
Are “Gospel Meetings” Still Effective?


Introduction. In Acts 19:9, Paul reasoned with the disciples in the “school of 
Tyrannus”. There are other indications through the book of Acts that Paul taught at 
times other than the worship assembly (18:4, 7-8, 19; 20:20), as well as disciples at the 
beginning of the church (2:46). This is what we attempt to do during a gospel meeting.


Some of the earliest references to gospel meetings only date back to the late 
1800s. Although gospel meetings are still a young tradition, centuries of history shaped 
them into what they are today. Modern gospel meetings ultimately find their roots in 
traditions of the Presbyterian Church. Other influences come from the Catholic 
Church’s Eucharist rituals and Holy festivals.


In earlier centuries, gospel meetings were referred to as “Protracted Meetings” 
because they continued over a period of time. They were sometimes designated 
“Evangelistic Meetings” because the main purpose was to reach denominational 
people and those who belonged to no church. Between World War I and World War II, 
gospel meetings were conducted in school houses, court houses, barns, tents, brush 
arbors, and denominational buildings.


Many of today’s denominations have abandoned as “old fashioned” and 
“ineffective” what they used to call “Revivals”. Using the logic that you “revive” 
something “dead” or “near-dead”, many churches of Christ have long used the term 
“Gospel meeting” instead.


It’s easy to assume modern gospel meetings don’t see as much success as 
earlier forms did back in the early 19th century, perhaps because we tend to 
romanticize the past. Nevertheless, these efforts did produce many converts, and it’s 
human nature to try and duplicate success, even when the original scenario that 
propelled it to greatness changes. Sometimes we must reinvent our man-made 
traditions — so long as they don’t get in the way of God’s Word — to counter the 
resistance we face because of our changing culture and society. Other times, it may be 
as simple as changing our point of view to see it was successful for reasons we were 
previously blind to.


The basic question of whether or not gospel meetings are “effective” is 
legitimate. The answer, I suppose, depends on how you define “effective”. Thus, 
whether or not gospel meetings are “effective” has a lot to do with two important 
considerations: the purpose of the meeting and how you measure success. Let’s 
examine these one at a time. 


I. The Purpose Of Meetings 

A. If a congregation has a gospel meeting twice a year because “that’s what we’ve 
always done” without any real focus or intent, then that effort probably won’t be 
very effective regardless of the popularity, knowledge, and ability of the speaker.


B. However, if it’s realized that such occasions possess unique opportunities to 
fulfill specific purposes, there’s hope for a much better outcome.

1. Some suggest the only way to reach souls for Christ today is to first develop 

personal friendships (referred to as “friendship evangelism”); gospel 
preaching isn’t enough.
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2. Certainly friends need the gospel, and a friend is more likely to talk with you 
about the gospel than a complete stranger. Still, it was not friendship that 
persuaded about 3,000 souls on the day of Pentecost to believe and be 
saved. It was the power of the Word of God (Acts 2:40-41).


C. If viewed and used purposefully, gospel meetings can achieve two goals:

1. Provide focused attention on evangelism.


a) Of course, we can and should invite our friends, neighbors, co-workers, 
and acquaintances to our “regular” assemblies where they can hear the 
gospel truth proclaimed, and be exposed to true New Testament worship. 
But do we? Probably not nearly as often as we should.


b) There’s likely many reasons for this failure. And most of these reasons are 
poor at best and actually excuses at worst. But gospel meetings help us 
to be reminded of the importance of evangelism. Most of the people with 
whom we come in contact on a day-to-day basis are in dire need of the 
soul-saving truth of the gospel message.

(1) No one can be saved without faith (Mark 16:15-16; John 8:24). This 

meeting that we’re about to start will have lessons that can win the 
hearts of people who’re lost.


(2) Even though we admit that fewer non-Christian visitors are attending 
gospel meetings than in the past, still there are non-Christians 
attending most gospel meetings.

(a) In nearly every gospel meeting I conduct, there are some non-

Christians present and I’m preaching the gospel in an effort to 
save them.


(b) In Jerry Blount’s August 2022 report, he told of two baptisms he 
had in his latest meeting. Admittedly, it’s rare, but it can happen.


c) Rather than reflecting this light of truth into the dark world, we “put it 
under a basket” when we fail to share it with others (Matthew 5:15).

(1) It’s so very easy to become focused on our own needs and desires for 

health and happiness that we forget the greatest need that anyone 
and everyone has: eternal salvation (Matthew 16:26).


(2) To our point here, what will you give in exchange for someone else’s 
soul? An invitation to hear truth? Philip replied to Nathanael’s 
skepticism about Jesus by only saying, “Come and see” (John 1:46).


2. Provide a recharging of our spiritual batteries.

a) Some ridicule gospel meetings, calling them nothing more than “flashlight 

parties”. The notion behind the criticism seems to be that they are merely 
opportunities for Christians to come together, exchange warm greetings, 
and all “shine their lights” by praying piously, singing loudly, offer a 
resounding “Amen” to primed points of sermons, and then go away 
feeling “uplifted” as they turn off their lights until next time.


b) Yes, there are particles of truth to these criticisms (and I include myself 
here). But there’s another facet of light on this prism of truth. Flashlights 
(especially now) have rechargeable batteries. “Routine” usage and 
recharging causes these batteries develop a “memory”.
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c) Gospel meetings provide a legitimate and needed “recharge” that can 
help to overcome the “routine” and enable us to reach greater potentials 
and capacities.

