
More Like a Child


Introduction. The holidays can really rekindle the little child inside us. The 
anticipation and the joy of opening gifts tends to spark our childlike enthusiasm.


There are appropriate and wonderful ways in which we need to be more like 
children, at least in heart. Mark 10:13-15 shows Jesus interacting with those around 
Him. Among His encounters were people bringing their children and seeking blessings 
for them. The disciples were attempting to discourage the parents and their children, 
but Jesus rebuked His disciples and made a big declaration for all of us.


There’s a wonderful innocence in the heart of a “little child”. It’s the attitude and 
willingness that Jesus wanted in His disciples and that we continually need until the 
end of time. Let’s look further in order to understand what Jesus expects of us, and 
how we might make sure that we’re fit for the kingdom of God. How can we be more 
like children?


I. Be Led Like Children 

A. An understanding of dependence is an endearing quality in a child. Their 
“bravery” is often met with a running back to Mom or Dad for reassurance and 
confidence of care. In a similar way, we walk in the opportunity of “free will”, but 
always need to remember that God our Father is there for us.


B. Problems occur when we become proud of our ability to walk and we refuse to 
reach out our hand toward God for help. Jeremiah clearly pictures the problem 
we face regarding this subject (10:23). Mankind is capable of walking 
(conducting their feet in this life), but there’s a void in us — a lack of knowing 
the way.


C. God created us with a purpose in mind — that we would want to be led by Him 
(Acts 17:24-27). He’s our Father of sacred fellowship (2 Corinthians 6:17-18), our 
Supplier of divine direction (Hebrews 1:1-2; 2 Timothy 3:16-17), and our Fulfiller 
of spiritual needs (Romans 5:6-11). Children understand that they’re not 
independent and they cling to help. Are you like a child in seeking God’s help?


II. Be Educated Like Children 

A. There’s a time when things can be learned so easily. In childhood our ability 
retain information is astounding. Children are like “sponges” absorbing 
information all around them and every day is a learning experience. They learn 
with all the senses: touch, taste, sight, sound, and smell.


B. A lot can happen to this wonderful ability to so willingly and easily learn.

1. Pride hinders learning. Some people go through a stage where they “know 

everything” and refuse to be told anything — and they never leave that 
stage.


2. Laziness hinders learning. Some people resent the work involved in learning 
and they virtually shut down any expansion of their mind.


3. Burdens hinder learning. Some people just quit wondering, or seeing any 
wonderful things, like children seem to do.
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C. God has revealed His will to learners or disciples. The revealed Scriptures are 
written in the form of words to be read, studied, learned, and applied (Psalm 
1:1-6; 1 Timothy 4:13, 15-16). God graciously gave us a permanent, written 
form because He knew that this way was best to remain indelibly in our minds.

1. We’re to be approved by God by accurately handling truth (2 Timothy 2:15).

2. We’re to learn what’s acceptable to the Lord (Ephesians 5:8-10).

3. We’re to not be children in understanding (1 Corinthians 14:20).


D. God wants those who want to know Him (James 4:8). And every time I’m 
engaging the Scriptures, I’m engaging God. If learning is no longer as easy as 
when we were children, focus on learning a little each day: a few verses or a few 
thoughts. Small steps are still steps, so take them.


III. Be Excited Like Children 

A. When I was a child, some of the best things in life were the days of anticipation. 
We’re ramping up in this holiday season to look forward to giving and receiving 
gifts. This fuels tremendous excitement for living.


B. There’s three considerable items for a Christian to be excited about:

1. We should be excited to live right.


a) There’s a great sense of well-being in the innocence of righteousness. 
There’s no guilt or shame in doing right (Titus 2:6-8; 1 Peter 3:15-16).


b) The feeling of guilt looking at something wicked online, taking a drink that 
the Scripture forbids, or saying a word that should’ve been refrained from 
can be overwhelming. And that’s what God intended.


c) On the other hand, the beauty of wanting a righteous life is that we can 
know what’s right (Hebrews 5:12-14) and we’re capable of doing it 
(James 1:22-25).


2. We should be excited to celebrate the small victories.

a) Every little achievement is a victory for a child: tying shoes, counting, or 

drawing a picture. We can celebrate the small victories too!

b) Moments of victory over temptation (1 Corinthians 10:13); increases in 

knowledge (1 Peter 2:1-2; 2 Peter 3:18); increasing or improving talents 
(Matthew 25:16-17); or those little improvements in our approach to life 
and living (Philippians 4:4-6), are worth of celebrating.


3. We should be excited to look forward to what’s next.

a) Children are excited over something new, and most of us continue to be 

even at this point in our lives. We need to apply this childlike attitude.

b) We should be excited to find betterment in earthly life (John 15:1-8). We 

should be excited to look forward to our home in heaven after physical 
life (John 14:1-6). We should be excited to await the return of Jesus (2 
Peter 3:10-12).


Conclusion. Jesus said, “Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” There’s a fantastic 
innocence in the heart of a “little child”. It’s the attitude and willingness that Jesus 
wants in His disciples, then and now.
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We need to look at our attitudes and evaluate our approach to life. Are we the 
people that we need to be, with all the good qualities of children? We may need to do 
some work toward leaning on God’s strength, loving God’s will, and living with joy and 
anticipation for more.


Childhood is the beginning of life and right now you can begin again. Romans 
6:1-4 teaches that we’re able to have newness of life through the process of salvation. 
Are you a child of God? If not, it’s the right time to begin.


I am deeply indebted to T. Sean Sullivan for the use of his material.
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