
Open Our Eyes That We May See 

Introduction. While you might argue that more important miracles occurred 
during the time of other prophets, like Elijah on Mt. Carmel, no one can doubt that 
more miracles occurred during Elisha’s work than any other prophet.


One of the most awe-inspiring accounts of an Old Testament miracle is 2 Kings 
6:8-23. During this time, Benhadad, the king of Syria, was a strong enemy of Israel, and 
he often made plans to attack the army of Israel. Each time that Benhadad and his 
troops were getting ready to launch an attack, the king heard of it, and moved his men 
to a safe fortress. This happened so many times that Benhadad concluded that there 
had to be a traitor in his own camp.


His servants told him there was no traitor, but the prophet Elisha was telling of 
his plans to attack to the king of Israel. Benhadad then thought that his real enemy was 
not the Israelite army, but Elisha. Thus, he sent a great army with horses and chariots 
to capture him. They marched all night and came and surrounded the city of Dothan 
where Elisha was staying.


When the servant of Elisha went out early in the morning, he was absolutely 
terrified at what he saw. The whole city was surrounded by a great army. He went in, 
told it to Elisha, and said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?”


Elisha gave a calm answer and I suspect the servant thought Elisha was mad. 
Elisha then prayed that God would open his servant’s eyes that he might see (vv. 
16-17). In a physical world that can be extremely challenging, there are three ways in 
which we need to open our spiritual eyes that we might see what’s available to us as 
we make our way to heaven.


I. We Need To Open Our Eyes To The Greatness Of God’s Power 

A. Paul prayed that we might see God’s power (Ephesians 1:18-21).

B. God’s power is at work in us (Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:28-29).

C. God will complete His work in us (Hebrews 13:20-21; 1 Peter 5:10; Jude 24).

D. There are two ways of handling pressure.


1. One is illustrated by a bathysphere, the miniature submarine used to explore 
the ocean in places so deep that the water pressure would crush a 
conventional submarine like an aluminum can. Bathyspheres compensate 
with plate steel several inches thick, which keeps the water out but also 
makes them heavy and hard to maneuver. Inside they’re cramped. When 
these craft descend to the ocean floor, however, they find they’re not alone.


2. When their lights are turned on and they look through the tiny, thick plate 
glass windows, what do they see? Fish! These fish cope with extreme 
pressure in an entirely different way. They have incredible internal 
adaptations that allow them to survive. Fish don’t have air pockets that can 
be compressed, especially since they don’t use lungs to breathe. Some 
deep-sea creatures have lung-like swim bladders which help in controlling 
their buoyancy. The swim bladders don’t collapse because in the deep sea 
the gas inside is equivalent to the pressure of the water outside. Christians, 
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likewise, don’t have to be hard and thick-skinned — as long as they 
appropriate God’s power within to equal the pressure without.

a) In Daniel 1:8-21, Daniel and his three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abed-Nego, didn’t defile themselves and found favor with the king.

b) In Daniel 3:13-18, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego refused to bow 

down to Nebuchadnezzar’s image. They told Nebuchadnezzar that they 
didn’t need a second chance to consider worshiping the image.


c) These four young people demonstrate what can happen when you 
prepare yourself internally and spiritually to withstand the attacks of the 
world. All Christians, especially young ones, can fix themselves to stand 
against every external pressure.


II. We Need To Open Our Eyes To The Strength Of Our Weapons 

A. The Word of God has the power to change the hearts of men (Hebrews 4:12).

1. The Bible isn’t merely a collection of words, a philosophical endeavor (cp. 

Acts 17:21), but words that have a life force beyond them (John 6:63; 
Romans 8:2).


2. These words are living, life-changing, and dynamic as they work in us. As a 
skilled surgeon uses a scalpel to cut away a diseased tumor, God’s Word 
penetrates to the core of our lives and cuts away sin and ungodliness.


B. We have God-given armor to protect us against our enemy (Ephesians 6:10-17).

1. We battle against rulers and authorities — the powerful evil forces of fallen 

angels headed by Satan, who is a vicious fighter.

2. To withstand their attacks, we will depend on God’s strength and use every 

piece of His armor.

C. We need to see the power in the whole of the New Testament:


1. The power of a risen Savior.

2. The power of the Holy Spirit.

3. The power of prayer.

4. The power gained from studying the Bible.

5. The power of a life transformed into the image of Christ.

6. The power of faith.

7. The power of the promises of God.

8. The power of unselfish love.


D. To the world, this power is weak, meaningless, and powerless. But to us who 
are saved, it’s the mighty power of God and the means of our ultimate victory.

1. If you live in the North, when temperatures plunge well below zero, you know 

that few cars left outside will start. Oil thickens and binds to engine parts like 
syrup. Cold batteries are incapable of producing adequate amperage. Only 
batteries that are kept warm or frequently charged will do the job. Unused 
batteries freeze. If you attempt to charge a frozen battery, it can explode.


2. Unused spiritual batteries also die in the cold of unbelief (Hebrews 3:12-15, 
19). Only by regular use and by receiving power from an outside source can 
spiritual power be maintained. And attempts to infuse spiritual power into a 
frozen spirit seldom work. Only a warm spiritual life can be charged with 
power by God.
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III. We Need To Open Our Eyes To The Victory In God 

A. Our weapons are stronger than the devil’s (2 Corinthians 10:3-5; 1 John 4:4).

1. With God, we can mount up with wings like eagles (Isaiah 40:28-31).

2. We can be strengthened with might according to His glorious power 

(Colossians 1:9-11).

3. We can overcome Satan and his forces (1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Peter 5:8-9).


B. Through Christ we can achieve the final victory (Philippians 3:20-21; 4:13).

1. Christ overcame (Revelation 3:21; 5:5) and so can we through Him (21:7).

2. The Greek word for “overcome” is variously translated “conquer”, “prevail”, 

and “get the victory”.

3. It means “to conquer, to carry off the victory, come off victorious. Used of 

Christ, victorious over all His foes. Used of Christians, that hold fast their 
faith even unto death against the power of their foes, and temptations and 
persecutions” (Thayer).


Conclusion. Thus, we pray, “Lord, open our eyes that we may see.” Help us to 
see the greatness of your mighty power. Help us to see the strength of our weapons. 
And help us to gain the victory, even as Christ did.
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