
The Making of a Wise Man 

Introduction. The “Beltway Sniper”, John Allen Muhammad, was convicted in 
May 2006 in Maryland for murdering six people. He had already been sentenced to 
death in Virginia for murders committed there. However, during the trial, some 
frightening information was revealed about what Muhammad would have done if he 
had evaded capture.


According to Lee Boyd Malvo, Muhammad’s accomplice in the sniper attacks, 
Muhammad planned to bomb schools and children’s hospitals after the sniper phase of 
his plan was completed. When Malvo asked why, Muhammad said, “For the sheer 
terror of it. The worst thing you can do to people is aim at their children”.


Brethren, the devil never stops aiming at your children. He aims every day, and 
his aim is almost as true as it gets. In fact, the only aim that’s better is the gospel (1 
John 4:4), and that first and foremost comes from parents.


A fantastic example of this in the New Testament is Timothy. Paul spoke of 
Timothy’s faith and how that from childhood it had been developed by the careful 
teaching of Lois and Eunice (2 Timothy 1:5). They had taught him the “holy scriptures 
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 
Timothy 3:15).


I. The Nature of True Wisdom 

A. What is wisdom?

1. It’s the ability to use knowledge to see the end of a thing from the beginning.


a) Fact: Alcohol is a drug.

b) Application: Drugs alter the body and mind.

c) Wisdom: I shouldn’t drink alcohol because doing so will cause me to do, 

think, and say things that I shouldn’t.

2. Wisdom is the ability to choose the right path for yourself, based on the 

knowledge accumulated.

B. What does this say about Timothy’s wisdom?


1. Everything Timothy learned allowed him to see the application of Paul’s 
preaching to his life — Jesus Christ is my Savior!


2. Everything Timothy learned caused him to understand that salvation could 
only be found in one source — Jesus Christ.


3. Everything Timothy learned forced him to obey the gospel when he heard it.  
He had no choice if he wanted to maintain his honesty.


C. False wisdom:

1. One isn’t wise if he doesn’t believe in Jesus after having heard the facts.

2. One isn’t wise if he turns to any other source for salvation than Jesus.

3. One isn’t wise if he doesn’t obey the gospel for the saving of his soul.

4. One isn’t wise if he doesn’t immediately commit his life to God’s service.


II. The Education of Timothy 

A. Lois and Eunice understood that education in the Scriptures was their duty.
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1. Since faith comes by hearing, it’s clear that Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother spent time teaching him the Scriptures (Romans 10:17).


2. Jewish parents were told to teach their children the laws of God morning, 
noon, and night (Deuteronomy 6:6-9).


3. Why? So that they will “lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your 
soul” (Deuteronomy 11:18-20).


B. The instruction of our children in the truths of Scripture takes more work than 
many parents are willing to give.

1. It’s rare that a young person will read, study, and digest the Bible on his own.


a) Young people are motivated more by their appetites and feelings than a 
thirst for spirituality (cp. Proverbs 22:15).


b) It takes concerted and concentrated work by parents to direct and fuel 
the child’s spiritual hungering and thirsting for the Lord.


2. The stark fact is that many parents don’t teach their children.

a) “I always had them in church”. Sometimes that’s all parents do. Church 

clearly becomes only a duty, not a joy.

b) “My kids heard years of preaching on the importance of faithfulness”. But 

did they hear it from you in a thoughtful, scriptural manner?

(1) There’s not a preacher or eldership who can have more influence on 

your child’s thinking than you have.

(2) In fact, some parents have negated what I’ve tried to teach their 

children. Kids know that the truths I preach and teach aren’t enforced 
in the home, so they don’t ever feel accountable to the truth.


C. There are some dreadful mistakes that parents make today that apparently 
weren’t a problem with Lois and Eunice.

1. Some parents never discuss, explain, or answer questions their children 

have about the Bible.

a) In far too many households it would never occur to a child to ask Mom 

and Dad Bible questions because parents never talk about the Bible.

b) In some houses, parents talk about anything and everything but the 

Bible. Or parents say very little of anything except, “Leave me alone, I’m 
tired. I just want to sit here and unwind”.


c) Parents don’t know or don’t care whether or not their children are 
prepared for Bible class.


2. Some parents are so busy that it’s rare for everyone to be together in the 
house, let alone the same room together.

a) Sitting together and talking about the Bible is as alien to the children as 

Mom and Dad suddenly suggesting that the TV be turned off and 
everyone talk about the subject of their choosing.


b) On the rare occasion when people are at home together, everyone’s in 
their own room, doing their own thing. Parents don’t know or care what 
their children are doing as long as they do it quietly.


3. Some parents let kids have nearly unlimited freedom.

a) Parents don’t set any guidelines, and children don’t expect them.

b) When driver’s licenses appear, too many parents have no idea where or 

what their children are doing.
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D. When this happens, it’s little wonder why so many of our young people have 
little if any interest in spiritual subjects.

1. Parenting is a hard and serious task. But when your intention is to raise a 

Christian, it becomes even more serious and time consuming.

2. It’s a tragedy when we’re too busy to bother, but the greatest tragedy of all is 

when parents comfort themselves in their shortcomings by saying, “I’m 
doing the best I can”. The truth is, most of us aren’t. We can all do better.


III. What Did Timothy Hear That Produced Wisdom? 

A. The “Scriptures” that Timothy would’ve heard is, of course, our current Old 
Testament. What specifics could’ve he heard from his family?

1. Timothy heard that God would bless all nations through Abraham’s seed, 

which was Jesus Christ (Genesis 12:2; 18:18; Galatians 3:8-9, 16).

2. Timothy heard that God was going to send a prophet like Moses 

(Deuteronomy 18:18-19; Acts 3:22-23).

3. Timothy heard how Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek, signaling the 

inferiority of the Levitical priesthood to the High Priesthood of Jesus 
(Genesis 14:17-20; Hebrews 2:17; 3:1; 5:10; 7:1-10).


4. Timothy heard all of the prophecies of Jesus and could see that only Jesus 
could’ve fulfilled them (Genesis 49:10; Psalm 110:1; Isaiah 7:14; 53:1-12).


B. Now that we have the completed revelation from God, what can parents make 
sure their children learn?

1. They need to know the difference between good and evil (Romans 7:9-11).

2. They need to know that they’re sinners (Romans 3:10-12, 23).

3. They need to know how Jesus can save them (Acts 2:38).

4. They need to know what it means to follow Jesus (Mark 1:16-20).

5. They need to know that they need a heavenly home (Revelation 22:1-5).


Conclusion. Timothy was Paul’s true son in the faith (1 Timothy 1:2). Timothy 
was a fellow worker of Paul’s (Romans 16:21). Timothy had Paul’s implicit trust 
(Philippians 2:20). What if your child became that to Christians in a local assembly? 
When you don’t raise your children with a spiritual foundation, you’re strangling your 
own family’s future and that of the family of God. Act accordingly.


I am deeply indebted to David Weaks for the use of his material.
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