
Be a Friend of God

Introduction. It would be difficult to find a more important subject for Christians 
than to learn how to be friends of God. We can tell people that we’re Christians, but are 
we really friends of God?

Abraham was a friend of God in James 2:23 because his faith moved him to 
obey God (cp. Hebrews 11:8-10, 17-19). And in those times when he wasn’t righteous 
— such as in Egypt and Gerar — he came back to God when corrected.

Worldliness is a constant issue for Christians. And every new generation has to 
be taught about the dangers of it (cp. Judges 2:10). Christians are going to have to 
decide whose friend they want to be — God’s or the world’s (James 4:4).

People believe that they can live morally, but still be acceptable religiously. We’ll 
see that if you want to be a friend of God, you’ll have to put away worldliness and live in 
a holy way — which includes both moral and religious accuracy.

I. Understanding Worldliness
A. Worldliness is the overemphasis of the world in your life — it’s being too worried 

about the pursuit of material possessions and secular interests. Whenever 
something occupies more of our interest and time than serving God, it’s 
worldliness. Virtually all sin is related to worldliness.

B. Worldliness is deceiving — it promises a lot, but gives very little.
1. It's an undeniable fact that there’s pleasure in sin (Hebrews 11:25), but it’s not 

all it appears to be. Like a mirage in the desert, worldliness will lead us on 
until it consumes us.

2. To many, worldly living is the only true road to happiness and the only way to 
enjoy life. These people have been deceived. They’re blinded by the god of 
this world (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

C. Worldliness doesn’t just consist in doing certain things, or in being in certain 
places. It’s a state of mind or view of life.
1. A person might be in the most worldly atmosphere and yet not feel at home. 

Inwardly they’re rebelling against the place and impatient to get away. I 
imagine Lot was like this (2 Peter 2:6-8).

2. On the other hand, one may be in a completely spiritual atmosphere, i.e. in a 
church building, where New Testament worship is taking place, and yet be 
miles away in their mind.

II. 5 Principles for Your Relationship to the World
A. A Christian can’t love the world (1 John 2:15-16).

1. In this passage, worldliness consists of three things:
a) The lust of the flesh (Romans 8:5-9; Galatians 5:16-24; Ephesians 2:3).
b) The lust of the eyes (James 1:13-14; Joshua 7:20-21; Matthew 5:27-28).
c) The pride of life.

(1) This can be defined as anything that leads to arrogance, ostentation, 
presumption, and boasting.

(2) It’s anything that exalts us above our station and offers the illusion of 
God-like qualities, wherein we boast in arrogance and worldly wisdom.
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d) These three types of sin were exemplified in the temptations of Eve 
(Genesis 3:1-6) and Christ (Matthew 4:1-11).

2. Too many of us want to throw our arms around Jesus and the world (Matthew 
6:24), but when we see the dangers of worldliness, we’ll not love it nor be 
engrossed in its pursuits (Colossians 3:2).

B. A Christian can’t conform to the world (Romans 12:1-2).
1. Conforming means to act in harmony with the world. A lot of excuses are 

given for going along with the world:
a) “Everybody’s doing it”.
b) “I’m just doing what feels good”.
c) “I’m just trying to get along with everybody”.
d) “It doesn’t hurt anyone”.
e) “It’s really not so bad”.

2. Christians are different from the world (1 Peter 2:12; 4:1-2), yet many try to 
be like the world (2 Timothy 4:10).
a) The world will hate and speak evil of you; it’ll think you strange and 

fanatical (1 Peter 4:4; 1 John 3:13).
b) So expect ridicule, scorn, and mockery. But don’t allow it to pressure you 

into conformity (Matthew 5:10-12).
C. A Christian can’t be entangled with the world (Matthew 13:22).

1. There’s a huge danger in materialism. We’ve got to be careful not to covet 
after nor trust in riches, but in God (1 Timothy 6:7, 10, 17).

2. There’s nothing wrong with working hard for a living. But be careful not to be 
too busy making a living that you no longer have time to live for God or for 
your family. We’re pilgrims passing through this world. Don’t care so much for 
it that you lose the desire for heaven.

D. A Christian has to be unspotted from the world (James 1:27).
1. If we blemish the church, we won’t be a part of the body presented to God 

(Ephesians 5:27). The lambs that were offered under the Law of Moses had 
to be free from blemish (Exodus 12:5). Christians offer themselves to God 
without worldly blemishes. The church removes its worldly members and 
refuses to fellowship them (1 Corinthians 5:6-7).

