
Is This A “Red Door” Church? 

Introduction. Traditionally and historically, dating back to Medieval England,  
churches had red doors. While the red door was symbolic of Jesus’ blood shed on the 
cross, thus reminding us of salvation in Christ, it also had a cultural significance.


During times of persecution, people could seek asylum at a church that had a 
red door. Apparently, this was prevalent during England’s Wars of the Roses 
(1455-1487). A soldier on the losing side could hide in a church with a red door and his 
enemies wouldn’t harm him. They wouldn’t violate the red door.


In a similar way, the church should be a place of sanctuary, safety, and refuge. 
We’re not talking about the building. We’re talking about the people who compose this 
assembly of saints. What does a “red door” church mean in a personal, practical sense 
in our congregational relationships?


I. A True Relationship 

A. The Bible speaks of the Christian’s relationship in Christ’s church where we …


1. “Receive one another” (Romans 14:1).

2. “Care for one another” (1 Corinthians 12:25).

3. “Bear one another’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2).

4. “Through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).

5. “Encourage one another” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).

6. “Bear with one another” (Ephesians 4:2).

7. “Comfort one another” (1 Thessalonians 4:18).


B. While the churches to whom these epistles were penned didn’t have red doors, 
in fact, they didn’t even have church buildings as we know them, they were 
encouraged to be “red door” churches.


C. Is the congregation to which we belong really working to be “red door” church, 
and personally and pointedly, are we working to be “red door” Christians?


II. The Current State Of Affairs 

A. While every preacher can recount some slight or ill-treatment, my experiences 
have overwhelmingly been positive, supportive, and uplifting. Yet, that’s not the 
case with everyone in every congregation.

1. I’ve both seen and heard of situations where brethren have not treated 

others with the spirit of kindness, concern, and compassion.

2. At times, I've received communications from brethren who are heartbroken, 

describing their feelings of loneliness, indifference, and even rejection where 
they worship.


B. Most churches have a sign that says “Visitors welcome”. Yet, sometimes visitors 
are ignored, judged by their appearance, quickly condemned for their beliefs, 
viewed with suspicion, and generally made to feel uncomfortable.


C. In some churches, cliques exist. Preferential treatment is given to members of 
means, position, or social standing. The sins of some are overlooked because of 
family ties. And new Christians are left on the outside looking in, never feeling a 
part of the fellowship.
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D. In some places, preachers may be failing to “speak the truth in love”, being 
unduly harsh, or else failing to preach the truth at all. Some elders may be failing 
to shepherd the flock, and not protecting those assigned to their care. Other 
churches may have members who are divisive, self-willed, and spiteful. Yet, 
nothing is done to rebuke or discipline their sins. And the church suffers.


III. What About This Church? 

A. Hopefully, this bleak description isn’t widespread, but it does exist. Every 
preacher, elder, and Christian should work to make their congregation a “red 
door” church.


B. As a frame of reference, is our church a place where …


1. Hurts are healed (John 8:11)?

2. Fellowship is inclusive (Galatians 2:9)?

3. Needs are met (Acts 11:27-30)?

4. Help is provided (Philippians 4:14-15)?

5. Souls are saved (Acts 6:7)?

6. Hearts are mended (Colossians 4:7-8)?

7. Prodigals are forgiven (2 Corinthians 2:6-8)?

8. Compassion is shown (Colossians 3:12-13)?

9. Grace is extended (1 Corinthians 1:4-8)?

10. Mercy is bestowed (Matthew 5:7)?

11. God is glorified (Revelation 4:11)?

12. Christ is exalted (Acts 4:12)?

13. People are valued (Revelation 3:7-8, 10)?

14. Love is shared (1 Thessalonians 3:12)?

15. Faith is strengthened (Romans 10:17)?

16. Hope is offered (Romans 8:22-25)?


C. When Christ found deficiencies in the seven churches of Asia, He told them to 
repent (Revelation 2:5, 16, 21; 3:3, 19). If we haven’t been the kind of church we 
should’ve been because we haven’t been the kind of Christians we should’ve 
been, it’s time for us to repent.


Conclusion. Regardless of the color of the door, the church where we worship 
can be a “red door” church. We don’t need counselors, cooks, choir conductors, and 
event coordinators. What we need is a decided effort to teach, believe, and follow the 
Word of God. When that’s done, this church will be a place where spiritual, emotional, 
and physical needs are met. Step up, do your part, and be a blessing to all.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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