
5 Steps to Apostasy 

Introduction. Overlooking Rio de Janeiro, on Brazil’s 2,300-foot Corcovado 
mountain is the 120-foot Christ the Redeemer sculpture. It has become a Brazilian 
cultural icon and was voted one of the New Seven Wonders of the World.


In 2001, an extreme sports fanatic scaled the statue and jumped from its 
outstretched arms. To accomplish this feat, Austrian daredevil Felix Baumgartner 
smuggled his parachute on board the little train that takes dozens of tourists up the 
mountain to visit the sculpture. He scaled the gray stone figure, climbed onto one of its 
fingers, and jumped. Baumgartner’s parachute worked, and he wasn’t injured.


	 How many people approach life like this? Rather than turning to the One who 
invites all who are weary to come to Him and find rest, many prefer to jump from the 
safety of His outstretched arms. Unlike this thrill seeker, theirs will be a far different 
end, for there are no spiritual parachutes for those who spurn Christ.


The Bible appeals in every way possible for obedience to Jesus Christ. Then, 
once people obey, it does all it can to prevent them from going back into the world (2 
Peter 2:20-22). This is referred to as apostasy or a renunciation or defection from a 
system of belief. For those who believe that once man is saved, he’s always saved, an 
explanation is required for the amazing amount of material devoted to falling away in 
the Bible. This lesson’s going to investigate God’s warnings about apostasy..


I. General Warnings About Apostasy 

A. A general description of apostasy is visible in the Gentiles who had the 
Patriarchal law (Romans 1:18-28).

1. Men surpass the truth (v. 18).

2. Men reject the truth that’s right in front of them (v. 20).

3. They give to idols (and men) glory that belongs only to God (v. 21).

4. They profess themselves to be wiser than God (v. 22).

5. They didn’t retain God in their knowledge (v. 28).


B. Hosea said the apostasy of Israel was occurring because the people were “bent 
on” or determined to do it (Hosea 11:7).

1. The prophets were fighting an uphill battle because the people to whom they 

preached were insistent on rejecting God.

2. The people of God called to Him in hypocrisy, but He wouldn’t exalt them in 

their sin. Some versions indicate that they would call to their false gods 
(Baal), but he wouldn’t listen to them because he wasn’t real.


C. Hosea 4:1-13 gives a deeper description of the steps of apostasy among the 
people of Israel.

1. “There is no truth or mercy or knowledge of God in the land” (v. 1).

2. The people break all restraint. Bloodshed upon bloodshed (v. 2).

3. “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; because you have 
forgotten the law of your god, I also will forget your children” (v. 6).


4. Hosea clearly put the responsibility of the ignorance of Israel on the 
shoulders of the priests (v. 9).
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5. As a result of the lack of teaching of truth, the people ignorantly indulged in 
immorality and idolatry (vv. 11-13).


6. All of these characteristics were spoken 140 years before Jeremiah’s day. 
But we’ll see that little had changed. I want to suggest that little has changed 
up to our day too.


II. Jeremiah Warns of 5 Distinct Steps 

A. Jeremiah 6:1-9 describes the state of Judah as Babylon attacks her from the 
north. This will be a tremendous destruction.


B. We get discouraged and wonder why people aren’t being baptized and 
churches aren’t growing.

1. We can and should look inward and make necessary changes to diffuse the 

fragrant aroma of the gospel more aggressively into our community.

2. But another alternative to the gospel’s ineffectiveness may possibly be found 

in the internal spiritual condition of our churches.

C. Are we showing the 5 steps of apostasy in Jeremiah 6:10-16?


1. The people refused to listen to God anymore (v. 10).

a) There was no one Jeremiah thought he could speak to who would listen.

b) Their ears were undisciplined, undiscerning, dull toward truth, and turned 

toward evil (cp. Matthew 13:15).

2. Everyone from priest to prophet to people were given to covetousness and 

dealing falsely (v. 13).

a) It’s very hard to preach righteousness to a crowd of people who love to 

do evil.

b) The “deceitfulness of sin” and the “passing pleasures of sin” captivate 

people (Hebrews 3:13; 11:25). It’s one of the chief reasons why it’s 
always difficult to teach people and keep saints faithful.


c) In the latter times people will turn from God, commit sin, and have their 
consciences seared to be moved to repentance (1 Timothy 4:1-3).


3. The prophets preached lies and the people clearly preferred the arrangement 
(v. 14; Isaiah 30:10; Amos 2:12).

a) The religious leaders are as greedy as the people, so they promise peace 

(not the punishment of war) because their audiences wish for such 
reassurances (cp. 5:30-31).


b) What begins as false motives (greedy gain) for men of God quickly 
degenerates into a false message to the people. But the message is 
soothing so there’s no pushback. 


4. The people surrendered their ability to blush at sin (v. 15).

a) Lulled into complacency, the people lost all sense of shame for their 

unrighteous deeds.

b) Insensitive to wrong, they were so hardened in sin that their hearts were 

no longer affected by the message of truth (Hebrews 6:4-6).

c) Disaster is the end of such a society. It’s a disaster because they’re 

ignoring a loving God whose restraints exist because they guard mankind 
from destructive behavior.
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5. The people rejected the only path back to God (v. 16; 2:13; 18:15).

a) Jeremiah pictures travelers who have lost their way; when they arrive at 

crossroads, the moment calls for clear decision. To go one way can mean 
idolatry and death; to go another, faithfulness and life.


b) “The old paths” and “the good way” are the same; they are the way of 
repentance, reconciliation, fear, and love of God. They were the ways of 
the Mosaic Law. The result of walking in the way of obedience was peace 
and rest of soul (cp. Matthew 11:28-29).


Conclusion. The people of Jeremiah’s day fell away from God. But the same 
issue can happen over and over throughout the generations. Sad as it may be, sinners 
were once lost, but claimed salvation as the free gift of God. Yet they spurned the 
Lord’s gift, choosing instead to relinquish heaven for a meager measure of earthly 
porridge. What an unbecoming trade — and at what a terrible price. Surely they’ve 
failed to count the high cost of apostasy.


While Christians may freely choose to walk away from their faith in God, no 
power can take that faith from them without their consent (Romans 8:35-37). While 
some Christians fall away, it doesn’t have to be so (2 Peter 1:10).


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.
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