old Testament 

A. It’s clear that Isaiah’s promise of a “new heavens and a new earth” (65:17; 
66:22) was not intended to be understood in a literal sense.


B. Instead, the writer is promising, in the era of the Messiah, a new order of things. 
The church, God’s promised kingdom (Daniel 2:44), and the redemption one 
finds in Christ are Isaiah’s “new heavens and a new earth.”

1. Chapter 65 particularly presents God’s answer to the prayer of 63:15-64:12, 

which petitions deliverance from the sin and suffering of God’s people in 
Babylonian Captivity. God answers by looking to their actual return to 
physical Jerusalem and Zion, with their restoration of blessings and comforts 
which the exiled people had missed.

a) Some Messianic markers highlighting the prophet’s description include 

the mountain of God and the elect who will joyfully inherit God’s 
blessings under the Messiah (65:9-14; cp. Isaiah 2:2). The rest of chapter 
65 describes the reversal of physical disadvantages/curses of their 
punishment into their spiritual-blessing counterparts under Christ.


b) In Isaiah 65:25, he mentions the tranquil coexistence of former 
adversaries in the Lord’s peaceable spiritual kingdom, which is similarly 
described in Isaiah 2:4 as swords being beaten into plowshares and 
nations no more learning war. He doesn’t speak in either passage about 
physical nations ceasing their fighting, but those of the nations entering 
the spiritual kingdom and living peaceably under the Prince of Peace.


2. Likewise, in Isaiah 66:18-24, the prophet continues his depiction of the “new 
heavens and the new earth” as a spiritual order under Christ for the nations 
which come to the mountain of the Lord’s house.
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II. Expressions In The New Testament 

A. Matthew 5:5.

1. Some say that inheriting the earth in Matthew 5:5 is inheriting a renewed 

earth. But inheriting the earth is not directed to gaining possession of this 
ball of dirt, but gaining a rich and blessed spiritual life for those who turned 
from the world to Christ.


2. The context of Matthew 5 is the outcome is our reward in heaven (v. 12), and 
v. 18 is a factual statement Jesus made of the passing away of heaven and 
earth (all created composition).


B. John 14:1-4.

1. In John 14:1-4 Jesus didn’t intend to return to the earth to remain. He 

intended to return to the earth to get those who served Him and then carry 
them with Him to His Father’s house.


2. When Jesus prayed in John 17, He prayed to the Father that those whom 
the Father had given Him would be with Him where He was to behold His 
glory (John 17:24). Jesus’ intent was not to come back to live on the earth 
with the redeemed.


3. There are two items in John 14 we must not forget. There is the promise of 
Jesus’ return, and the promise that He was going to His Father’s house to 
prepare many mansions for His own. He doesn’t mention “new heavens and 
a new earth” in the passage, but He does mention a new order of things: 
God’s children being carried to heaven.


C. Romans 8:19-23.

1. This “creation” has an “earnest expectation” (v. 19). The “creation” was 

“subjected to futility” or death. This “creation” will be “delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God”.


2. “Creation” in these verses refer to Christians — those who are new creatures 
by a new birth; new creatures because they are in Christ (John 3:5; 2 
Corinthians 5:17). Christians wait for the revealing of the sons of God 
because we must die (1 John 3:1-3). This is the earnest expectation of the 
sons of God. Beyond this, we hope for the resurrection which is “the 
deliverance from the bondage of corruption.”


3. Paul turns next to the “whole creation” saying that it “groans and labors with 
birth pangs together until now” (Romans 8:22). The cares and trials of 
Christians are not peculiar to them; all men suffer the same subjugation to 
futility — but not all men have the hope of Christians.


4. This passage gives no comfort for the idea that animals and plants will be 
incorporated into the “new heavens and a new earth” of the eternal 
kingdom, but it does anticipate the eternal glory of the redeemed in Christ.


D. 2 Peter 3:10-13.

1. The fact that Isaiah used the same expression as Peter (yet never intending 

to suggest a literal new earth) should cause us to question, “Since the 
expressions in Isaiah were figurative, isn’t it possible that the appearance of 
the expression in Peter’s letter is also figurative?”


2. Peter tells us that in the last days mockers would come (vv. 3-4). These 
mockers questioned the veracity of the Lord’s words that He would come 
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again, and Peter reminded them that they were willfully forgetting something 
in vv. 5-7.


