
Where Would You Be Without Christ? 

Introduction. Paul said in Ephesians 2:12 that people can be “without Christ”. 
When the question of how anyone lives without Christ was posed on Quora, you can 
imagine the responses. Peter replied, “Quite easily. It’s never been a problem”. Stephen 
Leader said, “I’ve been doing it for decades and nothing detrimental has happened to 
me”. Jim Brown responded, “Fairy-tale creatures have zero importance in my life. 
Especially ones that threaten me with eternal torture for not believing him”. Finally, Will 
Wilson said, “Very nice, thank you! In fact, life without Jesus is just as nice as life 
without Yahweh, Allah, Ba’al, Mithra, Krishna, Zoroaster, Thor, Zeus … all the other 
dozens of imaginary Sky Friends”.


In this lesson I want to shift the focus of the question a little bit. I want you to 
think what three prominent “loves” of humanity would have gotten you in your life. 
Jesus asked in Matthew 16:26, “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole 
world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”


There may be people in the audience who hesitated and dodged in the past 
when people wanted to talk to them frankly about their soul. What if you had continued 
that practice of evasion, knowing full well what God wanted you to do? Where would 
you be today? What would your life be like if it were not for Jesus Christ and His 
blood? What if you had never obeyed the gospel of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 5:8-9)? 
What would your life be like?


I. Where Would Your Love Of Self Have Taken You? 

A. When you became a Christian, you surrendered thoughts about yourself 
(Philippians 2:1-9; 1 Corinthians 10:24; 13:5).


B. Selfishness is one of the biggest problems humans struggle with. One of the 
worst traits of humanity is when someone says, “I’m going to do exactly what I 
want, and I don’t care what anyone thinks”. Examples in the Bible definitely bear 
this out:

1. Ahab and his desire for Naboth’s vineyard is perhaps the supreme example 

in the Bible of selfishness (1 Kings 21:1-16).

2. Brethren defrauded one another in Gentile courts in order to get what they 

believed was coming to them (1 Corinthians 6:1-8).

3. Women demonstrated selfishness by refusing to wear the customary sign of 

submission when they prayed and prophesied (1 Corinthians 11:1-16).

4. Even when it came to worship, the Corinthians demonstrated selfishness. 

They turned the Lord’s Supper into a common meal in which some who were 
poor had nothing to eat (1 Corinthians 11:20-22).


C. Where will thoughts of “I” take you in the end? How will your life be enhanced 
by spending so much time thinking about what you want out of it? How many 
times this morning have you thought about some worldly ambition? And have 
those thoughts made you spiritually stronger?


D. Where would we be spiritually if Jesus Christ had spent as much time as we 
routinely do thinking about such petty elements as life, liberty, happiness, and 
pleasure? Would He have gone to the cross to die for our sins?
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II. Where Would Your Love Of The World Have Taken You? 

A. When you became a Christian, you quit loving earthly things (Matthew 6:24; 
Romans 12:2; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15).


B. Where will the love of things ultimately take you in life? What advancements and 
improvements will these affections bring to you?

1. Would increasing your material and financial holdings make you more 

spiritually-minded (1 Timothy 6:10)?

2. Would constant thought about fun make you more sober-minded (Titus 2:6)?


a) How many people do you know who grew closer to God by retiring early, 
traveling the world, moving to be near their grandkids, fishing daily, and 
golfing every weekend? Does this shift in life’s focus generally result in a 
person who’s more faithful in his twilight years than he was in his youth?


b) No, what tends to happen is that during the time of life when one is 
potentially more unencumbered with worldly duties, he becomes less 
spiritually minded because now he’s free to do all that he wants to do — 
and that’s precisely what he does from that point onward in his life.


3. Solomon tested both enjoyment (2:1-3) and employment (2:4-11) in 
Ecclesiastes and found them futile or useless in finding the real meaning of 
life (cp. 12:13-14). If you can get control of your mind (Colossians 3:1-2; 
Philippians 4:8), you can control your destiny (Philippians 3:14).


III. Where Would Your Love Of Sin Have Taken You? 

A. When you became a Christian, you abandoned the temporary and transitory 
pleasure associated with sin (Hebrews 11:25).

1. Proverbs 23:29-35 is a very sad passage which shows the real outcome of 

sin. While it appears pleasant and even desirable “in the moment”, it 
ultimately destroys a person (cp. Proverbs 6:26).


2. Here’s the ultimate illustration of what happens when carnal pleasure wins 
over spirituality.

a) Esau sold something precious — his birthright — for a bowl of beans. He 

couldn’t see past his taste buds and empty stomach.

b) His short-sightedness resulted in him losing everything that would’ve 

mattered to the firstborn son in a family (Genesis 25:29-34). When the 
enormity of his decision hit him, he cried with tears because he knew he 
couldn’t change it (Hebrews12:17).


B. What good thing have you ever received when you chose to sin against God? 
What benefit was there for you or your family? Did your standing among men 
increase? Did your financial stability get better? Did your spirituality get stronger 
because you rejected God’s law?

1. I want to speak to all of the younger people directly. If you haven’t already, 

you’ll soon be tempted with pornography, vulgar dancing, ungodly language, 
drinking, drug use, gambling, and sexual immortality.


2. It’s sad to say, but it’s an honest statement that your parents may not show 
wise discretion in guiding you into being a godly person. You’ll answer to 
God for what you put on your body, in your body, or what you do with your 

 of 2 3



body. And if you think I’m being too strict, how will you face God when He 
judges you for your deeds.


C. Sin always wrecks everything. Nothing in the world is gained when you give in 
to the momentary, carnal pleasure of sin. All that you have to look forward to is 
a fearful expectation of judgment (Hebrews 10:27).


Conclusion. There’s an old adage in racing that says, “In order to win the race, 
you’ve got to be willing to lose the race”. I’ve found this holds true in a lot of areas of 
life. Let’s face it, what every preacher wants is more members. But just because you’re 
here doesn’t mean that you’re going to heaven. I’ve got to be willing to lose you in 
order to crack the exterior and get you to see ungodly attitudes, outlooks, and sins.


Where would you have ended up in life had you not been baptized way back 
when (Acts 22:16)? Do you remember your months, maybe even years of delays? Do 
your past excuses haunt your memory? What if you had finally, completely convinced 
yourself to reject Christ forever? But thanks be to God that you made the decision to 
repent, and this lesson is to encourage other people to do the same today.


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.
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