
Finishing Well 

Introduction. The last six chapters of 1 Kings and the first two chapters of 2 
Kings detail the work of Elijah among the northern tribes of Israel. He’s one of the most 
remarkable figures in Israel’s history. His importance is seen in the religious reformation 
he worked for and the fact that the New Testament speaks of him 30 times. When 
Jesus was transfigured on Mount Hermon, Elijah, along with Moses representing the 
Law, was there representing the prophets (Matthew 17:3; Mark 9:4; Luke 9:30).


He appears suddenly in 1 Kings 17:1 announcing a drought and disappears 
suddenly in 2 Kings 2:11 in a whirlwind. Elijah’s ministry was one of action rather than 
diction. He performed nine recorded miracles but so far as we know, he wrote nothing.


Describing his life, Alfred Edersheim said, “A life this full of contrasts — of fierce 
light and deep shadows — not a happy, joyous, prosperous life; not one even streaked 
with peace or gladness, but wholly devoted to God: a bush on the wilderness-mount, 
burning yet not consumed.”


The New Testament refers to a Christian’s life as one that’s “run” (Galatians 5:7; 
Philippians 2:16). We want to see from Elijah not only how to run well, but also how to 
finish well and receive a glorious reward.


I. He Dutifully Prepared Others For The Work 

A. Although Elijah would soon be taken away, the work of God would continue. It 
was Elijah’s job to make sure that preparation was made so that the work would 
go on after he was gone.

1. In 1 Kings 19:15-17, Elijah is assigned three specific tasks. One of these 

tasks was to anoint Elisha as his successor.

2. In 1 Kings 19:19-21, Elisha is called and accepts the call. Elijah didn’t die 

right away, nor did Elisha take over right away. Elisha served Elijah for the 
rest of the time he was on the earth.


B. We too should make preparations for our work to continue after we are no 
longer able.

1. Of course, we should train ourselves first (2 Timothy 1:13; 2 Peter 1:5-11; 

Jude 20).

2. Furthermore, training others is crucial to churches growing.


a) Psalm 78:5-8 and Ephesians 6:4 tell us that children are to be trained.

b) Ephesians 4:11-12 tells us that Christians are to be trained.

c) 2 Timothy 2:2 tells us that faithful men need to be trained.

d) Titus 2:3-4 tells us that older women are to teach younger women.


C. Church attendance isn’t the ultimate goal. Jesus never said “Attend me.” He 
said, “Follow me.”

1. Authentic discipleship has always been about dying to self. It’s about giving 

far more than it’s about getting.

a) It’s heartwarming to see churches abounding (Philippians 1:9; 2 

Thessalonians 1:3), because the saints are focused on passing their 
knowledge and wisdom to younger ones who will then die to self too.
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b) People become most passionate about the things with which they’re 
most involved. Engagement fuels involvement. Involvement fuels passion. 
Passion fuels invitation.


2. To introduce people to Jesus, we need to remember that He, first and 
foremost, cared about people and being in a relationship with them — not 
about building the numbers of a congregation. We bring people into a 
relationship with Jesus by showing them how to obey Him, and by preparing 
them for the work of God.


II. He Faithfully Proclaimed The Word 

A. As long as God gave him something to say, Elijah proclaimed God’s message.

1. Elijah wasn’t afraid, and he hated religious apostasy and the sins it produced 

along with it.

2. He called men back to the “old paths” (1 Kings 18:21; Jeremiah 6:16). He 

showed that God always has someone to match the hour.

a) At the contest on Mount Carmel, it was time to make a decision (cp. 

Exodus 32:26; Joshua 24:15; Matthew 12:30).

(1) It was of the greatest importance that the futility of Baal worship 

would be exhibited in the fullest manner.

(2) The victory must be complete and the renunciation of Baal worship 

beyond doubt (cp. Deuteronomy 17:2-5).

b) Elijah was also willing to preach against the unrighteousness of King 

Ahab and King Ahaziah (1 Kings 21:19-20, 23-24; 2 Kings 1:16).

B. As long as we’re able, we should faithfully proclaim the Word.


1. It’s unfortunate to see faithful brethren who were strong advocates of the 
truth when they were younger falter in their older age.

a) Timothy had to pay close attention to himself and to the doctrine of 

Christ (1 Timothy 4:16; cp. v. 12). This is how he would save himself and 
those who heard him.


b) Elders (older men) have to hold fast to the Word because they will have to 
exhort and refute people who contradict it (Titus 1:9). But this isn’t any 
different than us holding fast to the Word (2 Thessalonians 2:15), to our 
confidence (Hebrews 3:6), and to our confession (Hebrews 10:23).


2. Elijah possessed courage, faith, and zeal for Jehovah and a passionate 
loyalty to the Word of God. Christians, make these your characteristics too 
(Proverbs 28:1; Acts 4:29, 31; 13:46; Ephesians 3:12).


III. He Loyally Received His Reward 

A. Elijah walked with God until God took him to heaven (2 Kings 2:11).

1. The only other person like him was Enoch (Genesis 5:24; Hebrews 11:5).

2. Elijah went where God directed and proclaimed to Elisha what God told him.


B. We are to “walk” as well.

1. “Walk” is used figuratively dozens of times in the Bible and it signifies “the 

whole round of the activities of the individual life” (Vine, p. 1218). Thayer 
adds that it means “to regulate one’s life, to conduct one’s self” (p. 504).

a) The early disciples were walking in the fear of the Lord (Acts 9:31).
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b) Paul commands Christians to walk worthy of their calling and of God 
(Ephesians 4:1; 1 Thessalonians 2:12).


c) We aren’t to walk as the Gentiles, but are to walk in love (Ephesians 4:17; 
5:2).


d) If we will walk by faith (2 Corinthians 5:7), we will have a great reward or 
inheritance (Colossians 3:24; 1 Peter 1:4; 5:4; Revelation 2:10; 14:13; 
22:14).


2. There’s great joy in heaven and among the disciples when a Christian walks 
in truth (2 John 4-6; 3 John 3-4).


C. Pray that your faith will not waver like Abraham who is “the father of us all” 
(Romans 4:17-22; Hebrews 11:13-16). Will the Lord find faith in you (Luke 18:8)?


Conclusion. Peter was an example of one who started well but stumbled 
(Matthew 26:75). Thankfully, he finished well (Luke 22:31-32; John 21:18-19). Judas 
was an example of one who stumbled and never recovered (John 13:2; Matthew 
26:47-49). Judas didn’t finish well (Matthew 27:5; Acts 1:16-20, 25).


In 2 Kings 2:13, Elisha took up the mantle of Elijah. He was a wonderful example 
of how we are to look to the examples of those who have gone on before us (Romans 
15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:11; 2 Timothy 4:6-8). Will you run your race and finish well like 
Elijah (Hebrews 12:1-2)?
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