
Are You Sure? 

Introduction. A traditional proverb says, “A man with one watch knows what 
time it is. A man with two watches is never sure”. It’s good to examine ourselves 
occasionally and make sure we are what we’re supposed to be (Galatians 6:4).


The word “Christian” is used three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 
26:28; 1 Peter 4:16), but people seem to be extremely confused about what it really 
means. They have on “two watches”, as it were: The New Testament and the doctrines 
of men, which makes their efforts vain (Matthew 15:8-9). Because of this, we’re going 
to examine six ideas that don’t produce a real Christian in this lesson.


I. One May Be Religious/Spiritual and Not Be a Christian 

A. Both the Jews (Acts 2:5) and the Gentiles (Acts 17:22) were devout or religious 
in the first century. Additionally, large numbers of people in our current world 
hold to “spiritual” beliefs.

1. “Religious” and “spiritual” can be hard to tell apart but there are some pretty 

defined differences between the two.

2. A “religious” person adheres to a specific set of organized beliefs and 

practices, usually shared by a community or group. A “spiritual” person is 
more individualistic and mainly focuses on a sense of peace and purpose.


B. While it’s great that people have religious or spiritual inclinations in their hearts 
(it’s certainly better than none at all), that doesn’t make them a Christian. The 
“religionists" need to separate themselves from erroneous, organized religion, 
while the “spiritualists” need to truly embrace and practice “pure and undefiled 
religion” (James 1:27).


II. One May Be a Good Person and Not Be a Christian 

A. It would be hard to doubt that the eunuch and Cornelius were good people 
(Acts 8:27-28; 10:1-4), but they weren’t saved (8:36-39; 11:13-14).


B. Without the “washing of regeneration” and the “renewing of the Holy Spirit” in 
Titus 3:5, someone isn’t a Christian, even though they use “Christian” to 
describe everything around them: “Christian nation”, “Christian father”, etc. God 
has “good works” for Christians to do after they are saved (Ephesians 2:10; 
Titus 2:6-8); we’re not good until God can define us as “good”.


III. One May Believe the Gospel and Not Be a Christian 

A. The New Testament was written to produce belief (John 20:30-31; 1 John 5:13), 
and belief is an important first step (Hebrews 11:6). While Agrippa believed (Acts 
26:27), he understood that he wasn’t a Christian at that point.


B. This is the same for everyone today. They need their sins forgiven by the blood 
of Jesus (Ephesians 1:7; Romans 6:3-4). They need to do more than simply 
believe in the Word; they need to observe it (Luke 11:28).
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IV. One May Obey the Gospel and Not Be a Christian 

A. Someone can repent (2 Corinthians 7:10; 2 Peter 3:9) and be immersed in water 
(Ephesians 4:5; Colossians 2:12), but that doesn’t necessarily mean that they’re 
going to live a righteous life.


B. No one should want to be a “wet sinner”. Paul said that Christians are an 
“epistle … known and read of all men” (2 Corinthians 3:2), so we should “live 
honorably” for the rest of our lives (Hebrews 13:18; Revelation 2:10), never 
going back to a sinful life (2 Peter 2:20-22).


C. Being a Christian means growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ (2 
Peter 3:18). It also means being a servant of God because we realize how great 
His grace is and we want to respond accordingly (Hebrews 12:28).


V. One May Be a Church Member and Not Be a Christian 

A. As we’ve seen previously, for someone to be a Christian they have to obey the 
gospel. Since we have been cleansed by the blood of Christ (Hebrews 9:14), 
and the church was purchased by the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28), the point is 
proven that church membership is essential to going to heaven (Acts 2:47), just 
like being a Christian is essential to going to heaven.


B. Most religious groups refer to attendees as their members without either an 
understanding of their duties to God or a lack of desire to press their members 
to fulfill their duties to God. These responsibilities include:

1. Abide in the doctrine of Christ (2 John 9).

2. Submit to their elders (Hebrews 13:17).

3. Turn from sin (2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14).

4. Assemble with the disciples (Hebrews 10:25).

5. Work and contribute toward the cause (Ephesians 4:16).


C. They may be on a church roll or in a church directory, but if they aren’t putting 
God and His kingdom first (Matthew 6:33), they’re not Christians.


VI. One May Be a Worshiper of God and Not Be a Christian 

A. The Bible is absolutely full of references to worship God, but people have 
contrived almost endless possibilities as to how they will worship Him.

1. Some use concert-style music, some speak in tongues and attempt to heal 

the sick, some follow centuries-old carefully-crafted scripts or liturgy.

2. However, all these attempts, albeit in the name of sacred worship, don’t 

agree with the New Testament and are therefore “self-made religion” 
(Colossians 2:20-23, CSB, ESV, NASB).


B. The Bible directs me in righteous worship to God. Early disciples engaged in:

1. Praying (Acts 4:31).

2. Singing (Ephesians 5:19).

3. Observing the Lord’s Supper (Acts 2:42).

4. Studying the Bible (Acts 20:7).

5. Contributing to God (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).


C. We have an incredible privilege every time we assemble as disciples of Jesus. 
Let’s not squander our opportunities by:
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1. Being distracted by playing Pokémon Go, Candy Crush Saga, or Wordle, or 
cruising Facebook and Instagram, or checking email on our phones or 
tablets while we worship God.


2. Being distracted by playing with the babies, clipping our fingernails, 
doodling, getting our Bible class lesson, or sleeping while we worship God.


3. Reducing our religion to only rules, rituals, and regulations instead of a 
heartfelt devotion to God.


Conclusion. A real Christian who has a surety of heaven is more than someone 
who’s religious and a good person; they’re more than someone who believes and 
obeys the gospel; and, they’re more than someone who is a church member and 
attends a worship assembly.


The nature of being a real Christian is simple to explain and far deeper than 
most people imagine. It’s one who has put on Christ (Galatians 3:27) and become 
conformed to His image (Romans 8:29). Does that describe you? If it doesn’t and you 
want to become a real Christian, look within yourself and respond with us today.
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