
This May Shock You! 

Introduction. John Beukema wrote that after moving to a new state, he went to 
the Department of Motor Vehicles to get a new driver’s license. The guy behind the 
desk said he couldn’t help him, because his license was suspended.


“There must be some mistake,” he said. “I’ve never done anything to deserve 
that”. The attendant said that he had to clear up the problem with the State of 
Massachusetts before he could help. He hadn’t lived in Massachusetts for ten years, 
so he couldn’t imagine what was wrong. Five long-distance phone calls later, he found 
out that when he moved from Massachusetts, he owed part of an excise tax of $2.


That tiny little bill began to accrue penalties and interest. He had to pay that bill 
plus the cost of a new Massachusetts driver’s license and registration for a car that had 
long ago become scrap metal before he could become legal in his new home state. 
The price tag was nearly $300. The whole situation was embarrassing to him. He was 
shocked that he was on the wrong side of the law for all those years without even 
being aware of it.


How shocking it will be for those who stand before the God of the Universe one 
day and realize, for the first time, that they’ve been wrong all this time and that the 
Bible really doesn’t teach what a multitude of people have believed. Beyond that, God 
will hold everyone accountable for what they believe and do. Let’s look at a few 
shocking doctrines that the Bible doesn’t teach and a few that it does teach.


I. The Bible Doesn’t Teach That One Church Is as Good as Another 

A. Rather, the Bible says, “There is one body” (Ephesians 4:4). Christ only built one 
church. Are the ones He didn’t build just as good as the one He did build?


B. That would make man’s works as good as God’s. Jesus said, “Every plant, 
which My heavenly Father has not planted, shall be rooted up” (Matthew 
15:1-13). Jesus didn’t seem to think that one church is as good as another.


II. The Bible Doesn’t Teach That Christ Will Reign 1,000 Years on Earth 

A. That would be a shocking fact for about 9 out of 10 people in Protestant 
denominations. However, the verse that so teaches is yet to be found.


B. I read that when Christ comes again, that will be the end (John 5:28-29; 1 
Corinthians 15:23-24; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17).


III. The Bible Doesn’t Teach That Christ Was Born on December 25th 

A. The New Testament never gives us instructions to worship the day of Christ’s 
birth. We know He wasn’t born on December 25th, but that doesn’t stop people 
from wondering when He was born.

1. David divided all the priests into 24 courses in 1 Chronicles 24:1-29. Abijah, 

of which John’s father Zacharias belonged, was the eighth course,

2. The Jewish sacred year began with the first new moon of Spring (between 

March 22nd and April 25th). This means that Zacharias’ time to serve would 
have occurred in May or June (cp, Luke 1:5-8).
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3. John would’ve been born probably in February or March. Since Jesus was 
six months older than John (Luke 1:36), and John was likely born in February 
or March, Jesus was probably born in August or September of 5 B.C.


B. This is only an estimation, meant to somewhat satisfy curiosity. Furthermore, the 
Bible doesn’t teach that there were three wise men like the nativity scenes and 
plays present.


IV. The Bible Teaches That “Reverend,” “Pastor,” and “Father” Shouldn’t Be Used 

A. The term “Reverend” is only used one time in the Bible, and that time it applies 
to God (Psalm 111:9, KJV).


B. “Pastor” (poimen) simply means one who’s a shepherd over a flock. It’s 
descriptive of an elder (presbuteros) or overseer (episkopos) in the church that 
meets certain qualifications (1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9;  cp, Acts 20:17, 28), 
not of a preacher.


C. Jesus condemned the use of such terms as “Father” in Matthew 23:6-12. Using 
this as a formal ecclesiastical title is deplorable because it disrespects God.


V. The Bible Teaches That Only the Body of Christ Will Be Saved 

A. I read that Christ is “the Savior of the body” (Ephesians 5:23). Thus, He only 
promises to save those in the body.


B. Christ’s body and church are one and the same (Colossians 1:18). Thus, only 
those in His church, the church of Christ, will be saved (Romans 16:16).


VI. The Bible Teaches That Not All of the Body of Christ Will Be Saved 

A. I read how the faithful will receive a crown of life (Revelation 2:10). The faithful 
are those who are dependable throughout their lives.


B. Some of those that were once sanctified by the blood of Christ will turn aside 
and be lost (Hebrews 10:26-29). They have become entangled in the world 
again and therefore are unfaithful (2 Peter 2:20-22).

1. Some churches in the New Testament fell prey to doctrinal compromise, like 

Pergamos (Revelation 2:14-16).

2. Some churches in the New Testament fell prey to moral compromise, like 

Thyatira (Revelation 2:20-23).

3. Some churches in the New Testament fell prey to apathy or lukewarmness, 

like Laodicea (Revelation 3:15-19).


VII.The Bible Teaches That “Rejoice” and “Forgive” Are Commands of God 

A. These aren’t just suggestions that’ll make us better people. Neither is there an 
option to choose or not to choose. These are commands (Philippians 4:4; 
Ephesians 4:32)!


B. If we violate a command, it’s a sin (1 John 3:4). To sin is to separate oneself 
from God (Isaiah 59:1-2). We should want to “rejoice” and “forgive” in our lives 
because they make our lives better, but they also make us righteous to God.


VIII.The Bible Teaches That “Faith” Is a Work 

A. If we’re saved by faith only, we’re saved by a work (John 6:29).
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B. If works don’t save us at all, then we’re not saved by faith (James 2:18-24).


Conclusion. From my point of view, I genuinely don’t want to shock people, but 
sometimes their beliefs are so far away from the revealed Word that they end up being 
shocked by the truth.


I am deeply indebted to Donnie V. Rader for the use of his material.
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