
An “Acts 29” Church 

Introduction. For people who are deeply interested in the history of the New 
Testament, the book of Acts is a wonderful account of what Christians did when they 
were first exposed to the Savior’s life and teaching.


But honestly, as Acts comes to a close in chapter 28, it leaves you wanting 
more. We know that several New Testament books were written after Luke closes his 
history, but we know very little of that history (other than what tradition can tell us).


Have you ever wanted to know what Acts 29 would’ve said? This sermon is 
going to propose that Acts 29 is being written today by Christians and churches who 
are following the New Testament pattern revealed in Acts and the epistles (cp. 2 
Corinthians 3:1-2). An “Acts 29” church, as Paul Harvey used to say, is “the rest of the 
story”. This illustration raises some good questions such as, “What’s an ‘Acts 29’ 
church?”, “What does it look like?”, and “What’s it doing?”


I. An “Acts 29” Church Is A Praising Church 

A. From Jerusalem to Antioch and throughout the Roman Empire, New Testament 
Christians assembled to praise God (Acts 2:47), fervently pray (Acts 4:31), 
financially support needy saints (Acts 11:27-30), remember Jesus through 
partaking of the Lord’s Supper, and preach the gospel (Acts 20:7).


B. Worship was a vital part of their lives. It wasn’t a matter of meeting an 
attendance requirement, but voluntarily and enthusiastically joining with other 
Christians to “worship God in spirit and in truth”, as Jesus commanded (John 
4:23-24; cp. Psalm 29:2; 95:6; Isaiah 12:5).


II. An “Acts 29” Church Is A Bonding Church 

A. One of the obvious characteristics of the Jerusalem church was the closeness 
of the Christians. These believers “were together” and “had all things in 
common”. They met together “from house to house” (Acts 2:44-46). They were 
a spiritual family. God’s household (Ephesians 2:19; 1 Timothy 3:15).


B. The gospel was never meant to produce a solo act. It’s been often observed 
that we’re not just called to believe, but to belong. The often repeated “one 
another” passages remind us of our relationship with other believers and the 
value of fellowship:

1. Love one another (John 13:34).

2. Be devoted to one another (Romans 12:10).

3. Honor one another above yourselves (Romans 12:10).

4. Live in harmony with one another (Romans 12:16).

5. Build up one another (Romans 14:19; 1 Thessalonians 5:11).

6. Be likeminded towards one another (Romans 15:5).

7. Accept one another (Romans 15:7).

8. Admonish one another (Romans 15:14; Colossians 3:16).

9. Greet one another (Romans 16:16).

10. Care for one another (1 Corinthians 12:25).

11. Serve one another (Galatians 5:13).
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12. Bear one another’s burdens (Galatians 6:2).

13. Forgive one another (Ephesians 4:2, 32; Colossians 3:13).

14. Be patient with one another (Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:13).

15. Be kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32).

16. Speak to one another with singing (Ephesians 5:19).

17. Submit to one another (Ephesians 5:21; 1 Peter 5:5).

18. Consider others better than yourselves (Philippians 2:3).

19. Look to the interests of one another (Philippians 2:4).

20. Bear with one another (Colossians 3:13).

21. Teach one another (Colossians 3:16).

22. Comfort one another (1 Thessalonians 4:18).

23. Encourage one another (1 Thessalonians 5:11).

24. Exhort one another (Hebrews 3:13).

25. Provoke one another to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24).

26. Show hospitality to one another (1 Peter 4:9).

27. Minister to one another (1 Peter 4:10).

28. Clothe yourselves with humility towards one another (1 Peter 5:5).

29. Pray for one another (James 5:16).

30. Confess your faults to one another (James 5:16).


C. I really enjoy the potlucks, parties, having people over to the house, and taking 
food to other people. I like seeing the different groups meeting for breakfast and 
lunch. I like seeing the sleepovers and zoo trips that our young parents let their 
children take together. We all definitely get to bond with these opportunities, 
and maybe this needs to be done more.