3. Peter using the phrase, “New heavens and a new earth” a few verses later 
doesn’t mean that this present earth will be renovated by fire and ultimately 
become our heaven.
a) Jehovah’s Witnesses argue that although the world overflowed with 

water, it didn’t perish. It was just cleansed and Noah and his family 
continued to live on it. Likewise, when the earth is “destroyed” at Jesus’ 
second coming, it will be purified and made suitable for God’s redeemed 
ones to live here — a new earth, so to speak.


b) But there is a huge problem with this explanation: Peter uses two words 
to speak of two different things. The “world” is the people of Noah’s day; 
the “earth” is our planet. True, the “earth” of Noah’s day is still here, but 
the “world” of Noah’s day is gone. It did perish.


4. Having discussed the “world” of Noah’s day, Peter next turned his attention 
to the “earth” of Noah’s day. What will happen to that earth? It will be 
“burned up” and “dissolved” (vv. 10-11). Is this symbolism? If it is then the 
second coming of Christ is symbolism as well.

a) The thrust of Peter’s argument is to show that while scoffers had derided 

and denied it, God keeps His word.

(1) The world came into existence by the word of God.

(2) The world of Noah’s day perished by the word of God.

(3) The heavens and earth created by the same word of God, and they 

are destined to be destroyed by the same word.

b) There is no symbolism here. And if God doesn’t burn up and dissolve the 

earth, then we can’t believe His word. It’s that simple.

5. After admonishing his readers to live soberly and godly in view of the truth 

that the heavens and earth will be dissolved, he then adds that we “look for 
new heavens and a new earth” (v. 13).


E. Revelation 21:1.

1. Considering the nature of Revelation, one should be extremely cautious in 

making Revelation 21:1 literal when the expression is surrounded by highly 
symbolic language and images:

a) Four horses in the first four of the seven seals (Revelation 6:1-8).

b) The sealing of twelve thousand out of each of the twelve tribes of Israel 

(Revelation 7:5-8).

c) The plagues of the seven trumpets (Revelation 8-9).

d) An angel who stood with one foot on the sea and one on the land 

(Revelation 10:2).

e) The measuring of the temple (Revelation 11:1-2).

f) The great red dragon who, with one sweep of his tail, brought one third of 

the stars of heaven crashing onto the earth (Revelation 12:4).

2. Who regards these visions as literal? One should do a second take on 

making the phrase “new heavens and a new earth” literal when the book 
overall is so highly symbolic and figurative.
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F. Assorted passages.

1. In Matthew 24:35, to give assurance of the words that He spoke about the 

destruction of Jerusalem, Jesus said, “Heaven and earth will pass away”.

2. In 1 Thessalonians 4:17, nothing is said about welcoming Christ’s return 

downward into this world.

3. Hebrews 1:10-12 declares that the “foundations of the earth and the 

heavens” will “perish”. He created the universe and He will destroy it. Clearly 
the final transformation of all things is in mind (cp. Isaiah 66:22; Revelation 
6:14; 21:1) — their replacement by a totally new heavens and earth.


4. Christ consecrated a new and living way for us through the veil (Hebrews 
10:20). Entering within the veil, the Lord serves as a forerunner for us 
(Hebrews 6:20). Did He go to the purified, restored earth?


5. Did our father Abraham and other righteous people of old look for a renewed 
earth (Hebrews 11:16)? Does this refer to a renewed earth or a new dwelling 
place in eternity?


6. We are looking for the eternal kingdom, an inheritance that is reserved for us 
in heaven (1 Peter 1:4). Furthermore, our hope is laid up in heaven 
(Colossians 1:5), not put down here on earth.


7. The eternal kingdom in heaven begins when Jesus comes the second time 
at the resurrection on the last great day (Hebrews 9:28). He will come to 
redeem us into a new body in a new world, turning over His kingdom to the 
Father (1 Corinthians 15:23-28).


Conclusion. Isaiah’s “new heavens and a new earth” in chapters 65 and 66 
were not literal; they were the church that Jesus bought with His blood. Peter’s “new 
heavens and a new earth” are not literal either. He tells us that the first earth and 
heavens are dissolved and burned up. Our earth will be destroyed; it will not be 
“revamped” for the redeemed to dwell on. Who doubts that the new heavens and earth 
John wrote about are the same new heavens and earth Peter wrote about? Peter’s new 
heavens and earth are not literal and neither are the new heavens and earth of which 
John wrote. John, in symbolic language, described a new order of things: God’s 
redeemed, through all the ages, at home in heaven with Him.


I am deeply indebted to Jim McDonald, John Isaac Edwards, and Jerral Kay for the use 
of their material.
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