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The Cutting Edge Of Truth 

Introduction. In the early 1900s, in Communist Russia, it was common for plays 
to make fun of the Savior. One such play, called “Christ in a Tuxedo” opened to a 
packed house. The first act showed a church altar set up like a saloon. Drunken clergy 
offered toasts and nuns played cards on the floor. The second act featured a Moscow 
actor named Alexander Rostovzev. The audience roared when he walked out in robes, 
carrying a New Testament, impersonating Jesus.


The script called for him to read two verses from the Sermon on the Mount, 
throw off his robes and shout, “Give me my tuxedo and top hat”. Rostovzev did read 
Jesus’ words: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of God. Blessed 
are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.” Rostovzev stopped. Some coughed 
trying to get Alexander’s attention. Others cleared their throats or whispered under their 
breath. But Alexander was not to be deterred. It was as if he were in another world — a 
world where there was only him and the Bible that he was holding. He deserted the 
script and kept reading the entirety of the Beatitudes before he reverently closed the 
Bible. He then made a statement that he had remembered from his youth in the 
Russian Orthodox Church: “Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.”


For the rest of his life, Rostovzev would claim that it was at that moment, while 
he was playing the part of Jesus reading from the Sermon on the Mount in this 
sacrilegious play, that he began believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. That’s power!


The powerful qualities of the Word are described by means of an impressive 
metaphor in Hebrews 4:12, which emphasizes not only the activity, but also the 
effectiveness of the Word of God.


While there’s a lot to “unpack” in Hebrews 4:12, there’s a few salient points that 
may be of benefit to those who haven’t heard them previously, or haven’t formerly 
contemplated their individual merit regarding the Word of God.


I. It Is Living And Active 

A. There is a necessity for both, because living but inactive doesn’t allow for the 
performance of its surgery on the hearts, minds, and bodies of humankind — 
which is its precise purpose (1 Thessalonians 2:13).


B. That the Word is living shows that it reflects the true character of God Himself, 
the source of all life (Genesis 2:7). This kind of life is full of energy to achieve its 
declared end of glory to God (cp. Jeremiah 23:29).

1. The scientific principle called the Law of Biogenesis (“Life begets life”) 

confirms that the Word must itself be living in order to produce life (James 
1:18). “Dead” doesn’t reproduce.


2. This living quality is particularly appropriate to the idea of the Word, 
especially when applied to the record of revelation, for the notion might 
easily degenerate into a dead code, as undoubtedly the Law had become for 
many Jews. But a revelation which is living has constant application to the 
minds of its recipients (John 6:63).


C. Something may be alive but dormant, but the nature of true life is that it springs 
into activity and challenges on every front those who fall short of its standards. 
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The Word of God, in its intellectual and moral demands, pursues men and cries 
out for personal decision to be made in response to its exhortations:

1. “Seek first the kingdom and His righteousness” (Matthew 6:33).

2. “Come to Me … I will give you rest (Matthew 11:28-30).

3. “Today, if you will hear His voice, do not harden your hearts” (Hebrews 4:7).

4. “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together” (Hebrews 10:25).

5. “Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17).


II. It Is Sharp 

A. A dull scalpel (or sword or any instrument or tool designed to cut) only bruises 
or tears, and thus causes greater and unnecessary injury. In the end this 
requires not only more time to heal, but more opportunities for infections and 
other complications to impede or prevent the healing.


B. If you don’t want to be “cut to the heart” (Acts 2:37a, NKJV; or “pierced to the 
heart,” NASB), you’d better leave this Book closed. The Word of God had 
various effects on people in the first century:

1. The Sanhedrin was furious and wanted to kill Peter and John (Acts 5:33).

2. The Philippian jailer fell down, trembled, and obeyed Christ (Acts 16:29).

3. Felix was afraid but put Paul off for a more convenient time (Acts 24:25).

4. Anyone can be “convinced/convicted” to eternal life (1 Corinthians 14:24).


C. If you prefer to have the cancerous tumor of sin excised to eternal life, there’s no 
other instrument more perfectly suited to the purpose (Revelation 19:11-16). 
Indeed, it is your only hope of eternal life (Colossians 1:3-5).


III. It Is Capable 

A. The Word can pierce through and divide (or separate) what men and their 
wisdom and words can’t accurately and consistently divide — even their own 
soul and spirit.

1. Because it comes from God, who sees and knows all, the Word has 

penetrating authority to judge (or discern and distinguish between) “the 
thoughts and attitudes (or intentions) of the heart” (John 2:24-25; Acts 15:8).


2. Indeed, we often fail to fairly judge our own hearts and minds (cp. James 
1:22b), let alone those belonging to another (cp. 1 Corinthians 2:11-12).


B. But apart from these internal divisions that the Word accomplishes, it also 
externally divides between: 

1. Light and dark (John 1:1-5).

2. Good and evil (Hebrews 5:12-14).

3. Righteousness and sin (1 John 3:7-12).

4. Justified and guilty (John 5:24, 28-29).

5. Holy and profane (Ephesians 5:1-12).

6. Sheep and goats (Matthew 25:31-46).

7. Eternally saved and lost (1 Thessalonians 1:5-10).


Conclusion. This is the power and capability of “the Word of God” — the “living 
and active” “sword of the Spirit” (Ephesians 6:17b). Trifle with it to your own peril! 
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Hebrews 4:13 adds that nothing and no one is impervious to God’s Word. We can’t get 
away from it — no matter what.


The prime meridian at the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, England itself isn’t 
impressive. You wouldn’t realize it was there if it were not for a bold line cut across the 
pavement. The prime meridian is the work of John Flamsteed, the first astronomer 
royal, who made it his life’s mission to produce a proper navigational chart of the 
heavens, mapping the location of thousands of stars. The prime meridian is a fixed 
position by which our knowledge of time and place can be understood. It’s the line of 
0° longitude, the starting point for measuring distance both east and west around the 
earth (Lufkin is -94.73°). Prior to the International Meridian Conference of 1884, each 
local region kept its own time, a system that, if continued, would have rendered our 
current arrangements for trade and commerce impossible.


Based on Flamsteed’s work, scientists were able to help people find their 
position on the planet, allowing them to answer the fundamental question of 
philosophy and physics: Where am I?


Scripture is our prime meridian. It’s the fixed position, given by God Himself, 
through which we can understand who we are, where we are, and where we must go 
from here. In Matthew 19:26, Jesus said, “With men this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.” Why could a rich man enter heaven? Because of the power of 
God. It made the impossible possible. How do you access that power now? You can 
access it through His holy Word.


I am deeply indebted to Philip C. Strong for the use of his material.
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