
God Is Calling 

Introduction. God calls or summons or invites mankind to come to Him for 
eternal life. He doesn’t force mankind against their will. Jesus spoke about God 
drawing men to His Son (John 6:44-45).


There are five characteristics of God’s calling that you need to know, or else you 
risk being deceived about the nature of the relationship God wants with you.


I. God’s Call Is a Heavenly Call 

A. Christians are partakers in a heavenly calling (Hebrews 3:1; cp. 11:16; 12:22). 
Because it’s from heaven, it has the power to elevate your life.


B. God is in heaven and on His throne (Revelation 4:1-11). More importantly, He 
wants us to inhabit eternity with Him (Revelation 21:3-4, 6-7, 22-26; 22:3-5, 14).


II. God’s Call Is a Gospel Call 

A. The call is “put on the heart”, but not by direct operation of the Holy Spirit (2 
Thessalonians 2:13-14; cp. Revelation 22:17).


B. God does His calling through the incisive nature of what the Word says 
(Hebrews 4:12; James 1:16-18).


III. God’s Call Is a Holy Call 

A. We are sanctified people because God has called us to holiness (1 
Thessalonians 4:1-8; cp. 1 Peter 1:15-16).


B. Christians who can’t overcome temptations to use bad language, commit 
sexual immortality, gossip and backbite against each other, lie, or use drugs or 
alcohol aren’t consecrated or called to Christ.


IV. God’s Call Is a Peaceful Call 

A. The peace of God rules in our hearts because God wants us to be at peace with 
Him (Colossians 3:15). God gives us the tools and capability to be at peace in 
our hearts (Philippians 4:6-7).


B. Additionally, God wants us to be at peace with all men and with other disciples 
(Romans 12:18; Psalm 133:1). The peaceful calling permeates everywhere.


V. God’s Call Is an Urgent Call 

A. Three times in Hebrews the urgency is expressed (Hebrews 3:7-8, 13-15; 4:7).

B. The blessings of Jesus are on those who humbly accept (Matthew 11:20-30).


Conclusion. As hard as it is to admit, sermons don’t change people; decisions 
do. Are you listening to God’s call? Do you want to have an effective way to handle 
your problems? Do you want the satisfaction of righteous living? Are you interested in 
the help other like-minded disciples can give? Would you like to know what it’s like to 
live in hope? If all this is agreeable, then you may be ready to answer God’s call. God 
and Jesus are willing but they won’t force you (Revelation 3:20).


I am deeply indebted to Harold Hancock for the use of his material.
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