(1) We may get discouraged at the lack of baptisms in meetings, but we 

sure don’t want to forget that we’re trying to hold the ones we have 
already won for Christ.


(2) Christians can develop an evil heart of unbelief and fall into sin 
(Hebrews 3:12). The antidote to save erring Christians who have 
developed an evil heart of unbelief is the Word of God’s grace (Acts 
20:32; 1 Corinthians 3:1-2; 1 Timothy 4:6; cp. 2 Peter 1:12-13, 15).

(a) In most gospel meetings, there are erring Christians who would 

freely admit that they’re presently in an unsaved condition. We 
preach with the purpose of restoring them to the Lord (cp. 
Galatians 6:1; James 5:19-20).


(b) Many erring Christians have been taught the truth on such 
subjects as institutionalism, church-sponsored recreation, 
instrumental music in worship, unscriptural divorce and 
remarriage, and other forms of sin in which they were engaged 
through the efforts of gospel meetings. Some have repented of 
their sins and been restored to God through these efforts.


(c) On the other hand, Christians have had their marriages made 
stronger through lessons on the family, received words of 
encouragement or hope, learned to pray more effectively, and 
otherwise been reinforced through the efforts in gospel meetings.


(d) Because of these reasons, holding gospel meetings are worth 
these kinds of good being accomplished.


d) Finally, gospel meetings provide the opportunity for Christians from 
different churches to get to know one another, and be encouraged by 
one another. Even when gospel meetings aren’t for the express purpose 
of “evangelizing the lost”, they can provide a “recharging” of our spiritual 
batteries that enable our lights to shine even brighter and longer to the 
mutual benefit of those “inside” and “outside” the house (Matthew 5:15).


II. The Standard Of Measurement 

A. Given the above, purpose is therefore obviously an important consideration to 
determining the “effectiveness” of gospel meetings. As many have said, “If you 
aim at nothing, you can hit it every time”.


B. But, having the right standard of measure is also vital in determining efficacy. At 
least two considerations of “standard of measure” come to mind:

1. Baptisms derived from gospel meetings.


a) Some dismiss the effectiveness of gospel meetings by saying, “No one is 
ever baptized at gospel meetings any more.” Even if this were true, 
realize that the vast majority of our “regular” worship services could be at 
least evangelically dismissed as “ineffective” on the same basis.


b) We have to constantly remind ourselves that the goal for gospel meetings 
(or even personal Bible studies for that matter) is not “baptisms”, but 
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providing opportunities for people in need of the gospel to hear it (1 
Corinthians 1:17), i.e. throwing out seed (Luke 8:11-15). Gospel meetings 
provide additional opportunities for the preaching of the gospel — and do 
so for those who may be “regular churchgoers” but have never really 
heard the truth of it.


2. Attendance numbers.

a) One of the “standards of measure” usually employed to determine the 

effectiveness of a gospel meeting is the number of people that attend. 
This “numbering” would include local church members, visitors from 
other local churches, and non-church members from the community.

(1) This information can be helpful. If the purpose of the effort was to 

expose local non-church members to the gospel, knowing how many 
actually attended can help to better advertise or target these efforts in 
the future.


(2) Likewise, if the event was designed to edify and encourage church 
members, then again, knowing how many took advantage of the 
opportunity can be beneficial.


b) But, we can’t forget or minimize the value of one — whether one or a 
thousand lost souls hear the gospel, or whether one or a thousand are 
exhorted to greater faithfulness, each one is still important.

(1) Jesus spoke to one woman at a well, and a good portion of a whole 

race of people in that region subsequently came to believe on Him 
(John 4:7, 39-42).


(2) But that one woman’s soul was important to Him, whether the rest of 
the Samaritans came or not.


Conclusion. The fact is too many churches have fallen into the rut of having 
gospel meetings from habit and custom. The church buys printed announcements that 
are mailed to area churches, and the meetings are attended by the most spiritual ones 
from area congregations and many of the saints in the local church.


The trouble is that sometimes a significant percentage of the local church 
doesn’t care enough about the preaching of the gospel to come to the meeting (or 
other assemblies than the Sunday morning worship to observe the Lord’s Supper). 
Many Christians are not inviting their friends, relatives, and neighbors to hear the 
gospel preached. They don’t talk to those with whom they come in contact to open up 
opportunities for the gospel. Then when no one comes to the meeting, they say, 
“Gospel meetings aren’t doing any good any more”. What we need to be saying is this: 
“We’ve quit working to reach our friends and neighbors with the gospel. Many of us are 
too preoccupied with the world to even come to the meeting ourselves, much less 
bring someone with us. We need to repent of our negligence and apathy and give 
ourselves totally to the Lord’s work”.


When this happens, saints will be greatly surprised at how much good can be 
done in gospel meetings. Examine your commitment to gospel preaching as our 
meeting with David Hurst starts next Sunday. Invite people you know. Invite Christ’s 
disciples. Plan to be present, to grow in faithfulness and service. Trust the power God’s 
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Word has on the lives of good and honest hearts. God’s Word will fulfill His purposes 
(Isaiah 55:11). Gospel meetings can still be “effective” for our congregation.


I am deeply indebted to Philip C. Strong, Andrew Dow, and H. E. Phillips for the use of 
their material.
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