
“Let Us Worship” 

Introduction. A little boy once asked his father, “Daddy, what’s the highest 
number you’ve ever counted to?” “I don’t know, son,” the father replied. “What’s the 
highest number you’ve ever counted to?” “973,” the boy quickly replied. “Why did you 
stop there?” the father inquired. “Because church was over,” his son responded.


Sadly, for too many people church has become a dull, boring, and monotonous 
exercise. While you may not sit there counting, your mind may be far away from what’s 
happening in the worship assembly.


While preachers, elders, song leaders, and other worship leaders bear 
responsibility in providing an atmosphere and environment that’s conducive to worship, 
our experience is more dependent on our attitude about worship.


Our gospel meeting is coming up next week. We’re thrilled to have our speaker 
come with carefully prepared and studied lessons by which he’ll exhort us and 
everyone that we can persuade to assemble with us.


Psalm 95 presents a view of worship that’ll move us toward a closer communion 
with God, a more joyful feeling, a deeper reverence, and a practical application in our 
lives. Let’s study six distinct elements of worship from this psalm.


I. A Joyful Invitation (v. 1) 

A. The thrust of this psalm speaks to the heart of worship. It’s the first part of 
Jesus’ command to “worship in spirit” (John 4:24) — to put our heart, mind, and 
soul into it.


B. Worship is vibrant and vigorous. We should be exuberant in worship (Psalm 
63:5; 100:1; 149:1-2, 5). Can we be joyful, enthusiastic, and excited? Can we 
say with Oswald Chambers, “A joyful spirit is the nature of God in my blood”?


II. A Collective Activity (vv. 1-2) 

A. Note the number of times, the psalmist says, “Let us”: “Let us come … Let us 
sing … let us shout … Let us worship … Let us bow down … Let us kneel.”


B. While there’s a private element to worship and we may worship God at any time, 
anywhere, there’s a time to assemble. God calls us to come together (1 
Corinthians 11:17-18, 20, 33-34; 14:26). Worship is better together with fellow 
believers who walk “in the fear of the Lord” (Acts 9:31; cp. Hebrews 10:19-25).


III. A Truth-Based Aim (v. 3) 

A. This passage reminds us that God is sovereign and supreme (Psalm 104:1). And 
that His Word is authoritative and absolute (Psalm 119:4, 142).


B. Just as God expected Old Testament worship to be carried out in a certain way, 
He calls us to follow His commands for worship today. Jesus said, “God is 
Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24).


C. We don’t want to be guilty of vain worship (Matthew 15:8-9):

1. We don’t want to sing in vain (1 Corinthians 14:15).

2. We don’t want to pray in vain (James 4:3).

3. We don’t want to commune with Christ in vain (1 Corinthians 11:27-32).
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4. We don’t want to give in vain (1 Corinthians 13:3).

5. We don’t want to preach and teach in vain (Galatians 1:6-9).


IV. A God-Focused Directive (vv. 4-5) 

A. Worship is really not about us. It’s about God. “Come before Him,” the text 
says. In the first five verses, He’s called “our Rock”, “the Lord”, “the Great God”, 
“the Great King”.


B. Furthermore, He’s identified as our Creator, Sustainer, Protector, and Deliverer.

1. How sad it is that God has provided evidence for us to believe in Him, yet 

some deny it (Psalm 19:1-6).

2. How sad it is that He wants to sustain, protect, and deliver us, but some 

deny His existence and trust in other temporary things (Psalm 72:12).

C. David loved to write, “I will call upon the Lord who is worthy to be praised” (2 

Samuel 22:4; Psalm 18:3).


V. A Reverent Attitude (vv. 6-7) 

A. In these two verses the mood changes. God is now pictured as our Redeemer 
and Savior. We are His sheep. The focus has changed from praise to 
prostration: “Let us bow down” and “Let us knee”.


B. There’s a balance between rejoicing and reverence. There’s a time for vibrant 
singing, soul-stirring preaching, and animated rejoicing, But there’s a time for 
speechless reverence, for silent meditation, and humble reflection.

1. It’s possible to act so reverent, so solemn, so serious that we wring all the 

joy out of our experience of worship.

2. However, we can become so emotional, excited, and boisterous that 

worship become irreverent and impertinent (1 Corinthians 14:33).

3. Balance is the key. We have to approach God with a spirit of respect 

(Hebrews 5:7; 12:28).


VI. An Obedient Response (vv. 8-11) 

A. The psalm concludes with another dramatic mood change. We have moved 
from jubilant praise, to serious reflection, and now to solemn warning. In vv. 
8-11, we’re reminded that we should listen to God’s voice in our daily lives 
(James 1:22-25; 1 Peter 1:24-25).


B. Worship should strengthen our resolve to work for the Lord. It should motivate 
us to let our light shine and to be the salt of the earth. It should compel us to 
follow the footsteps of Jesus and to put into practice our profession of faith.


C. The Hebrew writer uses these verses as admonitions for getting rid of their 
unbelief and trusting in the living God once again (3:7-11, 15; 4:7).

1. Like Israel of old, there’s a danger in doubting God, grumbling at His 

commands, and hardening our hearts.

2. We may become like the Pharisees where worship becomes a ritual instead 

of a life-changing challenge (cp. Luke 18:9-14).

3. A life of holiness means submission or deference to God. Without that, no 

matter how deep our feelings of love to God, we won’t enter His rest.
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Conclusion. Today, we’re doing more than just “attending church”. We’re 
entering to worship, enjoying fellowship, engaging our emotions, focusing our 
attention, lifting our voices, reverently reflecting, and leaving better equipped to love 
and serve our fellow man.


I am deeply indebted to Ken Weliever for the use of his material.
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