2. I said earlier that virtually all sin is related to worldliness. The New Testament 
identifies many separate actions that have to be put to death:
a) What we destroy.

(1) These include strife, outbursts of wrath, dissensions, and factions. It 
also includes rude and unkind words that we say to one another.

(2) They are condemned (2 Corinthians 12:20; Galatians 5:19-21; 
Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:12).

b) What we think.
(1) These include covetousness, laziness, pride, anger, hatred, selfish 

ambition, and envy and jealousy.
(2) They are condemned (Romans 1:29-32; Galatians 5:19-21; Colossians 

3:5; 2 Thessalonians 3:10; James 4:6).
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c) What we do.
(1) Abortion (Psalm 139:14; Jeremiah 1:5; Proverbs 6:16-19; Romans 

1:31; Galatians 5:19-21).
(2) Drunkenness and social drinking (Proverbs 20:1; 23:29-32; Galatians 

5:19-21; 1 Peter 4:3; cp. 1 Thessalonians 5:6, 8).
(3) Dancing (Galatians 5:19-21; Matthew 5:28; cp. 1 Timothy 6:11).
(4) Gambling (Luke 12:42; 16:2; Matthew 7:12; 1 Corinthians 10:24; 

Colossians 3:5-6; 1 Timothy 6:10; John 8:34; Galatians 5:23).
(5) Homosexuality (Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Timothy 

1:8-11).
(6) Immodest dress (Women [Proverbs 5:18-19; 7:10; 1 Timothy 2:9-10; 1 

Peter 3:1-5], Men [Proverbs 4:23; Matthew 5:28; 2 Peter 2:14]).
(7) Pornography (Proverbs 6:24-26; Matthew 5:27-28; 6:22-23; 1 

Corinthians 6:18; 1 Peter 2:11-12).
(8) Sexual immorality (Proverbs 6:32; 1 Corinthians 5:9-10; Hebrews 13:4; 

Revelation 21:8).
(9) Tobacco and substance abuse (Ephesians 5:28-29; 1 Corinthians 

6:19-20; 1 Peter 2:11-12; Acts 24:25; 1 Corinthians 6:12; 9:25-27).
d) What we say.

(1) Profanity and other inappropriate language (Ephesians 4:29; 5:4; 
Romans 1:29-30; 2 Corinthians 12:20; 1 Timothy 5:13; 3 John 10).

(2) Lying and cheating (Proverbs 11:1; 16:11; 20:23; Romans 12:17; 2 
Corinthians 8:21; Ephesians 4:25; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 3:9).

3. We need to emphasize again that worldliness can include things that may be 
morally right such as work, school, recreation, entertainment, etc., but they 
pull us away from God.

E. A Christian has to live godly in the world (Titus 2:11-12).
1. Godly living in the world has never been easy, but others have done it (Noah, 

Lot, Moses, Joseph) — so can we.
2. Christians can’t be like the world. It’s okay for the ship to be in the water, but  

the water can’t get in the ship. Likewise, we keep worldliness out of our lives. 
No matter how wicked the world becomes, it can be done by God’s power.

III. Why God Doesn’t Want Us to Be Worldly
A. It’s incompatible with the love of God.

1. Man will love something; and if he doesn’t love God, then he’ll love the world.
2. Being a friend of God means you’ll love Him in every way (Matthew 22:37).

B. The world and its lusts are transitory.
1. Both the world and its power to excite desires for what’s unrighteous won’t 

last forever (1 John 2:17).
2. Everyone has decisions to make in their life. We try, in this setting, to urge 

people to make the correct ones that point them to heaven.
C. God knows how to best enjoy life.

1. The Bible was given, not only to get us to heaven, but to teach us how to 
enjoy life, receiving true fulfillment.
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2. It wasn’t given to prevent us from enjoying life. Contrary to what many think, 
all fun is not sin. Doing God’s will is a blessing (Revelation 22:14).

D. God’s perspective is better than ours.
1. He knows that sin ensnares and destroys. Sin is “for a season” but the gospel 

lasts forever (1 Peter 1:24-25).
2. Without Christ, people wander aimlessly through life, never knowing what life 

is really for (cp. Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

Conclusion. Being a friend of God is such a warm and inviting concept, but it’s 
got some very real ramifications. Worldliness is a state of mind that produces a direction 
that’s far from God. What does the trend of your life look like? That’s the real determiner 
of character. When men and women are engrossed by the physical pull of life, they’re 
worldly — no matter how much “religion” they practice. And those men and women who, 
despite their many sins, still stick with God and take the teachings of Jesus seriously, 
they’re spiritual. Don’t love the sinful world more than you love God.
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