
“They Listened To Him Until This Word” 

Introduction. You probably have a movie scene, novel, or song lyric that’s 
meant a lot to you in your life. You know the power of words. But what about the power 
of one word? Have you ever had an emotional response to just one word?


As Paul gave his defense before the angry Jewish mob at the temple, he spoke 
of his zeal, conversion, and mission to preach the gospel of Christ. He explained that 
the Lord told him, “‘Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.’ And they 
listened to him until this word, and then they raised their voices and said, ‘Away with 
such a fellow from the earth, for he is not worthy to live!’” (Acts 22:21-22).


Sometimes there are things that we just don’t want to hear. The Jews were 
listening to Paul until he said something that they couldn’t agree with. Once Paul 
mentioned the word “Gentiles,” that was enough.


There’s a lot of Bible words that causes people to stop listening. I want to give 
you several examples so that you’ll know what people sometimes respond negatively 
to and why. Most people want a relationship with God, but they have to accept the 
ramifications of several important notions in Scripture.


I. “Jesus” 

A. Stephen preached to the Jews about their past. They listened until he 
condemned them for murdering Jesus, the Son of God (Acts 7:57-58).


B. Some people are like the Jews. They’ll listen to you until you mention Jesus. 
Then they stop their ears and don’t listen anymore.

1. There isn’t much argument about whether Jesus Christ actually was a 

historical person, but nearly everything else about His life generates 
enormous, and sometimes rancorous, debate.

a) Over 40 percent of Americans don’t believe Jesus was divine. That 

includes about one-quarter of Americans who say Jesus was only a 
religious or spiritual leader like Mohammed or Buddha. 


b) About half of Americans agree, at least somewhat, that while He lived on 
earth, Jesus was human and committed sins like other people.


2. Younger Americans are not as connected as older generations are to Christ. 
Jesus is a friend of sinners, but many turn away from Him at a time when 
their lives are being shaped and their trajectories set toward the future.


C. As far as redemption is concerned, what you believe about Jesus is critical to 
whether you will be in heaven (John 3:36; 6:53; 8:21-24)


II. “Sin” 

A. Sin is defined as a transgression of God’s law. It’s also called lawlessness or 
what goes against God’s law (1 John 3:4), and everyone has sinned (Romans 
3:23; 1 John 1:8). Many claim to believe in God, but when they hear that they 
are guilty of sin, they stop listening.


B. Examples are very useful for Christians. And we should stay away from the 
actions and attitudes of Abel, Joseph’s brothers, David, Ananias and Sapphira, 
Hymenaeus and Alexander, Demas, etc.
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C. Furthermore, they want to continue living in sin (Romans 6:6-7), and we’ll talk 
about that in our next point. It’s disappointing that a lot of people want to hear 
sermons on grace, but they don’t want to hear sermons on sin.


III. “Repent” 

A. God calls us to repentance but many will not listen (Jeremiah 6:16-17). Some 
listen to sermon after sermon. They live good, moral lives, but they won’t 
humble themselves enough to be restored. They’ll listen to the sermon intently 
until they hear the preacher say the word “repent.”


B. Both Jesus (Luke 13:3, 5; Matthew 21:28-29) and Paul (Acts 17:30; 2 Timothy 
2:25) urged people to repent. Peter impressed to his readers that God is 
longsuffering in order to give people the opportunity to repent (2 Peter 3:9).


IV. “Give” 

A. The rich young ruler was a good man who kept the commandments. He was 
ready to listen and follow until Jesus told him he had to sell all he had (Luke 
18:22-23). He listened until Jesus told him to give, and then he went away and 
heard no more.


B. Lots of churches and preachers have made the subject of giving uncomfortable. 
The lavish lifestyles have given religion a very negative connotation. But 
Christians are commanded to give (1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-7), 
and giving is exemplified (Luke 21:1-4). It’s definitely more blessed to give than 
to receive (Acts 20:35).


V. “Hell” 

A. Many expect to go to heaven when they die. At funerals people want to talk 
about God and heaven, but they’ll stop listening when you talk about hell.


B. However, Jesus has described hell as “the everlasting fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). Some don’t want to accept that most of the 
world will be lost (Matthew 7:13-14).


C. I’ll admit that I was surprised to learn that 71 percent of Americans believe in 
hell. But that’s followed by the fact that only 32 percent believe that hell is an 
actual place of torment and suffering (cp. Matthew 8:12; Mark 9:43-44).


VI. “Doctrine” 

A. Many affirm that we need to preach Jesus, but they cringe when you preach 
about His doctrine. Paul told Timothy that some will turn their ears away from 
sound doctrine (2 Timothy 4:3-4).


B. Doctrine is important enough for Paul to tell Timothy that he needed to be 
dedicated to it because he could save himself and others (1 Timothy 4:16). If we 
don’t abide in the doctrine of Christ we are condemned (2 John 9-11). 
Therefore, we should all be nourished in good doctrine (1 Timothy 4:6).


VII. “Baptism” 

A. Many will listen to what the Bible says about faith (Hebrews 11:1, 6; John 1:12), 
but when it comes to baptism they close their ears.
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B. God began showing us the importance of baptism when John the Baptist was 
baptizing for the remission of sins (Matthew 3:5-6). Additionally, Jesus was 
baptized and He tied it to righteousness (v. 15). After Jesus died and was 
resurrected, baptism began to be preached for remission of sins (Acts 2:38). For 
that point on, baptism was clearly connected with the death of Jesus (Romans 
6:3-4), salvation (Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21), and with being in Christ (Galatians 
3:27). Who can doubt that it’s essential to us going to heaven?


Conclusion. In Matthew 13, the disciples wanted to know why Jesus taught in 
parables. He replied that some who were listening didn’t see, hear, or understand. They 
were just like the people of Isaiah’s day. But the people who did listen and understand 
were going to be blessed. May we open our ears to listen to all of God’s Word. 
Proverbs 19:20 says, “Listen to counsel and receive instruction, That you may be wise 
in your latter days.”


I am deeply indebted to Kevin Maxey for the use of his material.
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