
At The End Of Your Life 

Introduction. If you knew that you were nearing the end of your life, what advice 
would you want to share with your son or daughter? What wisdom would you impart to 
your loved ones? What challenge or charge would you issue your family to carry out 
following your demise?


The Bible offers solid, sound advice from some of God’s great saints who knew 
they were about “to go the way of all flesh”. The text in 1 Chronicles 28:9-10, 20 finds 
David in that situation. The end was near, and he knew it. So, he called for his son, 
Solomon, who would succeed him on the throne, and offered him a stirring challenge. 
The six pieces of advice David gave his son over 3,000 years ago is still good advice 
today to pass on to future generations.


I. Seek God 

A. To seek is to pursue, search, and inquire (cp. Matthew 7:7-8). It implies the idea 
of diligence, earnestness, and careful examination. It’s not just a curious inquiry 
or a casual pastime.


B. Seeking the Lord is a familiar and constant refrain throughout Scripture, from 
Old to New Testament (Isaiah 55:1-6; Hebrews 11:6).

1. God isn’t hiding, but He won’t force Himself on anyone. He wants us to seek 

Him, come to Him, and draw near to Him.

2. We seek what we truly want in life. And if we crave divine association and 

fellowship with the Almighty, we’ll find it. And it’ll bless us (Psalm 34:10).


II. Serve God Wholeheartedly 

A. When we come to know who God is and His will for us, it’ll lead to serving Him. 
“A whole heart and a wiling mind” speaks to dedication, loyalty, and 
commitment. It’s not occasional or intermittent, but 24/7/365.


B. A “whole heart” is one that’s not divided or weakened by worldly pleasures or 
carnal pursuits (Deuteronomy 30:6; 1 Samuel 12:20, 24). We speak of a person’s 
devotion to a task as being “all in” — this is the spiritual consecration when 
you’re wholehearted.


C. Solomon began well with total commitment, but in his later years he strayed 
from the Lord (1 Kings 11:4). The devil is never still during any part of our life. If 
the assumption that Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes later in his life is correct, then 
he had the right advice at the end of his life and the book (12:13-14).


III. Remember God Has Chosen You 

A. Just like God chose Solomon for His purpose, Jesus chose His apostles to 
spread the gospel (John 15:16). He furthermore has chosen us “in Christ” to be 
holy, set apart from the world, and a demonstration of His divine nature that 
brings glory to Him (Ephesians 1:4-10; 1 Peter 1:2).


B. The New Testament describes Christians as God’s “elect”, His “adopted” 
children, a “holy nation”, a “royal priesthood”, a “chosen generation”, and a 
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“special people” (1 Peter 2:9). In short, remember who you are, because you’ll 
be rewarded if you do (Matthew 25:34).


IV. Be Strong 

A. The task given to Solomon in building the temple would require strength, 
fortitude, and determination to compete the job. To His credit, Solomon built a 
temple that glorified God and was the pride of His people (1 Kings 7:51; 
8:12-13, 20-21).


B. Today, as we engage in God’s spiritual work, strength is needed to overcome 
temptation, trials, and troubles that may sidetrack us from the task at hand. 
Paul’s exhortation is much needed: “Be strong in the Lord and in the power of 
His might” (Ephesians 6:10).


C. Being strong is a trait that we’re going to have to find within ourselves. The Old 
Testament had many exhortations for strength (Deuteronomy 11:8; Psalm 68:35; 
Isaiah 41:10; Haggai 2:4), as well as the New Testament (2 Thessalonians 
2:16-17; 2 Timothy 1:7; 2:1; 4:17).


V. Be Courageous 

A. David knew that Solomon needed both strength and courage. They are 
conjoined twins of spiritual fortitude. God can strengthen us for the task, but we 
must have the courage to follow through.


B. Strength and courage overcome doubt, fear, and indecision. They combine to 
fortify our minds, calm our emotions, reinforce our faith, and sustain our resolve.


C. This is proven many times over in the Scriptures as people of faith reacted in the 
courage of their convictions:

1. Abraham, in leaving his homeland (Genesis 12:1-9).

2. Abraham, in offering Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14).

3. Gideon, in destroying the altar of Baal (Judges 6:25-31).

4. The Jews, in returning answer to Tattenai (Ezra 5:11).

5. Ezra, in undertaking the perilous journey from Babylon (Ezra 8:22-23).

6. The three Hebrews who refused Nebuchadnezzar’s image (Daniel 3:16-18).

7. Daniel, in persisting in prayer, regardless of the king’s edict (Daniel 6:10).


VI. Do It 

A. “Just do it” is a slogan that Nike first made famous in 1988. But centuries prior 
to Nike, this was David’s charge to Solomon. It’s a call for action. Jump in, get 
started, and get the job done. Train yourself to abound:

1. In hope (Romans 15:13).

2. In the work of the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58).

3. In gracious generosity (2 Corinthians 8:7).

4. In knowledge and discernment (Philippians 1:9).

5. In the faith (Colossians 2:7).

6. In love toward one another (1 Thessalonians 3:12).

7. In developing godly virtues (2 Peter 1:8).
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B. Our challenge to ministry, discipleship, and evangelistic outreach is no less 
urgent. Just do it. Or as James admonished, “Be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22).


Conclusion. One day we’ll all face end-of-life decisions and desires. What 
better advice could we leave our loved ones than the words from “a man after God’s 
own heart”? If you’re ready to begin building the legacy of righteousness, our hearts 
are open wide and are ears are ready to hear your spiritual needs. Please tell us as we 
sing for your invitation.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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