
Are You Electable? 

Introduction. With midterm elections in the past, we start looking toward 2024. 
There will be a lot of talk about whether a candidate is “electable” or not.


A formal definition of electability would be “the inherent and adoptable 
candidate characteristics perceived as necessary for being elected to office”. A 
candidate’s “electability” is subjective; it’s not fact-based. Research shows that voters 
believe four categories of adoptable characteristics shape electability: qualities (e.g., 
integrity), actions (e.g., uniting), issues (e.g., economy), and ideology (e.g., 
conservative).


When the Bible talks about “election”, it means to select or choose. The elect 
are those God has chosen to save, the ones acceptable to Him, receiving the right of 
the inheritance promised in the New Testament. All of the saved become the “chosen 
(elect) generation” or family of God (1 Peter 2:9), His own special people. How does 
this election take place?


I marvel at God’s revelation. The more I study God’s book, the more amazed I 
become at the preciseness of thought, the fact that so much truth can be stated in 
such a little space. Peter brings up four factors involved in God’s election of salvation 
in 1 Peter 1:2, and we’re going to break down the verse in this lesson.


I. The First Factor in Man’s Election Is God 

A. Because God intimately loves His creation (Ephesians 2:4-5), this election was 
foreordained, previously determined by God (Ephesians 1:3-7). He foreknew that 
the election would require Jesus’ death on the cross (Acts 2:22-23). He revealed 
this plan through the Old Testament prophets (Acts 2:25-28; 1 Peter 1:10-12).


B. What else did God foreknow? He foreknew that He would call all men to be 
saved (Romans 8:28-30; Titus 2:11), since He is no respecter of persons 
(Romans 2:11). But God’s salvation would be conditional on man accepting His 
terms (Acts 10:34-35; Revelation 22:17). Only a few would accept (Matthew 
7:13-14; 22:14; Romans 8:28). Man has to answer the call of the gospel 
(Romans 10:13; 2 Thessalonians 2:14). Those who were willing to accept His 
terms and obey Him become God’s elect.


II. The Second Factor In Man’s Election Is the Holy Spirit 

A. “Sanctify” is to separate or call out. God’s elect are those who have answered 
His call to come out of the world (2 Corinthians 6:17-18). These are the ones 
who are washed, sanctified, and justified by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:11).


B. How does the Spirit sanctify? Through His Word, revealing instructions from 
God (John 17:17; 1 Corinthians 2:9-11). This was the work of the Holy Spirit, to 
reveal God’s foreordained plan of election (John 14:26; 16:12-13). Those who 
follow the Spirit’s revealed word are sanctified and purified (1 Peter 1:22-23).


III. The Third Factor In Man’s Election Is Jesus Christ 

A. God’s elect had to be redeemed (delivered from bondage by the payment of a 
ransom). The price of redemption for man’s sin is the blood of Christ (Hebrews 
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9:22; 1 Peter 1:18-19). This blood sanctifies (Ephesians 5:25-27), justifies 
(Romans 5:8-9), cleanses (1 John 1:7), and brings near (Ephesians 2:13).


B. In our verse the “sprinkling” is both the shedding of and application of the blood 
of Jesus to save man.

1. This was an allusion to the sprinkling of blood on the people when the Old 

Covenant was ratified (Exodus 24:8). On the Day of Atonement blood was 
sprinkled on the mercy seat (Leviticus 16:14).


2. When the blood is sprinkled on us (applied), it will cleanse our sins (Hebrews 
9:13-14, 18-22; 10:19-22; cp, 12:24).


IV. The Fourth Factor In Man’s Election Is Man Himself 

A. Man has a part to play in his election (Acts 2:40; Philippians 2:12-13). As 
previously noted the man who is sanctified is the one who obeys (Romans 2:13; 
James 1:25).


B. The blood can only cleanse if it’s applied. This application takes place in 
baptism (Romans 6:3-4; 1 Peter 3:21). After we come up out of the water, we 
are Christ’s disciples, standing fast for the rest of our lives (Colossians 1:23; 
Revelation 2:10). We certainly don’t want to be like the tares at the end of time 
(Matthew 13:41-43).


Conclusion. You might be in the audience thinking the same as Paul: “O 
wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” (Romans 7:24). 
We’ve seen that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit all have a part in your salvation. But 
the biggest part in “electability” rests on your willingness to be obedient to the gospel’s 
call. Examine yourself (2 Corinthians 13:5) and come to obedience with the Godhead 
today as we sing our invitation song!
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