
The Voice of the Blood

Introduction. In Hebrews 12:18-24, the writer describes the glory of the New 
Covenant as compared to the Old Covenant. His comparison is derived from Mount 
Sinai and Mount Zion. The former represents the old while the latter represents the new. 
In v. 24, Jesus is placed last in the listing of the heavenly citizens as a climax because 
it’s His single offering that has made perfection possible and because His blood brings 
men to God (10:14).

In saying that He’s the mediator of the New Covenant and that His blood avails, 
the author is merely reiterating his central theme. The blood of Christ speaks “better 
things” because it ratified the New Covenant (Hebrews 9:18; 10:22), and it opened the 
way to heaven. The blood of Abel spoke of vengeance (Genesis 4:10). What does the 
blood of Christ say? Let’s look at four magnificent concepts in our lesson today.

I. The Blood of Christ Speaks of Sacrifice
A. In Hebrews 9:22, there can be no forgiveness without the shedding of blood 

(Leviticus 17:11). Hebrews says that animal blood could not remove sins 
(10:1-4). Animals are amoral creatures, and therefore incapable of sin. Christ 
was the perfect sacrifice because He had the option of choice, but didn’t sin.

B. Jesus as our sin offering or sacrifice was prophesied (Isaiah 53:10; cp. Hebrews 
10:10-18). However, many in the religious world believe that Jesus came and 
bore the penalty of man’s sin on the cross so that man can be delivered from the 
power and the eternal consequences of sin.
1. To do something in someone’s stead is to act as a substitute or fill-in. We 

never had a place on the cross; that was Jesus’ work to carry out (Ephesians 
5:2; cp. Matthew 16:24).

2. Furthermore, the New Testament never says that Jesus took on anyone’s 
sins (Hebrews 7:26-27; 9:14). Christ was without sin (1 Corinthians 5:7; 1 
Peter 1:18-20; 2:21-22; 1 John 3:5); sin is not something you “take on” 
(Ezekiel 18:20).

3. In 2 Corinthians 5:21, the NIV has a footnote next to the word “sin” which 
says, “or to be a sin offering”. The word can either mean “sin” or “sin 
sacrifice”. In Hebrews 10:6-8, the words “sacrifices” are italicized because the 
original Greek word is not there. The translators added it for understanding. 
The word “offering” is added to the word “sin” in many other places (Leviticus 
4:21, 25; 6:25; Isaiah 53:10; Romans 8:2-3).

4. The “for it is written” in Galatians 3:13, when it’s examined as the cursing 
applied to those hanging on a tree (Deuteronomy 21:22-23), has nothing to 
do with Jesus transferring our sins into His body. Although innocent, Christ 
was treated in His death as if He had been guilty (Matthew 27:39-43). In the 
process of becoming our sacrifice for sins which removed our curse, the 
people perceived Jesus to be cursed by God.

C. Romans 3:24-26 states that Christ was a propitiation (“mercy seat”, Hebrews 
9:5) for our sins. Under the Old Covenant, the mercy seat was where God 
dwelled. There man, as much as he could, came into contact with God. But 
Jesus is where one finds mercy now. The death of Jesus allowed God to be 
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righteous in passing over the sins committed before the coming of Christ and in 
justifying sinners who obey Christ now (Hebrews 9:15-17).

II. The Blood of Christ Speaks of Submission
A. In Matthew 26:39, 42, when Jesus prayed at Gethsemane, our Lord willingly 

submitted Himself to the agonies of the cross (John 8:29).
1. The “cup” of Gethsemane is His suffering. This is a moment that reflects His 

humanity, but this was not a moment of uncertainty or fear. This shows that a 
part of Christ was like us (Hebrews 4:15-16).

2. The Son of Man knew there was no pleasure in pain and dying. Death is 
Satan’s work (Revelation 20:10-15) — there’s no reason to rejoice in it. It’s a 
necessary evil that Christ came to rectify (John 10:10)

3. While Jesus responded like anyone to dying, it wasn’t enough, because He 
was deity, to make Him want to circumvent God’s will (John 5:30). He wasn’t 
dragged kicking and screaming to the cross.

B. Jesus “learned obedience” from His suffering (Hebrews 5:7-9). This does not 
mean that Jesus didn’t comprehend obedience before He left heaven. It means 
that He was willing to test the power of obedience in suffering. He demonstrated 
the most perfect obedience in the deepest of sorrows (Philippians 2:6-8).

C. No one made our Lord give up His life. He did this willingly (John 10:17-18). The 
death of Jesus was part of a plan to submit to death and then emerge from it. 
Anyone can lay down their life, if that means the termination of physical 
existence; but only Christ could at will resume His existence (John 2:19).

D. This submission extends to God’s children. True Christians learn to submit to 
God and put His kingdom first (Matthew 6:33). This means that we’ll love God 
more than family (Matthew 10:37).
1. God gave us each other for mutual benefit (Hebrews 10:24). But He also 

gave us each other for accountability (Hebrews 13:17).
2. No one is going to do well and thrive spiritually without accountability. The 

process of withdrawing from someone establishes accountability to the 
church (2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14-15).

III. The Blood of Christ Speaks of Salvation
A. The blood of Jesus was poured out for the forgiveness or remission of sins 

(Matthew 26:28). Without the forgiveness of sins, there can be no salvation 
(Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:14). A believer must repent and be baptized for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:38).

B. When one reaches the death of Christ, he contacts the blood of Christ in baptism 
(Romans 6:3-4). Stated another way, one is released from sin by the blood of 
Christ when he is washed in baptism (Acts 22:16; Revelation 1:5).

C. This fact is further demonstrated by comparing Hebrews 9:14 and 10:22 with 1 
Peter 3:21. Our conscience is sprinkled and purged by the blood of Christ 
through baptism (cp. 1 Peter 1:2).
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IV. The Blood of Christ Speaks of Security
A. Although Christians are saved by the blood of Christ, they have to maintain 

faithfulness for the rest of their lives (2 Timothy 4:6-8; Revelation 2:10).
B. Inevitably, a child of God will sin, but the blood of Christ atones for that sin (1 

John 1:8-10). However, they must repent and pray (Acts 8:22).
C. Nothing can separate us from the Lord except our own stubborn, willful rebellion 

(Romans 8:35-39; 1 Peter 1:3-5).

Conclusion. Have you died to Christ (Romans 6:8-11, 17-18)? God’s gracious 
provision of Christ is the answer of sin’s condemnation (1 Corinthians 15:54-57; 
Revelation 7:13-14). Obey Him today while we sing our invitation song.
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