III. An “Acts 29” Church Is A Teaching Church 

A. New Testament churches were about more than just praise and fellowship. They 
were “continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching” (Acts 2:42). 
They encouraged growth in discipleship (Acts 11:23). And through preaching 
and teaching they strengthened the disciples, “exhorting them to continue in the 
faith” (Acts 14:22). They were interested in learning and studying the Word.


B. Too many churches are failing in the area of discipleship. Growth is a part of 
being a Christian.

1. The shallow husks of social programs, entertainment, and superficial group 

meetings won’t feed the soul and nourish the spirit. Discipleship is a lifelong 
process of becoming more like Christ.


2. Growth can’t be achieved apart from faithful gospel preaching and fervent 
Bible study. That preaching and Bible study must be done to a high level, 
motivating people to be strong and devoted to Jesus.


C. Think of it another way. The movie producer, drug dealer, and brewer will spare 
no expense to understand what motivates your children and then direct all of 
those attacks in that soft spot.

1. When young Christians were asked to identify the activity, event, or person 

most directly responsible for their decision to obey Christ, 71% listed an 
individual — typically their parent, a friend, another relative, or a teacher.
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2. The clear implication is that most young people obey because of people they 
know very well, usually in the context of everyday interaction.


3. When you step out and become a teacher of our children, you’re becoming 
one of the best lines of defense the gospel has to prevent them from being 
swallowed up by the world. They’re getting to see firsthand how you’re 
willing to do something beyond your capability for their eternal benefit.


IV. An “Acts 29” Church Is A Serving Church 

A. Starting in Acts 2 and through the book, the disciples met one another’s needs. 
Serving, sharing, and even sacrificing their own prosperity was common (Acts 
2:44-45; 4:32-36; 11:27-30; cp. Exodus 35:25).


B. Collectively the church should be sure that no member is left behind — hurting, 
neglected, or destitute. Individually, it should advocate for doing “good to all, 
especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10; cp. 
Proverbs 31:20; Luke 8:2-3; John 12:3; Acts 9:39; 16:15).

1. Ladies, I want you to notice that women were the prime movers of service 

done in the New Testament.

2. I don’t want you to ever think that somehow your usefulness is lessened 

because you don’t stand in front of people. The deep work of service is 
usually beautifully accomplished by our church’s women.


V. An “Acts 29” Church Is A Converting Church 

A. The Jerusalem church was growing. The good news was being shared. People 
were being converted in Jerusalem and Antioch (Acts 2:47; 11:24; cp. Matthew 
18:3; Acts 3:19).


B. A lot of preachers and teachers have noted that the great commission isn’t a 
suggestion but a command (Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 28:19-20). No matter what 
is else is being done, if we’re not serious about evangelistic outreach, then 
we’re failing in God’s divine purpose for the church.

1. The effectiveness of our work is to be measured not in terms of positive 

response to the gospel, but in terms of how much seed has been sown.

2. Remember that God will bless our efforts. If we keep focused on what the 

Lord wants us to do, He’ll bless us (2 Corinthians 9:6-11).

3. Our efforts will greatly improve by us praying that God will open doors of 

opportunity for us to do His work (Colossians 4:2-4; 2 Thessalonians 3:1-2).

C. Our work would remain the same even if God told us before we started that no 

one would listen to us.

1. In fact, there have been times when God did send His servants to preach 

and told them in advance that the message would be rejected.

2. Our work is like that of the “watchman” who keep on telling others of the 

Lord until there’s no one left to tell (Ezekiel 33:7-9; Isaiah 6:11-12).

3. God’s never asked us to do anything that we can’t do. We can’t determine 

what others will do with the gospel, but we can see that they are presented 
with the choice (Jeremiah 1:17).
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Conclusion. I remember the cry of old-time preachers who pled, “Let the 
church be the church”. It’s a plea we need to hear and heed more than ever in the 21st 
century. Is this church an “Acts 29” church? Are you an “Acts 29” Christian?


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of their material.
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