
What I Want to Give Myself for Christmas 

Introduction. Christmas is a big holiday, but I failed to know just how big. Zippia 
estimates Americans plan to spend an average of $932 each on holiday spending in 
2022 for a total spending of around $180 billion.


Christmas is a wonderful time where people all over the world really lean into a 
giving spirit. We put personal ambitions and wants aside and sacrifice for our family to 
see the look on their faces when they open those presents on Christmas morning


It’s not impossible, however, for someone to use this holiday to get themselves 
something for Christmas. I’ve thought about this for a while and decided that there are 
some things I want to give myself for Christmas. These aren’t physical presents; they’re 
spiritual ones, and they’re based off the “free gift” that we all have in Christ (Romans 
5:15-18; cp. Isaiah 55:1-3).


In 1 Corinthians 13, Paul argues that spiritual gifts have been done away and 
replaced by the finished revelation from God. In their place, we have the completed 
revelation, and we also have three elements of spiritual life that far outshine spiritual 
gifts in v. 13. From these, I want to really give myself …


I. A Greater Faith in the Provisions of God 

A. In the Old Testament, the Israelites were His special people (Exodus 19:3-6). 
When they wandered in the wilderness, God made sure they were cared for 
(Deuteronomy 29:5; Nehemiah 9:21). That’s incredible, detailed provision!


B. God provides all our needs (Philippians 4:19). We shouldn’t think that the 
Philippians were wealthy and therefore not really worried about money. As Paul 
described them in 2 Corinthians 8:1-5, it’s plain that their giving was sacrificial.

1. God’s promise meant something to them. He promises to supply all our 

needs, but it’s all we need — not a promise to go beyond our needs. It’s 
both broad and yet restricted.


2. Jesus assured His disciples that God provides when the conditions of faith 
exist (Matthew 6:19-34; Luke 6:38).


II. A Greater Hope in the Promises of God 

A. God is faithful and true in everything He says and does because He can’t lie 
(Titus 1:2). So you can count on the promises of God to be trustworthy. 
Christians draw great hope from the words of the well-known song, “Standing 
on the Promises of God” (cp. Hebrews 6:12; 10:23).


B. God’s divine power has given to us “great and precious promises” through 
which we can be partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:3-4).

1. The promises themselves have a purifying effect on the Christian’s life (cp. 1 

John 3:3).

2. Conversion entails a definite break with the corruption that’s in the world. In 

coming to know God through Christ, Christians escape the corruption of sin; 
and Christ renews and restores the image of God in them (Genesis 1:27; 
Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10).
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C. The promises of God don’t depend on our abilities but God’s. Abraham was 100 
and Sarah was 90 when Isaac was born. They had zero ability to bear children, 
so the key was Abraham’s faith that God had the power to do what He had 
promised (Romans 4:19-21). And God did!


D. It’s been tabulated that there are over 7,000 promises in the Bible. That’s mind-
boggling, but we need to remind ourselves of some significant ones:

1. He promises to save us (John 3:17).

2. He promises to provide us abundant life (John 10:10).

3. He promises to give us rest (Matthew 11:28-30).

4. He promises to answer our prayers (Philippians 4:6-7).

5. He promises to be found of us (Jeremiah 29:13).

6. He promises to never leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5-6).

7. He promises to comfort us in our trials (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

8. He promises to overcome the world (John 16:33).

9. He promises to supply us a righteous home for eternity (2 Peter 3:13).

10. He promises to punish us in our disobedience (Hebrews 10:26-31).


E. Most of these are beautiful promises in which we have hope. But we also can’t 
forget that God promises to judge those who are unfaithful. Life is a series of 
choices; make sure you choose a path in which you can have hope.


III. A Greater Love for the Person of God 

A. While most people (according to polls) believe in “God”, many entertain a 
variety of false ideas relative to the Supreme Being. This makes them miss the 
true depth of God’s essence.

1. Atheism adamantly argues that there’s no God, but atheism is merely a 

crude, irrational faith-system.

2. Agnosticism doesn’t deny the existence of God; it merely affirms that the 

evidence isn’t sufficient to warrant that conclusion.

3. Pantheism is the notion that the essence of Deity permeates everything. The 

whole universe is God.

4. Deism accepts the existence of a Supreme Being, but denies the biblical 

concept that God is interested in, and intervenes in, the lives of men.

5. Polytheism is the belief in many gods. This isn’t merely a religion of ancient 

history. It thrives in today’s world in religions such as Hinduism.

6. Islam contends that God’s a solitary personality therefore denying the divine 

nature of both Christ and the Holy Spirit.

7. Religious modernism pictures God as a fierce, vengeful Deity. In the New 

Testament, He has morphed into a benevolent God of love, and not wrath.

B. The most vital message in the Bible about the person of God is His love in 

redeeming man through Jesus Christ (John 3:16-17).

1. Everything revolves around God’s love. God, who created the universe by 

His Word, is the source of love, which is love in its most genuine, purest, and 
perfect form.


2. Therefore, we love because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). Through my 
attention and meditation on God’s Word, I can begin to grasp how wide, 
long, high, and deep the love of God is (Ephesians 3:18-19).
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a) The earth is full of God’s love (Psalm 119:64).

b) God’s love is better than life (Psalm 63:3).

c) God’s love is inseparable (Romans 8:38-39).

d) God’s love endures forever (Psalm 118:1).


C. Exodus 34:6-7 gives me more insight into the person of God as well. The 
proclamation of His name and the declaration of His character becomes a 
central confessional passage for the Old Testament (cp. Nehemiah 9:17, 31; 
Psalm 86:15; 103:8; Jonah 4:2; Joel 2:13).


D. We should be grateful every day that we serve a gracious God who, as Judge of 
all the earth, will always do right (Genesis18:25).


Conclusion. Faith. Hope. Love. All three of these are the greatest presents 
anyone who professes to be godly can acquire. They’re great attributes for you to 
reach for in 2023, and what’s more encouraging is that they’re all within your grasp if 
you’ll just be diligent.


I am deeply indebted to Mark Posey for the use of his material.
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