
The Draw of Discipleship 

Introduction. Recruitment posters for our country’s armed forces may 
emphasize seeing the world or getting financial help with college, but the harsh truth is 
that enlistment in the military carries serious risks.


Twenty-one years ago, on September 11, 2001, the United States came under 
attack. In response, 181,510 Americans enlisted in the ranks of active duty service, and 
72,908 joined the enlisted reserves in the year following September 11. Many of these 
brave service members claimed that it was 9/11 that inspired them to enlist. This was 
the biggest effect on military recruiting since Pearl Harbor. Just in Afghanistan alone, 
2,500 US soldiers were killed and 20,000 were wounded over the last twenty years of 
conflict, and many of these injuries would irrevocably change the lives of the soldiers.


Do we dare present the gospel like a recruitment poster that talks about the 
“perks” of being a Christian without letting people know that discipleship is actually 
pretty difficult? There’s a cost to be counted (Luke 14:25-33). When becoming a 
disciple, Jesus spoke of how God draws mankind to Himself in John 6. And the way 
this happens is sometimes very different than what religious people realize.


I. Living by Intuition Rather Than Revelation 

A. God calls mankind through the gospel.

1. The call is “put on the heart”, not by direct operation of the Holy Spirit, but 

by the incisive nature of what the Word says (cp. 2 Thessalonians 2:14; 
Hebrews 4:12).


2. God’s call is a heavenly call (Hebrews 3:1). God’s in heaven on His throne 
(Revelation 4:1-5), and He wants us to inhabit eternity with Him.


B. People have different ideas as to how to get to heaven.

1. There’s a lot of people who have a carnal attitude, wanting earthly fulfillment 

in “health and wealth”. Also, many are drawn to a mystical experience rather 
than thoughtful commitment — to feel rather than decide.


2. But real discipleship is very different from the social gospel, easy believe-
ism, and carnal appeals.


3. Some elements about Jesus weren’t attractive from a worldly perspective 
(Isaiah 53:1-3).

a) The world wants power, privilege, earthly wealth, and fun.

b) Real discipleship looks lot different — it looks like Jesus (John 13:3-5).

c) If people follow Jesus for the wrong reason, they won’t stay.


C. Some things about Jesus were impressive — He fed the 5,000 (John 6:1-13).

1. The people were amazed and wanted more (v. 14-15, 26),

2. However, His miracles were performed to focus attention on His soul-saving, 

life-transforming power (Hebrews 2:3-4).

D. On the occasion of John 6, Jesus taught about how we are drawn to real 

discipleship (v. 27). This is so needed today because how it’s done explains the 
nature of discipleship.
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II. How God Draws Disciples 

A. He doesn’t do it by carnal means (John 6:22-27).

1. There are endless examples of this everywhere, but for the sake of time, I 

want to introduce you to the Heavy Metal Church of Christ of Dayton, Ohio.

a) The Heavy Metal Church has grown from a small group into several 

hundred. The church started in a VFW, then moved to a biker bar, a 
vacant elementary school building, and now a high school auditorium.


b) The church has been featured on The Today Show, numerous local 
Dayton news shows, and in VICE Magazine. In just 7 years the church 
has performed over 800 baptisms.


2. What’s really interesting is that if you look at their values, we would agree 
that they reflect New Testament values, but the “gimmicky” nature of the 
appeal devalues the church. The church is to bring glory to God (Ephesians 
3:21), and it does so when it draws the way God wants.


B. Mankind is drawn to God in righteous ways.

1. God’s authentication of Jesus (John 6:27).


a) Proof persuades — the life of Jesus was convincing (Acts 1:3).

b) This was the reason John wrote his gospel (John 20:30-31).


2. The hope of the resurrection (John 6:39-40).

a) Jesus later called Himself “the resurrection and the life” (John 11:21-27).

b) Promises are powerful (2 Peter 1:1-4) because they infuse us with 

capability and comfort (2 Corinthians 7:1; Isaiah 43:2; cp, Joshua 23:14).

3. Spiritual nourishment by Jesus, the bread of life (John 6:33, 35, 48-51).


a) Strengthening your spiritual nature makes faith permanent.

b) While exercise doesn’t profit much (1 Timothy 4:8), I can be reinvigorated 

every day through spiritual renewal (2 Corinthians 4:16).

4. Revelation, not human intuition (John 6:41-42, 52-58).


a) This is objective truth, not subjective feelings.

b) This objective truth can be read, understood, and followed in agreement 

with God’s will (1 Corinthians 2:10-13; Ephesians 1:11-12).

5. Being “taught of God” (John 6:44-45, 63).


a) Mankind will hear, learn, and follow (Ephesians 1:13).

b) This shows that God’s call is intellectual. And then the intellectual 

response drives my joy in the Lord (Romans 15:13; Philippians 4:4).

C. God only draws those willing to be drawn (John 6:66). Because we have freewill, 

God won’t force anyone. This is why the word “draw” is significant.


Conclusion. Many followed Jesus. There were huge crowds, but not many were 
truly committed and converted. The crowds who were praising Him (Matthew 21:8-9) 
quickly turned against Him (John 18:40).


As we said before, if someone is following Jesus for the wrong reason, they’ll 
walk away (John 6:59-66). True disciples are drawn by Jesus, drawn by the truth, 
drawn with like-minded disciples, and drawn to eternal life. Have you come to Jesus? 
Become a true disciple today!


I am deeply indebted to Shane Carrington for the use of his material.
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